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MESSAGE FROM THE IOM CHAIR 
 
 
 
Fellow Mycoplasmologists 
 
I hope you are all healthy and managing to cope in the current situation. 
 
As I am sure you are all aware, we should have been meeting this week in Tel Aviv. Ran, Inna and the rest 
of their local organising committee have been working on finding a date next year for our postponed 
meeting, and we should have news out to you soon about the timing next year for our 23rd Congress. While 
I appreciate that making a commitment to attend the meeting next year will be difficult at the moment, I 
would urge you all to start planning to attend. 
 
In the meantime we have been discussing ways we can keep our community in touch over the next 6 
months. We are planning some short webinars or discussion sessions on specific areas of mycoplasmology 
over the months ahead to ensure you can catch up with your colleagues, even if you can’t share a drink 
and a meal with them. We will provide an update on this soon. I encourage you all to participate – if there 
is one positive from the last 6 months, it is our greater familiarity with using video conferencing to conduct 
business, and it seems likely that we will continue to use it alongside our more traditional scientific 
meetings in the years ahead. 
 
As we have foreshadowed, Dan Brown is stepping down as chair of the taxonomy committee after many 
years of dedicated service that has ensured the integrity of the classification systems we use in our daily 
work. We have sought nominations previously for this position, but those who had some interest were 
constrained by the costs associated with performing the duties of the chair. The IOM Board has agreed to 
cover the travel expenses (up to $1500 per year) of the chair of the taxonomy committee when attending 
meetings associated with the role, such as  the FEMS, IUMS and Bergey's (BISMiS) meetings (but not the 
IOM Congresses). 
 
Dan has also indicated that the Tully Mycoplasma Collection currently held in his laboratory in Florida will 
need to be relocated. We are currently investigating options to relocate this resource to ensure its ongoing 
accessibility to the community. 
 
Finally I would ask you to join me in congratulating Duncan, Roger, Chih-Horng and Brad, our very worthy 
winners of the IOM Awards for 2020-2021. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Glenn Browning 
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COVID-19 (SARS-COV-2) DISRUPTS IOM MEETINGS AND TIMELINES 

 
 

Dear friends, 

These are highly unusual times and ordinarily I would be sending you constant 

updates on the biennial congress that we would be attending shortly.  Sadly, 

the world has come to a grinding halt.  No travel is allowed between many 

countries and all international conferences and meetings have been suspended.  

Ordinarily we would have had elections for expiring positions on the 

executive board by now and the old and new boards would be preparing to 

trade over.  The only order of business that was successfully concluded before 

the COVID crisis occurred was the awards committee completion of the process to determine the IOM 

awards. Here is a summary of the key alterations to the IOM workings and timings: 

 

IOM Meetings 

IOM 2020, Tel Aviv will now become IOM 2021, Tel Aviv and as a result the next meeting to follow that 

will be IOM 2023 to be held in Osaka, Japan. 

What is the new date for the meeting? 

The local organisers and the IOM executive board are working on those details currently.  There are still so 

many unknowns – will a vaccine have been created by then, will the travel restrictions be lifted between 

enough countries, will there be a second or third wave?  The meeting will be held sometime between late 

June and mid-July 2021, but obviously a suitable venue needs to be secured and it looks like many 

reorganised 2020 conferences are choosing July 2021 to be held.  I am hopeful that a specific date will be 

set shortly and I will e-mail everyone the details 

What if I already paid my fees? 

This is a common question and there are 2 choices:  (1) Do nothing and your place will be secured for the 

meeting next year – all payments will be honoured or (2) Get a refund by contacting the conference 

provider at Paragon Mira M.Tropp mtropp@paragong.com 

What about my abstract? 

If you have already submitted an abstract, don’t worry it is secure on the server and nothing will happen to 

it.  When the next abstract deadline is set you can (1) Leave it as is and it will be reviewed for IOM2021, 

(2) Sign in to the abstract submission portal and revise it, right up to the abstract deadline in 2021; or (3) 

Sign in to the abstract submission portal and withdraw the abstract at any time up until the abstract 

deadline in 2021. 

Any other questions not covered here? 

The chair of the local organising committee is Ran Nir-Paz and he will be happy to answer any additional 

questions (ran.nir-paz@mail.huji.ac.il ). Although more updates will be emailed regularly as decisions and 

new deadlines are set. 

 

mailto:mtropp@paragong.com
mailto:ran.nir-paz@mail.huji.ac.il
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IOM Executive 

Because the IOM congress is where the IOM executive changes over, all posts will be extended for a year.  

