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MESSAGE FROM THE IOM CHAIR 
 
Fellow Mycoplasmologists 
 
In this year between our IOM Congresses in Portsmouth and Tel Aviv, we have been fortunate to have 
members of our community prepared to organise conferences to enable us to share our work and keep us 
in contact with each other. 
 
In March Vicki Chalker and Brad Spiller and their colleagues organised a very successful European 
Mycoplasma Conference. The highlight was an after-dinner speech by David Taylor-Robinson. 
 
On the 11th and 12th July this year John Glass and Kim Wise have organised a United States Organisation 
for Mycoplasmology Conference, to be held in La Jolla, California. This conference will be the first hosted 
by this new local branch of the IOM, after a decision by the Board last year to allow the United States 
Organization for Mycoplasmology (USOM) to affiliate with the IOM. I hope this will be only the first of a 
number of local branches of the IOM as local branches have the potential bring those working on mollicutes 
that are not currently members into closer contact with the IOM. 
 
I hope everyone has already marked the 5th-9th July 2020 in their calendars. Ran Nir-Paz and his colleagues 

on the local organising committee, as well as Carole Lartigue and Yonathon Arfi and their colleagues on 
our Scientific Program Committee, are well advanced in their planning of the program for next year’s 
congress. 
 
I would ask everyone to begin thinking of colleagues deserving of one of our IOM Awards and to start to 
prepare nominations. Rohini Chopra-Dewasthaly and her colleagues on the Awards Committee will be 
calling for nominations later this year. 
 
I know a number of people in our community have been concerned about the implications and potential 
consequences of the changes to the taxonomy of many of the mollicutes proposed in a paper published 
last year. The issue was the subject of considerable discussion at Portsmouth 
(https://ijs.microbiologyresearch.org/content/journal/ijsem/10.1099/ijsem.0.003342). I would like to 
thank Dan Brown, acting in his role as Chair of Subcommittee on the Taxonomy of Mollicutes, for organising 
a response to this proposal on behalf of our community. 
 
Late last year the Board voted to decide on the site for the 2022 IOM Congress. We were very fortunate to 
have three different groups of members, from Japan, China and the United Kingdom, offer to host the 
congress after Tel Aviv. I would like to thank all those who prepared bids – the work required to prepare a 
bid is substantial and all the proposals we had to consider were excellent. In the end the Board agreed that 
the 2022 Congress would be held in Osaka, Japan. I hope we will have a similar difficult decision to make 
next year when we consider bids for the Congress for 2024. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Glenn Browning 
 

 
Glenn Browning

https://ijs.microbiologyresearch.org/content/journal/ijsem/10.1099/ijsem.0.003342
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International One Health Mycoplasma meeting in LONDON 2019 

 
A BIG thank you to everyone who came to the meeting that we organised in London on 18-19 
March 2019.  We are sorry we had to turn people away by the end as we had reached our 
capacity of 110 at the Public Health England facility.  We did not envisage that we would have 
had so much interest!  It was an excellent meeting with people travelling from as far as Russia, 
Australia and Canada to present their research and participate in active discussions about 
vaccines, antibiotic resistance, diagnostics and genomic analysis. 
 
The impetus for the meeting was best embodied by the amazing joint lecture given by Sabine 
Pereyre and Florence Tardy.  Here the boundaries between veterinary Mycoplasmology and 
the clinical Mycoplasmology were torn down and a unified understanding of underlying 
mechanisms of Antimicrobial resistance demonstrated surprising overlaps.  We hope this 
cross-fertilisation will continue for all areas of Mycoplasmology.  Keep the post-meeting 
collaborations and dialogue going! 
 
Many thanks to the Public Health England support team (Gloria Wilson and Yvette Howell), 
our sponsors (ThermoFisher Scientific, Mycoplasma Experience, SpeeDx, SfAM, Liofilchem, 
FEMS and ESGMAC – formerly ESGMID) and the other members of the Organising 
Committee (Eric Baranowski, Joerg Jores, Mike Beeton, Robin Nicholas, and Anne Ridley) 
 
Pictures and Programme are available at www.mycoplasma2019.website  
 
Many thanks!     Brad Spiller and Vicki Chalker 

 

 

        23rd 
IOM CONGRESS, JULY 5-9, 2019 – TEL AVIV, ISRAEL 

 

  
 
Dear IOM friends, 
IOM 2020 is coming fast, and is going to be a year from now: July 5-9th 2020. 
 
