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MESSAGE FROM THE IOM CHAIR 
 

Fellow Mycoplasmologists 
 
Firstly I would like to thank Meghan May and her team (Mitch Balish, Dan Brown, Mick Calcutt, 
Steve Geary, John Glass, Maria Pieters, Amy Ratliff and Nancy Wells) for organizing such a 
successful congress in July this year. 
 
I would also like to thank Cécile Bébéar for her leadership of the organization over the last two 
years. 
 
Ran Nir-Paz and his team have now commenced planning for our next congress in Tel Aviv in 
2020. Yonathon Arfi and Carole Lartigue have kindly agreed to chair the Scientific Program 
Committee for the congress and have already assembled their committee and started 
identifying speakers. 
 
Rohini Chopra-Dewasthaly will chair the Awards Committee for the next biennium. I would like 
ask all IOM members to start thinking now of worthy nominees for our awards in 2020. 
 
The IOM Board will soon be calling for final applications to host our 2022 congress. Members in 
Osaka, Nanjing and Wales have expressed an interest and presented preliminary proposals to 
the board while were in Portsmouth. We expect to make the final decision over the next few 
months. 
 
Dan Brown has advised that he will be stepping down as chair of the Mollicutes Subcommittee 
of the International Committee on Systematics of Prokaryotes after many years of outstanding 
service. I would like to thank Dan on everyone’s behalf for his considerable contributions to 
mollicute taxonomy. 
 
The IOM Board for the next biennium is Brad Spiller, who continues in the role of Secretary 
General, Sabine Pereyre, our Membership Secretary, Maria Pieters, our new Treasurer, Mitchell 
Balish, our Information Officer, Christine Citti, who is continuing as IRPCM Chair, Cécile Bébéar, 
our Past IOM Chair, Steve Geary, our Chair Elect, Carole Lartigue, Birgit Henrich, Rohini Chopra-
Dewasthaly, Ran Nir-Paz, and Chih-Horng Kuo. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Glenn Browning 



4  

 
 
 
 
 
  

 
   

22nd 
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The next International IOM 
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Israel on 5-9 July 2020 

See you there! 
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THE 2018 IOM AWARDS 

 
These awards honour the highest achievers in our field and are initiated through specific 
nomination by IOM members. 

 
Emmy Klieneberger-Nobel Award -- for outstanding research in mycoplasmology 

 
2018 Recipient: Joachim Frey 

 
Peter Hannan Award -- for outstanding research in applied clinical mycoplasmology. 

 

2018 Recipient: Lisa Manhart 

 
Derrick Edward Award -- for outstanding research in mycoplasmology by a young researcher. 

 

2018 Recipient: Rohini Chopra-Dewasthaly 

 
Robert Whitcomb Award -- for outstanding research in plant mycoplasmology. 

 

2018 Recipient: Yan Zhou 

 
Louis Dienes Poster Award – is given to recognize an outstanding poster in mycoplasmology by 

an author who is a postdoctoral fellow. 
 

2018 Recipient: Luis Garcia Morales for “ENGINEERING MYCOPLASMA PNEUMONIAE CELLS FOR 

THE PRODUCTION OF SATURATED FATTY ACIDS” 

 
Harry Morton Poster Award - is given in recognition of an outstanding poster presentation in 

mycoplasmology by a graduate student. 
 

2018 Recipient: James Pelletier for “GENETIC DETERMINANTS FOR VARIATION OF CELL SIZE AND 

SHAPE IN MINIMAL CELLS” 

 
 

Founder’s Award – IOM Board award for outstanding support to the IOM. 
 

2018 Recipient: Christine Citti 
 

 

Honorary IOM Lifetime members – Elected from proposed nominees by the IOM Board. 
 

2018 Recipients: Joachim Frey and Sarabell Madoff 
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        THE IOM BOARD 2016 – 2018 MEETING MINUTES 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

2016-2018 IOM BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
22nd IOM CONGRESS  

3:00 pm Sunday June 8th 2018, Warner Room, Portsmouth New Hampshire 
 

Present: Glenn Browning, Steve Djordjevic, Meghan May, Brad Spiller, Cécile Bébéar, Mitchell Balish, Li 

Xiao, Sabine Pereyre; Gail Gasparich, Christine Citti, Pascal Sirand-Pugnet, Chih-Horng Kuo, Paola Pilo, 

Joerg Jores, Steven Szczepanek, Dan Brown, Steven Geary, Ran Nir-Paz. 

 

Apologies from: Cheryl Jenkins. 

 

1. Opening, welcome and introduction (Cécile Bébéar) 

Cécile welcomed the elected officers and appointed at-large members of the board and thanked them for 

the support over the last 2 years.  Regarding the Standard Operating Procedures for the Scientific Program 

Committee and Awards Committee, both Li Xiao and Pascal Sirand-Pugnet had agreed to update the 

previous SOPs to guide the respective chairs for these posts for IOM 2020. Cecile confirmed that the next 

IOM congress will be hosted in Tel Aviv and welcomed the chair of the Local Organising committee Ran 

Nir-Paz.  Cecile warmly thanked Gail Gasparich for her continued role as Treasurer over the last 2 years, 

given exceptional circumstances where she was unable to pass on her role in 2016.  Cecile also announced 

exceptional circumstances where the IOM had pledged beyond the standing $11,000 support to facilitate 

student grants, 3 from the U.S. and 17 from other countries. D. Brown received $5,000 from NIH to pay 

travel awards for US students and other IOM expenses. 