The elections for Chair-Elect and Secretary-General due for 2020 will now take place in January 2021.  

Apologies for this morbid thought – but elections will be delayed in case we need to replace any other 

executive positions due to the direct or indirect ill effects of the COVID pandemic (and to minimise the 

likelihood that this may also impact the newly elected individuals as well).  Shortly following elections the 

5 new at-large executive board appointments will be announced as well.  We will, however, be appointing 

a new chair of the taxonomy committee as soon as possible (see below) 

 

SUPPORT FOR CHAIR OF TAXONOMY POSITION 

 

Final call for expressions of interest in the Taxonomy Committee Chair 
 

The Executive board has decided to provide support for the position of Taxonomy 
Committee Chair, due to the requirements for attending multiple relevant international 
meetings.  The successful candidate can claim re-imbursement (by retrospective 
submission of receipts to the Treasurer to a maximum of $1,500 USD per annum) for 
expenses directly relating to air travel, conference registration and accommodation to 
attend ICSP meetings.  
 
The successful candidate would be able to attend the FEMS meetings on behalf of the 
IOM as Mollicutes taxonomy representative to attend the informal ICSP gatherings take 
place then regularly, so our delegate would have a chance to interact with the Executive 
Board and other members. Where possible it would be good if the person could travel 
occasionally to the IUMS or Bergey's (BISMiS) meetings, which are usually in Europe, 
Asia, or Africa.  
 
The candidate should have reasonable knowledge and interest in taxonomy of 
Mollicutes. You will also have the pleasure of interacting with lovely and talented Dr. 
Meghan May whom is the Secretary of the ICSP Subcommittee on taxonomy of 
Mollicutes.  
 
Given the alteration to the support for this post – the position is being readvertised.  
Deadline for expressions of interest to me (SpillerB@cardiff.ac.uk ) is the 15th of July.  In 
the event that more than one candidate expresses interest, the decision will be made by 
the executive board based on the candidates’ CVs and short biography detailing there 
taxonomy experience. 

 
  

mailto:SpillerB@cardiff.ac.uk
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        VIRTUAL IRPCM meetings 
 

  
 

As we won’t be meeting in person this year, we are examining the possibility of having 

virtual IRPCM meetings via on-line platforms.  The format is still being discussed, but we 

hope to choose a 1 hour time point that is as accessible as possible to all members.  We 

hope to have a pre-meeting submission of questions and record the meeting for those 

unable to make the appointed time to see it over the following week (limited time) with 

the ability to post on a discussion board during this time for arising questions, answers or 

comments. 

 

More details will become available as a plan emerges – but if you have any thoughts to 

contribute to the development of this virtual meeting, please e-mail me or Christine Citti 

(Christine.Citti@envt.fr ) 

 

  

mailto:Christine.Citti@envt.fr
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Results for the IOM AWARDS 

The International Organization for Mycoplasmology 
Dedicated to the study of the Mollicutes 

 

Fortunately, prior to the disruption caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, the Awards committee 
were able to conclude the proceedings to determine the awards for this biennium. The 
awardees will give dedicated presentations when we meet for IOM2021 in Tel Aviv, but here 
are the results, followed by the biographies for those that were nominated by their peers: 
 
Categories: 

 
 
Emmy Klieneberger-Nobel Award -- for outstanding research in Mycoplasmology   

Duncan Krause 
 
Peter Hannan Award -- for outstanding research in applied clinical Mycoplasmology   
     Roger Dumke 
  
Robert F. Whitcomb Award – for outstanding research in plant and insect Mycoplasmology 
     Chih-Horng Kuo 

 
Derrick Edward Award -- for outstanding research in Mycoplasmology by a young investigator 
     Brad Spiller 
 