The web page for the conference is already up and can be found on this address:  http://iom2020.org/ 
Please sign up for information on the keep me updated link at :http://iom2020.org/keep-me-updated/ 
 
In case you’d like to enquire regarding special needs or requirements and even for supporting IOM 2020 

than please contact the conference secretariat Mrs Chen Harel at  Charel@paragong.com. 
 
Looking forward to see all IOM members at IOM 2020 
 
Ran and Inna 
 

  

http://www.mycoplasma2019.website/
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http://iom2020.org/&data=01%7c01%7cSpillerB%40cardiff.ac.uk%7c337bf4af33f74082eda608d6d4925c6e%7cbdb74b3095684856bdbf06759778fcbc%7c1&sdata=xpeAG7qMMEtKnblTASL1dltyzGH7ICAgmNCal7tgeyM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http://iom2020.org/keep-me-updated/&data=01%7c01%7cSpillerB%40cardiff.ac.uk%7c337bf4af33f74082eda608d6d4925c6e%7cbdb74b3095684856bdbf06759778fcbc%7c1&sdata=xUHdK99yT%2BBB9sYg9lGkXBee9d7yXrGLiNwUCylVEPo%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Charel@paragong.com
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UPCOMING MEETING: 4th IPWG meeting 8-12 September 2019 – Valencia  
 

Website: valencia2019.ipwgnet.org  (International Phytoplasmologist Working Group) 

Abstract deadline: Already Past – April 15, 2019   Abstract notification; May 15, 2019     

Late registration fees will apply after July 24, 2019 

For more information please contact: Assunta Bertaccini (Assunta.bertaccini@unibo.it) 

 

 

UPCOMING MEETING: International Symposium Mycoplasma and Coryza 13-15 Nov 2019 

– Landgoed ISVW (near Utrecht, Netherlands) 

Website: www.gdismc2019.com   

Abstract deadline: 15 July 2019   Abstract notification; 15 September 2019     

Late registration fees will apply after 12 June 2019 

For more information please contact: congress secretariat (ismc2019@gdanimalhealth.com) 

 

 
 
 
  

http://www.valencia2019.ipwgnet.org/
mailto:Assunta.bertaccini@unibo.it
http://www.gdismc2019.com/
mailto:ismc2019@gdanimalhealth.com
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UPCOMING MEETING: 5th Biennial USOM meeting 11-12 July 2019- La Jolla CA 
 
Website: https://www.usomycoplasmology.org/copy-of-2019-usom-meeting  

Abstract deadline: 17 May 2019   Late breaking Abstract deadline;TBA     

Registration fees Members $30, Non-members $40 and Students $20  

Accommodation: Hotel La Jolla $199 per night. 

For more information please contact Organisers: Mitchell Balish and Kim Wise 

The 5th Biennial Meeting of the United States Organization for Mycoplasmology, a local branch of the 
IOM, will take place July 11-12 at the J. Craig Venter Institute in La Jolla, California. Registration is 
available at https://www.usomycoplasmology.org/copy-of-2019-usom-meeting. A late-breaking abstract 
deadline will be announced at https://www.usomycoplasmology.org/copy-of-2019-abstract-submission 
at some point soon. Only those based in the US are eligible for USOM membership, but all are welcome 
to attend! 
 
Best regards, Mitch 
 
 

 
 

CALLING ALL MYCOPLASMA MANUSCRIPTS – Chih-Horng Kuo 

There are two calls for manuscripts: the papers will be published as soon as they are formally accepted, 
there won't be any delay for the entire collection/topic to come out. All papers that are included in these 
special topics should receive more effort for promotion by the journals. 
 