 

2. Officer and Committee reports  

a. Steven Djordjevic (Past Chair)  
Steve Djordjevic commented that things had progressed very well as observed from the post of 

Past-Chair. 

Chair, DR. CÉCILE BÉBÉAR (France)   
Chair-Elect, DR. GLENN BROWNING (Australia) 
Past Chair, DR. STEVEN DJORDJEVIC (Australia)  
Secretary-General, DR. BRAD SPILLER (UK) 
Treasurer, DR. GAIL GASPARICH (USA) 
Membership-Secretary, DR. SABINE PEREYRE (France) 
Information Officer, DR MITCHELL BALISH (USA) 
IRPCM Chair: DR CHRISTINE CITTI (France) 
At-Large Members, DR. LI XIAO (USA), DR.PAOLA PILO (Switzerland), DR. STEVEN SZCZEPANEK (USA), DR 
JOERG JORES (Kenya), DR CHERYL JENKINS (Australia), DR. CHIH-HORNG KUO (Taiwan) 
 

http://www.iom-online.org/ 
 

INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATION 

FOR MYCOPLASMOLOGY 
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b. Brad Spiller (Secretary-General) 

Seconded the thanks of Gail’s continuous and immediate response over the last 2 years and 

requested that Li and Pascal forward their updated S.O.P’s for their roles, and that Cecile’s legacy 

will be improved efficiency and clarity on the roles and timings of these committees for the 

running of IOM congresses. Thanks also to Mitchell Balish in his role as web-master and 

invaluable contribution to sorting out abstract submission, election result handling and 

membership access. 

c. Sabine Pereyre (Membership Secretary)-attached 

196 members were paid up through December 2018, compared to 190 members in 2016. 

The low number of overlapping members between the Asian OM was discussed and Li Xiao 

commented that she had spoken to some Korean members of the AOM who had not even heard 

of the IOM. 

d. Christine Citti (IRPCM) 

IRPCM past activity goals were set up at the 2016 Congress, including increased communications. 

Two IRPCM workshops were proposed to Meghan May for consideration at the 2018 congress, 

the result being that the Antibiotic Resistance session was scheduled for the last day of the 

conference, rather than as a separate workshop. The second major goal was the development of 

an IRPCM dedicated website for increased visibility, which has been successfully constructed.  

There are many posts that need to be renewed in the IRPCM and this is currently under way.  

Team leaders are responsible for finding their successors. A gap analyses was started for 

improving the functioning of the IRPCM and discussions had about a workshop to precede IOM 

2020 in Tel Aviv.  One group was removed – Cell Culture has been discontinued. Structures of the 

teams are vertical (host species) and others are transverse (methodology, therapy).  In particular 

stimulation of IRPCM members to get them to contribute if they don’t attend the congress is a 

challenge.  In the future IRPCM may have sub-meetings within other meetings like FEMS or other 

specialist meetings. 

e. Daniel Brown (Taxonomy) 

There was a very controversial manuscript published earlier this year in the journal Antonie van 

Leeuwenhoek (Gupta et al., 2018. 111(9):1583-1630) that proposes a complete redefinition of the 

existing taxonomy and nomenclature of Mollicutes.  The committee is considering how to respond 

to this outside unwarranted influence. Dan Brown also announced that he will be stepping down 

as chair of the taxonomy committee after 10 years. The board thanks Dan for his long term support. 

f. Lynn Duffy / Ken Waites (Archivist Report) – only one request for information: from Gail 

Gasparich for the Incorporation Documents to transfer the role to Maria Pieters. Transfer of 

existing documents to a digital form should be discussed before the next congress. 
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g. The Mollicutes Collection (Daniel Brown) 

The collection is active, and is now an official member of the World Federation of Culture 

Collections and the entire collection is now available online through the WFCC’s website. A steady 

stream of requests for strains and anti-sera have come through over the last two years and the 

revenue generated was between $4,000-5,000, more than covering the costs of relocation. While 

this collection should count as one of the 2 required separate collection holdings for an organism 

to be considered for official acceptance and transfer from candidatus status, as it meets all the 

requirements, including issuing a certificate of deposition, one member of the judicial 

commission of ISPC that disputes the collection as meeting this criteria.  

h. Pascal Sirand-Pugnet (Awards Committee) 

The committee was composed of 10 members (5 from the previous committee and 5 new). The 

main awards were decided: Joachim Frey, Rohini Chopra Dewasthaly, Lisa Manhart and Yan Zhao.  

The latter was unable to attend the meeting and has been asked to give his presentation at the 

next congress (to be passed on to the next chair). 

i. Treasurer report (Gail Gasparich)-attached. 

Gail raised some questions about how the keynote speakers were to be reimbursed, and whether 

the Local Committee was responsible; however, as this meeting is in the USA, uniquely for this 

congress there was no separation of accounts. However, the meeting won’t be overspent by 

prediction.  There appears to be inconsistency between congresses on the issue of an 

honorarium, as it has been decided for each congress individually. IOM 2008 had a $1,000 

honorarium, but IOM 2014 and IOM 2016 had no honorariums.  The State of Florida contacted 

the IOM and $6,500 was forwarded as part of an outstanding debt from 1996 Orlando meeting.  