AWARDEE Biographies 

Emmy Klieneberger-Nobel Award: Duncan Krause earned degrees in Microbiology from Auburn 
University (B.S., 1978) and the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill (Ph.D., 1982).  At UNC he studied Mycoplasma 
pneumoniae cytadherence and virulence with Joel Baseman, 
with an emphasis on mutant isolation and characterization.  
He received post-doctoral training with Herbert Winkler and 
David Wood at the University of South Alabama, cloning and 
analyzing the Rickettsia prowazekii ADP/ATP translocase in E. 
coli.  In 1985 he joined the faculty of the Department of 
Microbiology at the University of Georgia, where he achieved 
the rank of Professor in 1995 and later served as Department 
Head (2000-2006) and Director of the Faculty of Infectious 
Diseases (2007-2015).   
At the University of Georgia, Duncan’s major research 
emphasis was the architecture, assembly, and function of the 
terminal or attachment organelle of M. pneumoniae.  His 
research team established a scaffolding role, subcellular 

location, and likely order of assembly for several proteins required for terminal organelle 
functional maturation; demonstrated that several of these proteins are phosphorylated, with 
protein kinase/phosphatase activity influencing gliding frequency; identified a DnaJ-like protein 
chaperone required for localization of functional P1 adhesin on the terminal organelle surface; 
and demonstrated through mutant analysis that the terminal organelle is both necessary and 
sufficient for gliding motility.  Furthermore, through several very productive collaborations, his 

http://www.iom-online.org/
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research group correlated a change in density of P1 adhesin complexes on the terminal 
organelle surface with loss of terminal organelle function; described M. pneumoniae 
colonization of the conducting airways in a normal human bronchial epithelial (NHBE) model in 
air-liquid interface (ALI) culture, demonstrating the critical role of gliding motility while 
characterizing the infection process from the first few hours through persistence for up to 28 
days; cataloged through glycomic analysis the availability and diversity of potential receptor 
moieties on NHBE cells; and characterized M. pneumoniae  adherence and gliding on surfaces 
chemically functionalized with α-2,3- and α-2,6-sialyllactose ligated individually or in 
combination to a polymer scaffold in precisely controlled densities, providing a new model for 
detailed analysis of adhesin-receptor dynamics.  
Duncan’s research was supported by continuous NIH funding from 1986-2020, and in 1990 he 
received an NIH Research Career Development Award. In 1999 he was awarded a UGA Creative 
Research Medal, and in 2009 he was selected as a Fellow of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science.  His first IOM congress was in 1986 in Birmingham, and his service to 
the IOM included Chair, IRPCM Human Mycoplasma Pathogenesis Team (1996-2002); Chair, IOM 
Congress Program Committee (2000-2002); IOM Board (2000-2004); IOM Meeting Chair for the 
15th IOM Congress in Athens (2002-2004); and Principal Investigator for successful NIH grants for 
student travel to the 15th- 18th IOM Congresses.  
 
Duncan and his wife, Robin, married in 1977. They have two children and seven grandchildren.  
In 2019 he retired as Emeritus Professor and currently lives in Durham, North Carolina 
 

Peter Hannan Award: Roger Dumke studied biology at the Universities of Rostock 

and Dresden (Germany) and received his PhD from the TU 

Dresden. In 1999, he joined Enno Jacob’s group that moved 

from the University of Freiburg to the TU Dresden and 

started the study of the fascinating cell wall-less 

mycoplasmas. Roger’s basic research activities focused on 

interactions of Mycoplasma pneumoniae to the host. He 

contributed to further characterization of the main P1 

adhesin, vaccine development to prevent M. pneumoniae 

infections and the role of surface-localized moonlighting 

proteins in pathogenesis. In addition, Roger worked on 

methods to improve the molecular and serological detection of M. pneumoniae 

infections in patients. Since 2018, he leads the German reference laboratory for 

mycoplasma. He is recently working on different aspects of clinical mycoplasmology 

including long-term evaluation of resistance in M. pneumoniae, M. genitalium and 

Ureaplasma spp., typing of M. pneumoniae and M. genitalium, and standardization of 

methods. Roger was a member of Executive Committee of the former European Study 

Group for Mycoplasma Infections (ESGMI) from 2013 to 2018 and has been a member 

of the Scientific Program Committee for the 22nd and 23rd IOM congress. 
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Robert F. Whitcomb Award: Chih-Horng Kuo’s research focuses on the evolutionary 

and functional genomics of host-associated 

bacteria. He received his PhD degree from the 

University of Georgia and postdoctoral training at 

the University of Arizona (USA). In 2010, he joined 

the Institute of Plant and Microbial Biology at 

Academia Sinica (Taiwan) as a principal 

investigator. For his pursuit of plant and arthropod 

mycoplasmology, he collaborated widely with other 

members of the International Organization for 

Mycoplasmology (IOM). For the studies of 

phytoplasmas, he and his collaborators greatly 

expanded the availability of genome sequences, 

and utilized those data sets to investigate the evolution and function of effector genes 

that are important in phytoplasma pathogenicity. They inferred the role of potential 

mobile units in the horizontal transfer of effector genes between different 

phytoplasmas, and conducted population genomics analysis to link the genetic 

polymorphisms with the phenotypic variations in plant disease symptoms. For their 

studies of arthropod Mollicutes, they reported the patterns of genome evolution that are 

unique to each of the Spiroplasma clades, and were pioneers in using transcriptomics 

to compare gene expression regulation between pathogenic and non-pathogenic 

species. Moreover, the comprehensive genomic characterization has led to the union of 