1. Frontiers in Microbiology & Frontiers in Genetics; Mollicutes: From Evolution To Pathogenesis 
https://www.frontiersin.org/research-topics/9908/mollicutes-from-evolution-to-pathogenesis  
 
Guest editors: Glenn Browning, Christine Citti, Chih-Horng Kuo, Meghan May, and Florence Tardy for this 
special topic. Please feel free to contact us directly for more information. The deadline is Aug. 30. 
 
2. PLOS ONE; Antimicrobial Resistance 
https://collections.plos.org/s/antimicrobial-resistance  
This is a broader topic with >30 handling editors, I'm probably the only one in Mycoplasmology. The 
deadline is Jun. 28. 
 
Best regards, Chih-Horng Kuo 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://www.usomycoplasmology.org/copy-of-2019-usom-meeting&data=01%7c01%7cSpillerB%40cardiff.ac.uk%7cc6bab816a59f41848d3108d6d3b47545%7cbdb74b3095684856bdbf06759778fcbc%7c1&sdata=eqgqwUsIfMawo5oA1cbX/GaBMdUhfZEALfu6At66xiI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://www.usomycoplasmology.org/copy-of-2019-usom-meeting&data=01%7c01%7cSpillerB%40cardiff.ac.uk%7cc6bab816a59f41848d3108d6d3b47545%7cbdb74b3095684856bdbf06759778fcbc%7c1&sdata=eqgqwUsIfMawo5oA1cbX/GaBMdUhfZEALfu6At66xiI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://www.usomycoplasmology.org/copy-of-2019-abstract-submission&data=01%7c01%7cSpillerB%40cardiff.ac.uk%7cc6bab816a59f41848d3108d6d3b47545%7cbdb74b3095684856bdbf06759778fcbc%7c1&sdata=spmK1QaLxOmJA2Hk9avkpxBcPWjoDwhzWRRAGk2j1Lc%3D&reserved=0
https://www.frontiersin.org/research-topics/9908/mollicutes-from-evolution-to-pathogenesis
https://collections.plos.org/s/antimicrobial-resistance
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TREASURER’S REPORT – Maria Pieters 
International Organization for Mycoplasmology 

Treasurer’s Report 
01/01/2019-04/28/2019 

 
 

Cash balance (USBank checking account): 
Beginning of period: $ 26,669.10 
End of period:            $ 25,821.19 
 
Income Received During the Period Covered:   
  
 
Expenses Paid During the Period Covered:  
 World Federation of Culture Collections – (€300)   $ 353.19         *IWT 
 International Union of Microbiological Societies - Membership $ 100.00 IWT 
 Checks for business account (150 checks – USBank)    $    76.98 BIW 
 GoDaddy for IOM Website (to Chris Minion)    $    42.34 Zelle 
 Bank fee for two IWT       $  156.00 BIW 
DreamHost – Web Hosting for IOM      $ 119.40 Check #5001 

    
*IWT: International Wire Transfer. BIW: Banking Institution Withdrawal. Zelle: No-cost domestic bank 

transfer.  
 
Financial Issues:   
Transition to new Treasurer-Dr. Maria Pieters: Dr. Gail Gasparich has patiently worked with Maria to 

transfer all accounts (Checking account, PayPal, and Vanguard).  
 
Additional Investment Account Updates:  Total $112,515.02 
  
Vanguard Admiral Treasury Money Market Fund   $  5,451.10 
 Vanguard Short-Term Federal Fund Admiral Shares   $75,180.52 
 Vanguard Short-Term Treasury Fund Investor Shares (IRPCM) $31,883.40 
 
October 2018 Balance was $110,007.72. Thus, the change was an increase of $2,507.30.  
 
Maria Pieters, DVM, PhD. 
IOM Treasurer 
April 28 2019 
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MYCOPLASMA BOVIS in NEW ZEALAND – John Roche 
 

In May 2018, the New Zealand Government announced NZD$30 million of funding for 

science to accelerate the eradication of Mycoplasma bovis from New Zealand. 

The Mycoplasma bovis Strategic Science Advisory Group (SSAG) was established in July 2018 

to provide independent advice on science priorities to the Mycoplasma bovis Governance 

Board, including the development of a science plan. 