Christine Citti raised the issue that some Universities do not authorize the use of PayPal to pay 

registration fees and that this should be considered for the next congress. 

 

3. Update for IOM Website (Mitchell Balish) 

Over the last 2 years alterations include the transition of the new IRPCM site (and thanks to Christine 

Citti for help).  A new process was used for abstract handling this year: At a cost of approximately 

$3000, C-Paper was used this time and appeared to work very well and we will likely use it in the future.  

Long term use results in a discounted rate.  A security issue arose with the hosting website platform 

and was dealt with very quickly by Jason Minion, within a few hours of the attack.  Nothing appears to 

have been compromised.  Thanks for continuing support from Mitchell to Jason and Chris Minion.  For 

future use of C-Paper as an abstract handling system the hosting countries will have to add the cost to 

their budget or come up with an alternative that can be meshed with the IOM.  Discussion as to 

whether the Board should determine the abstract handling system or whether the Local Organising 

Committee has some flexibility to utilize an alternative system, resulted in the decision that the LOC 
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has the ability to propose an abstract handling system that is subject to the acceptance of the 

Information Officer, Scientific Committee and Awards Committee; however, if difficulties are foreseen 

the Board will intervene to make a final decision on which abstract handling system to use, by ballot. 

4. General Data Protection Regulation and the IOM (Brad Spiller) 

International requirements have increased and IOM, IRPCM and the Subcommittee on Taxonomy all 

require a GDPR to be put in place.  The best system is to be put on the web, with an opt-out issue to 

be removed from the database.  We will adapt existing Microbiology Society GDPR policies (with the 

advice sought from Dan Brown, Mitchell Balish, and Christine Citti).  Policy will be posted, membership 

informed and the capacity for contacted members to opt out and have their information removed from 

the database. 

5. Report on 22nd Congress by Local Organizing Committee (Meghan May), (travel awards, budget, 

stats, etc.) and Li Xiao (22nd IOM Congress Scientific Program Overview) 

Meghan’s report on the 22nd IOM Congress started by thanking Gail Gasparich for running the 

financial part of the meeting as there was no separate bank account.  She also thanked the LOC for 

early planning and interfacing with other committees, in particular Mitchell Balish, Dan Brown, 

Steve Geary and John Glass. She acknowledged Dan for putting together the abstract book, and 

Mitchell for aiding in recruiting sponsors as well as linking all sponsors to the website. The fine 

tuning of the details in the congress were largely attributed to her Mom, Nancy.  Numbers for this 

meeting were lower than expected - the forecast was for 300 delegates, registrations at 175 bring 

this meeting more in line with the last 2 Congresses and that this likely reflects funding situations.  

With limited budgets, the competition for enticing registrants should be contemplated for the 

future.  Single day registrations were used to entice clinicians (especially with the incorporation of 

continuing learning credits for attendance) to increase numbers and incorporation of the IRPCM 

workshop into the main program to avoid loss of attendance due to attrition of congress 

participants.  Registrations and tickets raised $115,735 taken in from delegates and sponsorship 

raised comes to $21,550 with Roche (thanks to Ken Waites) as the highest sponsor. Minimum room 

reservations were met for the hotel which meant that only food, beverages and AV were being 

charged to the LOC.  

Li’s report is appended to the minutes: The committee was made up of 16 members from different 

countries and disciplines. Unexpected difficulties in confirming the Keynote speakers were 

encountered, but 3 speakers were eventually secured (with thanks to Dan Brown, John Glass and 

Meghan May).  Two abstract submissions were taken (one in January and late-breaking in April), 

yielding 196 regular submission abstracts, with some subsequent withdrawls, and 20 late-breaking 

abstracts, resulting in a final number of 216 abstracts. Sadly, visa issues caused last minute 

withdrawls from Chinese delegates and Iranian delegates currently working in Australia who did 

not receive visas despite applying months ago.  Visa issues were discussed and future congresses 
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should take into consideration that the formal acceptance notification is required very early to 

enable the visa to be applied for at the earliest convenience. Future acceptance of abstracts for 

those requiring visas, should have an initial “acceptance” formal letter generated before “scientific 

importance review” as long as the abstract has come from a known and recognized Mycoplasma 

research group.  

6. Nominations for New Honorary IOM members 

Joachim Frey and Sarabell Madoff were nominated and accepted as this congress’s Honorary IOM 

members.  

7. Update on 22nd IOM 2020 meeting in Tel Aviv (Ran Nir-Paz) 

The logo has been generated as a stylized fried-egg colonies scattered over the sky line of Tel Aviv. 

Handouts advertising the IOM 2020 Congress were distributed. Visas issues were being raised by 

representatives from many countries. Suggested invited speakers were presented that would be 

willing to come that are local and interested in giving keynote speeches to be referred to the new 

chair of the Scientific Committee. The FEMS contact has already been contacted for funding.  The 

venue was shown (including a breakfast buffet that extends for 10 meters!).  The venue includes 

small conference rooms and large halls for the final program and any potential workshops that 

may arise.  Ran also discussed potential to draw in related researchers from other fields included 

Mycoplasma interests in wine making.  The Old Man in the Sea Restaurant was shown as the 

suggested venue for the Congress dinner. Accommodation will be easily sorted as Tel Aviv has a 

wide range of possible venues, but AirBnB will be the cheapest, and tours can be easily offered as 

well.  The airport is very close to the venue and $5,000 has been agreed for sponsorship already.  