Mesoplasma with Entomoplasma, and provided insights into the emergence of 

Entomoplasma from Spiroplasma, as well as the emergence of the Mycoplasma 

Mycoides cluster from Entomoplasma. 

In addition to research, Chih-Horng Kuo has been an active contributor to the 

international mycoplasmology communities. He serves as a member of the IOM board 

of directors (since 2016), the IOM congress scientific program committee (2018 and 

2020), and the ICSP subcommittee on the taxonomy of Mollicutes (since 2017). He 

also serves as a team leader for IOM-IRPCM (since 2019), and facilitated conference 

organization for the Asian Organization of Mycoplasmology (AOM) and the Indian 

Association of Mycoplasmologists (IAM). 
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Derrick Edward Award: Brad Spiller first started working on Mycoplasmas in 2008, after changing fields 
from research in immune evasion of viruses.  Brad was 
approached by Professor Sailesh Kotecha, a recently appointed 
neonatologist at his division at Cardiff University to help him 
determine important infections in premature neonates.  He 
quickly formed a collaboration with the Health Protection 
Agency in London (now Public Health England) via their new 
recruit Dr. Victoria Chalker, who had recently completed a PhD 
in veterinary Mycoplasmology and was able to avail the 
archived collection of clinical Ureaplasma spp. to him for 
antimicrobial testing.  In the decade that followed he has 
developed many excellent collaborations with additional 
established mycoplasmologists: John Glass, Kim Wise, Christine 
Citti, Cecile Bebear, Sabine Pereyre, Jorge Jores (to name only a 
few) and have created projects for several PhD students 

including Michael Beeton and Ali Aboklaish.  
From the start, he found the IOM members welcoming and friendly and it was following the Chianciano 
Terme meeting that the chair-elect Prof. Joachim Frey asked him to join the executive board member-at-
large for the biennium 2012-2014.  During this time, his work attracted the attention of an NIH-funded 
Australian-based international consortium working for 18 years using pregnant sheep as a model of 
experimental infection and inflammation during pregnancy.  In 2013, he joined a group of exceptional 
internationally renowned investigators led by Professors Alan Jobe and John Newnham and was awarded 
an adjunct Associate Professor position with the University of Western Australia.  Some of his favourite 
projects arose from this long-running collaboration and led to his working alongside Dr. Sarah Stock, an 
obstetrician from University of Edinburgh (another member of the consortium).  With Sarah, and their 
jointly supervised PhD student Yannis Pavlidis and they developed an ascending mouse model of 
Ureaplasma parvum infection, which could be visualised externally by luciferase expression leading to the 
Nature Communications publication in January this year. It gives him great pleasure to have raised the 
profile of Mollicutes research and hope that it attracts more young investigators to the pursuit of these 
unique and fascinating bacteria. 
Brad is grateful for the support of his wife Lucy and his 4 lively and curious children: Lauren, Oliver, Callie 
and Braedon.  He has also enjoyed supporting the IOM through the post of Secretary-General from 2014-
2021, and is looking forward to his new post as Head of Medical Microbiology at Cardiff University from 
July 2020.  Despite his greying hair, having only worked in the mycoplasmology field for 12 years at the 
time of the nomination –he finds it hilarious that he can still be recognised as a “young” investigator….. 

 

Call for manuscript submission (Chih Horng Kuo)  
 

A research topic on mycoplasmology is calling for manuscript submission. Papers accepted will be published online 
immediately, and all papers included in this collection will receive extra promotional effort to increase visibility. A 
total of 10 papers have been published since April 2019, which have attracted >22,000 views and ~3,000 downloads 
collectively. For more information: 
 
Mollicutes: From Evolution to Pathogenesis 
https://www.frontiersin.org/research-topics/9908/mollicutes-from-evolution-to-pathogenesis 
 