In September, the Mycoplasma bovis SSAG hosted a two-day workshop in Wellington, 

New Zealand with around 75 local and international experts from science, veterinary, and 

educational organisations, industry, and government agencies. Drawing on the outputs of 

the workshop, the Mycoplasma bovis SSAG drafted a science plan – availablehere – to guide 

future research activities to accelerate the eradication of Mycoplasma bovis in New Zealand. 

We are interested in contracting the best research possible, and so are encouraging wide 

dissemination of the plan – including internationally, as funds are available to national and 

international providers. To increase the visibility of this opportunity, Professor Roger Ayling, a 

member of the Mycoplasma bovis SSAG, has suggested that the International Organization 

for Mycoplasmology website may be an appropriate place for publishing the plan (and 

potentially, for any subsequent procurement related documents, such as specific Requests 

for Proposals, which we expect to release in the coming months). 

Regular updates: https://www.mpi.govt.nz/protection-and-response/mycoplasma-bovis/ 

Science Plan published April 15, 2019: https://www.mpi.govt.nz/protection-and-

response/mycoplasma-bovis/strategic-science-advisory-group/ 

  

RELOCATION- Frank O. Bastian 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT from Dr. Frank O. Bastian, MD 
 
After much deliberation and after years of working as a gratis professor at LSU Agricultural Center, 
I recently decided to resign. As my research continues to move forward at an exciting pace, I 
decided to explore other exciting opportunities and partnerships during this next phase of my 
research that are more conducive to completing my long term goals. I have been in discussions 
with collaborators at Unified Sportsmen of Pennsylvania, inter alia, about a joint venture and will 
let you know once more details are confirmed. I am in the process of moving my laboratory to New 
Orleans and have included new e-mail contact information: bastianfrank87@gmail.com  (Phone 
504-610-9177). Thanks for your continued support with my research. 
 

  

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mpi.govt.nz%2Fprotection-and-response%2Fmycoplasma-bovis%2Fstrategic-science-advisory-group%2F&data=01%7C01%7CSpillerB%40cardiff.ac.uk%7C64a8a6d4ca0446c1bf3d08d6925ae3db%7Cbdb74b3095684856bdbf06759778fcbc%7C1&sdata=%2FTrqi%2BfcEazAqZDi4H%2FY0sC%2FkvMh9%2BIhBg5H8%2FdBHBU%3D&reserved=0
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/protection-and-response/mycoplasma-bovis/
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/protection-and-response/mycoplasma-bovis/strategic-science-advisory-group/
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/protection-and-response/mycoplasma-bovis/strategic-science-advisory-group/
mailto:bastianfrank87@gmail.com
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ESGMI is Now ESGMAC 
 

 
 
As of 06 January 2019, we have expanded the existing ESGMI (ESCMID study group for 
Mycoplasma infections) into ESGMAC (ESCMID study group for Mycoplasma and Chlamydia 
Infections). The re-formed study group will group both physicians and scientists who aim to study 
and understand the clinical presentation, and the epidemiology (including development of 
antimicrobial resistance) of Mycoplasma, Ureaplasma, Chlamydia and Chlamydophila infections 
in humans as well as to improve diagnosis, treatment, control and prevention. The group will also 
promote and support international research activities, education, training, and good medical 
practice. 
 
Furthermore, ESGMAC will complement and enhance activities with relevant international 
scientific societies such as the International Organization for Mycoplasmology (IOM), the 
European Society for Chlamydia research (ESCR) and the European Society for Chlamydioses, 
Coxiellosis, Anaplasmosis, Rickettsioses and Bartonellosis (ESCCAR). 
 
Please join ESGMAC! 
 
At the ECCMID Congress in Amsterdam this year and Executive Committee was elected: 
 
Chair: Ran Nir-Paz 
Secretary: Cecile Bébéar 
Treasurer: Gilbert Greub 
Science Officer: Mike Beeton 
Education Officer: Katherine Loens 
 
Please feel free to contact any of the above for more information about the activities of or joining 
this study group. 
 

 