Early bird registration will likely decrease relative to the maximum presented, depending on how 

much sponsorship is secured, which will likely be reflective of the keynote speakers and the IRPCM 

workshops arranged. 

8. Other Items of Business  

No other items of business were brought forward. 

9. Adjournment 

Meeting was adjourned at 5:20 p.m. 
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THE IOM BOARD 2018 – 2020 MEETING MINUTES 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

2018-2020 IOM BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
22nd IOM CONGRESS 

6 pm Tuesday June 10th 2016, Warner room, Portsmouth, NH 
 

Present: Glenn Browning, Steve Geary, Meghan May, Brad Spiller, Cécile Bébéar, Mitchell Balish, Sabine 

Pereyre, Christine Citti, Maria Pieters, Chih-Horng Kuo, Ran Nir-Paz, Rohini Chopra-Dewasthaly. 

 

Apologies from: Birgit Henrich, Carole Lartigue-Prat. 

 

1. 10 minute presentations to host IOM 2022 (China, Japan, UK) 

Makoto Miyata presented a proposal to host IOM 2022 in Osaka, Japan (undefined date, although 
semesters end July 31) in conjunction with the Japanese Society of Mycoplasmology (established 1974, 
currently 188 active members). Hongmei Sun presented a proposal to host IOM 2022 in Nanjing, China in 
conjunction with the Asian Organisation of Mycoplasmology (July 3-6, 2022). Brad Spiller presented a 
proposal to host IOM 2022 in Cardiff, Wales (July 17-24, 2022). 
 

2. Opening, welcome and introduction (Glenn Browning) 

All board members introduced themselves and Glenn formally initiated the meeting. 

3. Items passed on from the IOM Old Board (Cécile Bébéar) 

Cecile reiterated that updated SOPs for the Local Organizing Committee, Scientific Program 

Committee and Awards Committee will need to be passed on to the Executive board before 

Christmas 2018, so they can be passed on to the new chairs for IOM 2020. 

4. Update of the IRPCM goals and operations (Christine Citti) 

The Board meeting summary for the IRPCM included renewal of team leaders, continuation of 

improvements to the webpage (reports, summary, goals defined), and determining how the IRPCM 

will interact with the next congress (Workshop or defined Session). The IRPCM has a defined 

budget and following the appointments of new team leaders decisions on its use will be 

determined by SKYPE meeting.  Glenn encouraged the development of IRPCM Workshops for 

IOM2020 as he had sponsorship contacts. Christine felt that the potential for a workshop would 

Chair, DR. GLENN BROWNING (Australia) 
Chair-Elect, DR. STEVEN GEARY (USA)  
Past Chair, DR. CÉCILE BÉBÉAR (France)   
Secretary-General, DR. BRAD SPILLER (UK) 
Treasurer, DR. MARIA PIETERS (USA) 
Membership-Secretary, DR. SABINE PEREYRE (France) 
Information Officer, DR MITCHELL BALISH (USA) 
IRPCM Chair: DR CHRISTINE CITTI (France) 
At-Large Members, CHIH-HORNG KUO (Taiwan), RAN NIR-PAZ (Israel), ROHINI CHOPRA DEWASTHALY 
(Austria), BIRGIT HENRICH (Germany), CAROLE LARTIGUE-PRAT (France). 
 

http://www.iom-online.org/ 
 

INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATION 

FOR MYCOPLASMOLOGY 
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be decided by end of December 2018.  Ran clarified the best way to secure funding and to get free 

venues, and indicated that Jerusalem workshops would be even cheaper. Ran suggested a 

potential interest to generate a workshop on phages in Mycoplasma as an example, and co-

ordination with the team leaders to evaluate which topics would have the best attendance.  The 

time line agreed was for team leader consensus for areas of interest by the end of October, and a 

decision on which workshop ideas to develop for IOM 2020 to be decided by the end of December 

2018. 

5. Proposed formation of the United States Organization for Mycoplasmology local branch (Mitchell 

Balish) 

Mitchell introduced the concept of a “Local Branch” for the IOM, where the Executive board 

oversees the local branch, but the local branch has control over their own officers and 

membership. This proposal has evolved due to the cessation of Division G of the American 

Society of Microbiology, which previously had been used for US Mycoplasma cohesiveness 

(symposia in the Mycoplasma field and a dedicated poster session for Mycoplasmology). A formal 

proposal for a Local Branch will require a petition forwarded and supported by 10 principle 

investigators, the chair for this LB would be Mitchell Balish and the Secretary would be Meghan 

May.  The LB would have the capacity to organize US-based meetings and collect membership 

dues (held by the IOM to alleviate the difficulties of generating a charitable status) specifically for 

the LB as a separate account.  The Executive board was supportive with the agreed conditions 

that all members paying LB dues MUST already be paid up members of the IOM and that the LB 

cannot organize a formal meeting on even numbered years (i.e. competing with the official 

Biennial IOM Congresses). 