Participating Journals: Frontiers in Microbiology, Frontiers in Genetics, Frontiers in Plant Science, and Frontiers in 
Cellular and Infection Microbiology. Authors may choose one of these journals during the online submission 
process.  Topic Editors: Glenn Browning, Christine Citti, Chih-Horng Kuo, Meghan May, and Florence Tardy 
Article types: Original Research, Review, Mini Review, and Perspective        Submission deadline: July 2020   

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.frontiersin.org%2Fresearch-topics%2F9908%2Fmollicutes-from-evolution-to-pathogenesis&data=02%7C01%7Cspillerb%40cardiff.ac.uk%7Cf1f8c0bbf2364a86181c08d7c66b8fed%7Cbdb74b3095684856bdbf06759778fcbc%7C1%7C0%7C637196037601326447&sdata=TcAZuZu9jbOR8ewd%2FXgrURa2KPOgCMRXLdSbrOSH1Wc%3D&reserved=0
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IAM 2019 MEETING REPORT- AMIT YADAV, RAMA CHAUDHRY  

               
XIth National Symposium of Indian Association of Mycoplasmologists (IAM), 2019 

The XIth IAM National Symposium consisting of ‘International Conference on Human, Animal and Plant 

Mycoplasmas’ was successfully held at National Centre for Microbial Resource (NCMR), National Centre for Cell 

Science (NCCS), Pune, India from December 02 to 05, 2019. The symposium also hosted a one-day workshop 

on ‘Molecular Detection and Cultivation of Mycoplasmas’ and another one-day workshop on ‘Phytoplasma 

Detection & Taxonomy’. The two-day international conference was attended by 82 participants, mostly from 

India and 26 speakers from India, China, Taiwan, Israel, Netherlands and France. The scientific program of the 

conference contained 24 invited lectures on topics on Human and Animal Mycoplasmology and 

Phytoplasmology. Total 11 oral and 14 poster presentations were made by students and young faculties. The 

keynote address was delivered by Dr Ran Nir-Paz (ESGMAC, Israel) on epidemiological and clinical experience 

on Mycoplasma pneumoniae. Dr Christine Citti (INRA, France) inaugurated the conference and spoke about 

ruminant Mycoplasma genomes. Dr Usha Anand Rao was felicitated during the inaugural session for her 

contribution to the studies in Mycoplasmology. Dr Rama Chaudhry (AIIMS, India), Dr Guoqing Shao (JASS, 

China), Dr Wendy Unger (ErasmusMC, Netherlands), Dr Sunil Sethi (PGIMER, India) and Dr Benu Dhawan (AIIMS, 

India) spoke on various topics on Human Mycoplasmology. Dr Y Singh (LUVAS, India), Dr Rajneesh Rana (IVRI, 

India) and Dr Sandip Khurana (CIRB, India) spoke on veterinary and avian mycoplasmas. The session on 

phytoplasma biology included the invited lectures of Dr Govind Rao (IARI, India), Dr Suman Lakhanpaul (DU, 

India), Dr Xavier Foissac (INRA, France), Dr CH Kuo (Academia Sinica, Taiwan), Dr Manimekalai (SBI, 

Coimbatore), Dr Sundararaj (IWST, India), Dr Ramesh Hegde (CPCRI, India) and Dr Amit Yadav  (NCCS, India). In 

a special session on the industrial aspect on mycoplasmalogy, two lectures were delivered by Indian industry 

representatives, Dr Dilip Deorukhkar (Serum Institute) and Dr Vinayak Brahmakshatriya (Venkeys). Dr Milind 

Patole (NCCS, India) gave a special lecture on handling Mycoplasma contamination in animal cell line cultures. 

The one-day workshop on ‘Molecular Detection and Cultivation of Mycoplasmas’ was attended by 31 

participants and mentored by Dr Y. Singh, Dr Mandira Varma Basil (VPCI, India), Dr Tanu Sagar (MAMC, India) 

while the workshop on ‘Phytoplasma Detection & Taxonomy’ was attended by 26 participants and hosted by Dr 

CH Kuo, Dr Manimekalai and Dr Amit Yadav. Dr Ran Nir-Paz gave a briefing on upcoming IOM 2020 conference 

to be held at Tel-Aviv, and Dr Guoqing Shao introduced the forthcoming conference in AOM to be held at 

Nanjing, China in September 2020. 

Organising Secretary, IAM 2019 

Amit Yadav 

National Centre for Cell Science, Pune, India 

 

Convener, IAM 2019 

Rama Chaudhry 

All India Institute of Medical Sciences, New Delhi, India 