6. Nominations of chairs of committees 

Scientific Program Committee for 2020 – Carole Latigue (co-chair Yonathan Arfi) 

 Travel Awards Committee for 2020 – Alain Blanchard has been approached, but his 

agreement has not yet been confirmed 

Scientific Awards Committee for 2020 – Rohini Chopra-Dewasthaly 

7. 2020 IOM Congress Plans  

Ran is pursuing sponsorship from FEMs and other potential funders and generating ideas for the IRPCM 

workshops.  Ran wants to determine a good framework soon to allow enough time to plan for a 

successful meeting and make it as attractive as possible. 

8. Other Items of Business for this Board 

9. Adjournment 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m. 
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2018 IOM ARCHIVIST REPORT – Ken Waites and Lynn Duffy 

There has been one request for information from the archives during the last biennium. Gail Gasparich, 
the current treasurer for the IOM, requested a digital copy of the incorporation documents for the 
organization which we located in Box 2 of the Archived material (which was where it was noted to be).  
She wished to provide this information to the new treasurer. There is a 20 page document (application to 
IRS) for non-profit status and a 1 page certificate giving us that status. 
 
Report prepared by Lynn Duffy 
July 6, 2018 
 

2018 IOM SCIENTIFIC PROGRAM COMMITTEE REPORT – Li Xiao 
 
The 22st IOM Scientific  Program Committee (SPC) was assembled in July, 2016 and started to 
work almost immediately. 
 
1. Scientific Program Committee Members 

There are 16 members served on the Scientific Program Committee for the 2016-2018 biennium:  
Li Xiao (USA), Chair, John Glass (USA), Vice-Chair, Mitch Balish (USA), Assunta Bertaccini 
(Italy), Rohini Chopra-Dewasthaly (Austria), Robert E. Davis (USA), Roger Dumke (Germany), 
Guoqing Shao (China), Jorgen Jensen (Denmark), Christine Knox (Australia), Chih-Horng Kuo 
(Taiwan), Carole Lartigue (France), Meghan May (USA), Makoto Miyata (Japan), Ran Nir-Paz 
(Israel), and Jorge Timenetsky (Brazil).  
Members represent different research fields of Mycoplasmology and the countries/regions of the 
mycoplasmologists.  

2. Keynote speakers  

We experienced un-expected difficulties in determining the keynote speakers at the beginning of 
the action. We have send out invitations to more than 10 candidates but all have been rejected 
or not replied. With many efforts from SPC members and LOC members, we finally identified 3 
keynote speakers: Roy Curtiss (University of Florida, recommended by Dan Brown), Karen 
Nelson (JCVI, recommended by John Glass), and Rita Colwell (UMD, recommended by Meghan 
May). Later, Romney Humphries (Accelerate Diagnostics) replaced Rita Cowell. Just before the 
congress, we received a notice that Karen Nelson won’t be able to attend the congress and 
Sanjay Vashee will deliver the lecture for Karen Nelson. 
3. Abstract submission and review 

We are using a new abstract submission website operated by cPaper for this congress. In close 
collaboration with the website manager/staff and our Information Officer, Mitch Balish, we have 
successfully managed the abstract submission, review and sessioning. The abstract submission 
process included the regular submission (December 1st 2017 to February 16, 2018) and a Late 
Breaking submission (April 16, 2018 to April 30, 2018). We received 192 abstracts for regular 
submission and 20 abstracts for Late Breaking submission.  There are 206 abstracts included in 
the printed program book. Four more abstracts were withdrawn after that. The abstract review 
panel was assembled according to the proposed review categories by the SPC members.  The 
regular submission review was finished by March 23, 2018. The Late Breaking submission 
review was finished by May 11, 2018. The abstract sessioning was finished on May 31, 2018 
and a final program and author index was generated. 
 
4. The Scientific Program 

We have active discussions among the SPC members about the scientific program. From the 
draft to the final version, there are many rounds of discussions and modifications. We believe 
that we have made a balanced scientific program for this congress. The program included 3 
keynote lectures, 3 award lectures, 7 symposiums, 2 short-talks, and 3 poster sessions. After 
communicating with the IRPCM group and LOC, the Antimicrobial Workshop was also included 
in the 4-day scientific program. We have arranged the human mycoplasma topics in one day 
(last day of the congress) and with Meghan May’s effort, it is the first time that IOM will be able to 
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provide the continued education credit for the those who will attend the 1-day meeting on human 
mycoplasma topics. We wish this will attract more physicians to attend the congress. We also 
spread the poster sessions into 3 days instead of 2 days as usual. We hope this will give 
delegates more time in poster presentations and discussions, as well as give the Award 
Committee enough time to evaluate the Harry Morton and Louis Dienes award presentations. 
 
5. Lessons and suggestions for the future  

 
1). Modification of the categories/tracts of the abstracts. The current 10 categories didn’t fit well 
for the fast development of the current mycoplasma research. Re-classification is needed to 
reflect the new fields of research, such as the “-omics”. “Chemotherapy and Vaccines” is better 
to be two separated categories.  
2). Keynote speaker searching. This turned out to be most difficult task for this SPC. We started 
early but finished quite late with even later replacement. We suggest to make a broader 
searching range in the future. 
 
Li Xiao 
Chair of the Scientific Program Committee 
July 7, 2018 
 

2018 IOM SCIENTIFIC AWARDS COMMITTEE REPORT – Pascal Sirand-Pugnet 

The 22nd IOM Awards Committee was assembled in early September, 2017. 
1. Awards Committee Members: 

The following 10 members served on the Committee for the 2016-2018 biennium:  
 
Five hold over members: Assunta Bertaccini (Italy), Peter Kuhnert (Switzerland), Makoto Miyata (Japan), 
Brad Spiller (UK), Sanjay Vashee (USA). 
Five New members: Pascal Sirand-Pugnet (Chair, France), Glenn Browning (Australia), Maria Lluch-Senar* 
(Spain), Sabine Pereyre* (France), Ken Waites* (USA) (*) recipients of the major IOM 2016 awards 
 
In order to reinforce the presence of specialists in plant mollicutes, Mickael Kube (Germany) was appointed 
as ad hoc member, with the approval of the IOM Chair. As the Robert F. Whitcomb Award was not 
attributed during the last biennium (no nomination), this decision was also in accordance with IOM board 
recommendations to put a special effort to stimulate the participation of plant mollicutes scientists. 
 
Under the unfortunate circumstances, 3 AC members were unable to attend the congress. The following 
3 ad hoc members were then appointed, with the approval of the IOM Chair, as the replacements for the 
poster awards evaluation at the congress. 
Four Ad hoc members: Xavier Foissac (France), Jörg Stülke (Germany), Martina Seruga Music (Croatia). 
 
2. 2018 Emmy Klieneberger-Nobel (EKN), Derrick Edward (DE), Peter Hannan (PH) Awards, and Robert 

F. Whitcomb Award (RFW) evaluation and selection of the recipients. 

The first call for nominations was distributed by emails to the IOM members by the IOM Secretary-
General, Dr. Brad Spiller on September  11, 2017. The deadline for the 2018 IOM award nominations 
(Emmy Klieneberger-Nobel; Derrick Edward Award; Peter Hannan Award and Robert F. Whitcomb 
Awards) was first set on December 15, 2017 and then extended to December 22, 2017. 
A total of 11 nomination packages were received by the deadline. The packages were organized by the 
Chair and distributed to the members on December 22, 2017 for evaluation.   
 
The published criteria and rules for each award were followed. The ballot for the 2018 EKN/DE/PH/RFW 
awards was distributed on December 22, 2017. All members completed ballots listing all nominees (with 
abstention from any members with conflicts) and returned their votes by February 24, 2018, 
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concurrently to the Chair and to Dr. Brad Spiller for verification. 

The recipient of each award was decided by majority votes, and was reported to the IOM Chair, Dr. Cécile 
Bébéar, and the Secretary-General on February 8, 2018.  

Each recipient was individually informed by the Committee Chair by email on February 8, 2018.  

The Committee Report including a condensed biographical sketch and a summary of the scientific work 
of each recipient was prepared and sent by the Secretary-General for the first public announcement in 
the IOM Newsletter Volume 42, Number 1, April 2018. The recipients selected were: 
Emmy Klieneberger-Nobel Award: Joachim Frey (Switzerland)- for outstanding research in 
Mycoplasmology 
Joachim Frey studied chemistry and biochemistry at the Universities of Geneva (Switzerland) and Uppsala 
(Sweden). He earned his PhD at the University of Geneva 1980 on the origin of DNA replication. He 
worked as a research fellow at the Max Planck Institute Berlin and subsequently at University of Geneva 
on plasmid incompatibility and genetic engineering techniques. In 1986 he acted as invited professor at 
the Université du Québec à Montréal, Canada. Since 1987 he leads the research activities at the Institute 
of Veterinary Bacteriology, University of Bern where he got nominated full professor and director if the 
institute in 2000. His research centres on host pathogen interactions of bacterial animal pathogens. He 
worked on several Mycoplasma species and unravelled the role of glycerol uptake and metabolism as a 
major virulence attribute of Mycoplasma mycoides subsp. mycoides via production and translocation of 
H2O2 and oxygen radicals to host cells. He detected RTX toxins as primary virulence factors of 
Actinobacillus pleuropneumoniae and was involved in the development of a successfully commercialized 
vaccine against porcine actinobacillosis. In Aeromonas salmonicida causing furunculosis in salmon trout 
and char, he detected type III secretion as central virulence attribute. His research also includes 
molecular epidemiology of Bacillus anthracis and Francisella tularensis. From 1995 to 2016 he was 
member of the Swiss Federal Commission of Biological Safety. He was nominated honorary professor of 
the National University of Singapore and the Jiangsu Academy of Agricultural Sciences Nanjing China. J. 
Frey attended his first IOM congress in 1988 in Baden bei Wien (Austria) which motivated him to join 
IOM. He was chair of IIOM, from 2010 - 2012, is member of the International Committee on Systematics 
of Prokaryotes.   
 
Derrick Edward Award: Rohini Chopra-Dewasthaly (Austria) -- for outstanding research in 
Mycoplasmology by a young investigator 
Having obtained her PhD in yeast genetics and molecular biology (in Dec 2001, from CSIR-IMTech, India), 
she did not imagine that genetic manipulations in mycoplasmas, the small simple prokaryotes, could be 
so challenging during her PostDoc project! After having successfully established the first potential tools 
and techniques for the genetic manipulation of M. agalactiae and M. bovis, the main research objective 
was to better understand the molecular basis of M. agalactiae pathogenicity, mainly (i) by identifying its 
infection-related genes, and (ii) by studying the role of the Vpma antigenic variation system to get 
valuable insights into the dynamic behavior of mycoplasma populations causing persistent chronic 
infections. To this effect, construction of ‘phase-locked’ mutants (PLMs) was an important breakthrough 
in mycoplasmology (resulting in the Louis Dienes award at the IOM Congress in Cambridge in 2006) to 
dissect and understand the biological significance of large multigene families devoted to phase variation. 
Several in vitro and in vivo studies with these PLMs revealed new facets of M. agalactiae antigenic 
variation system and clearly established its importance for the in-host survival and persistence of the 
pathogen, besides establishing the Vpmas as ‘immune evasion proteins’ with a novel role as major 
cytadhesins leading to differential infection potential of the variants. Additional extramural research 
grants concentrated on successful identification of genes essential for host colonization and for systemic 
spreading by negative selection of transposon mutants in the sheep infection model. Currently, Rohini is 
trying to understand the host responses associated with M. agalactiae infections and to study host-
pathogen interactions at molecular cellular level. Rohini was also a member of Scientific Program 
Committee from 2010-2012 (19th IOM Congress) and from 2016-2018 (22nd IOM Congress). 
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Peter Hannan Award: Lisa Manhart (USA) -- for outstanding research in applied clinical 
Mycoplasmology 
Lisa Manhart’s research interests lie in the field of sexually transmitted infections (STI) and sexual risk 
behavior, with a specific focus on the epidemiology of Mycoplasma genitalium. Her work includes studies 
that have contributed to establishing M. genitalium as a sexually transmitted pathogen, demonstrating 
associations with female reproductive tract disease syndromes, and highlighting challenges with 
emerging antimicrobial resistance. In addition to her work on M. genitalium, she maintains a research 
portfolio studying sexual risk behavior, the role of the male genital tract microbiome in STI syndromes, 
and other specific STI pathogens including Chlamydia trachomatis, Neisseria gonorrhoeae, and human 
papillomavirus. 
 
Robert F. Whitcomb Award: Yan Zhao (USA) – for outstanding research in plant and insect 
Mycoplasmology 
Yan Zhao’s work is centred on phytoplasmas, which are genetically related to mycoplasmas that infect 
human and animals; but phytoplasmas infect only plants and a special group of insects. Phytoplasmas are 
responsible for numerous plant diseases that impact agriculture and our environment. His research is 
focused on two major areas: Detection and identification of diverse phytoplasmas; using genome 
information and DNA fingerprinting technology, he has identified genetic markers that can distinguish 
different phytoplasmas and constructed an online tool, iPhyClassifier. The second focal point of his 
research is identification of molecular targets for disease control, since phytoplasmal infection can 
subvert the master plan of the development of a host plant by changing the properties of plant stem 
cells, he has aided in constructing a model to explain how a pathogen can redefine the destiny of plant 
stem cells. He is hopeful that our findings will shed light on eventual discovery of molecular targets for 
combating phytoplasmal diseases. 
Unfortunately, Yan Zhao was not able to attend the IOM congress. IOM chair decided to postpone his 
award lecture to the next IOM congress in 2020. 
 
3. 2016 Louis Dienes (LD) and Harry Morton (HM) awards evaluation and selection of the recipients 

Contestants for these awards were self-nominated at the time of abstract submission for the 2018 
Congress. At the deadline for submission, there were 9 nominations for the Louis Dienes award for an 
outstanding poster by a postdoctoral fellow and 49 nominations for the Harry Morton award for an 
outstanding poster presentation by a graduate student. After adjustment for late abstract submissions, 
withdrawals, and multiple abstracts per nominee, the final number of LD nominee was 9 and HM 
nominee was 46.  
 
With helps from the Scientific Program Chair, Dr. Li Xiao, the nominated abstracts were sent to the AC 
members on June 18, 2018.  At the same time, each member’s attendance to the congress was 
confirmed and 3 ad hoc members were appointed as mentioned above. The committee members were 
then contacted and requested by the chair to start a primary evaluation of those abstracts.  Based on the 
initial review of abstracts, the committee members submitted a ranking of abstracts to the Chair in early 
June, 2018. These were compiled into a “short list” of 12 preselected abstracts for the HM award and a 
ranking from 1 to 9 for the LD award. The lists were re-distributed to the members on July 06, 2018. 
 
AC members were invited to propose, at the end of the first day of the congress, one additional poster to 
be considered by all members. The updated list will be sent back to all members by the Chair. By 
Wednesday, July 11, 10:00pm, all members have to send their vote for both awards to the Chair. Winners 
will be announced at the end of the morning session on July 12. 
 
A digital template was prepared by the Chair’s team for all award certificates. This will be provided for 
the next AC Chair. 
 
Pascal Sirand-Pugnet 
Chair of the Award Committee - July 6, 2018 
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2018 IOM MEMBERSHIP REPORT – Sabine Pereyre 

To encourage the IOM membership, emails were sent in January 2018 to people from our database that 
had not pay through 2016 or beyond, inviting them to renew their membership.  
A total of 181 personal emails were sent. A few days after, Gail Gasparich, the IOM treasurer, noticed some 
renewals from this sending.  
 
Mid June 2018, we had 196 members paid through December 2018 or beyond.  
In 2016 around this time, we had 190 members.  
In 2014, around this time, we had 181 members.  
The IOM membership is thus quite stable over the last few years.  
 
 
 

Sabine Pereyre  
Membership Secretary 

 
2018 IOM INFORMATION OFFICER REPORT – Mitchell Balish 

7 July 2018 
Introduction 
 There were two fundamental changes to on-line operations by the IOM during the past 
biennium, impacting the IRPCM component of the IOM website and the handling of abstracts for 
the 22nd Congress. Also, a security incident went by without significant complications. 
 
IRPCM 
 Leading up to the 21st Congress in 2016, problems with the management of content on the 
IRPCM web pages came into focus. The site’s content fell out of date because updated information 
was not being provided to me. After discussing the matter, the IRPCM Board and Information 
Officer agreed at the 21st Congress that a new website should be created which could be controlled 
directly by not only the Information Officer but by the IRPCM Chair and the leaders of each IRPCM 
team. To this end, beginning in September 2016, I designed and created a new website, 
independent of the IOM page but with a link from the IOM page. The organization of this site 
allows the IRPCM Chair and team leaders to edit content directly so that membership, team goals, 
and other content can be controlled by the people involved. At present the information from the 
old IRPCM pages within the IOM website are still available, but links to them will be removed once 
the IRPCM Board is satisfied that the new site contains everything needed. 
 
Abstract handling 
 The functionality of the IOM website’s abstract handling system was highly appropriate 
when it was created, and it continued to function in a way that was viewed as at least adequate for 
many years. However, voicing to me of increasing dissatisfaction with that system from abstract 
submitters and evaluators, likely stimulated by the development of more advanced systems being 
used for other meetings, prompted me to investigate other options. As a result of this investigation, 
I recommended to the IOM Board to use cPaper, a service of Minnesota-based CTI Meeting 
Technology, for abstract handling for the 22nd Congress, at an estimated cost of US$3,350. The 
Board agreed in September 2017. Although everybody involved, including the Scientific Program 
Committee, had to learn how to use cPaper, resulting in making some adjustments as we went 
along, in the end a program was created; I noted no significant difficulty that resulted from the use 
of cPaper. During the Congress and after the Congress is over, I will assess satisfaction with the 
system and make a recommendation about whether to continue using the service in its current 
form, in a modified form, to seek a new service, or to return to the old system for future Congresses. 
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Security 
 A hacking incident took place in April 2018 affecting many users of the Drupal platform 
upon which the IOM website is principally built. Jason Minion (who helped develop the website 
and still monitors it and helps make adjustments to it) and I noted no likely impact on the IOM 
website and restored it to normal function within hours of learning about the incident. 
 
 
Future prospects 
 The IOM website and the new IRPCM website appear to continue to function well, as did 
IOM Officer elections. I have not encountered any compelling reason to make major changes to 
the operations between now and the 23rd Congress of the IOM, but I welcome suggestions. 
 
Acknowledgments 
 Many thanks to Chris Minion and Jason Minion for their continued support of the IOM 
website and my efforts to grasp it more fully. Also, thanks to Christine Citti for advice on the new 
IRPCM website and taking its reins when I was ready to let it go. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Mitchell Balish 
 

2018 IOM IRPCM INFORMATION OFFICER REPORT – Mitchell Balish 

7 July 2018 
 

Leading up to the 21st Congress in 2016, problems with the management of content on the 
IRPCM web pages came into focus. The site’s content fell out of date because updated information 
was not being provided to me. After discussing the matter, the IRPCM Board and Information 
Officer agreed at the 21st Congress that a new website should be created which could be controlled 
directly by not only the Information Officer but by the IRPCM Chair and the leaders of each IRPCM 
team. To this end, beginning in September 2016, I designed and created a new website, 
independent of the IOM page but with a link from the IOM page. It is accessible directly at 
http://balishmf.wixsite.com/irpcm. The organization of this site allows the IRPCM Chair and team 
leaders to edit content directly so that membership, team goals, and other content can be 
controlled by the people involved. Christine Citti (IRPCM Chair) and the team leaders have gotten 
the content fairly fully filled out by this point in time. At present the information from the old 
IRPCM pages within the IOM website are still available, but links to them will be removed once 
the IRPCM Board is satisfied that the new site contains everything needed.  

At present the use of the site is free of charge but we don’t have much control over the URL, 
which has my name in it. We should consider whether we want to pay to change this and whether 
we want any further functionality, but at present I perceive no need for that. 
 
Acknowledgments 
 Thanks to Christine Citti for advice on the new IRPCM website and for taking its reins when 
I was ready to let it go. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Mitchell Balish 
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FORTHCOMING CONFERENCES - 

 

UK 
A One Health Mycoplasma meeting will be held in London at Public Health England on 19-20 March 

2019. 

This meeting will dedicate one day to animal Mycoplasmology and one day to human 

Mycoplasmology, but will unify the themes of antimicrobial susceptibility, diagnostics, genomic 

analysis, pathogenesis and vaccine development. 

 

The website for this meeting is https://www.mycoplasma2019.website/ and invited keynote speakers will 

include Jonas Winchell, Glenn Browning and Jorgen Jensen.  

 

More information can be obtained from the UK members of the organising committee: Vicki Chalker, Brad 

Spiller, Anne Ridley or Michael Beeton. 

 

AT ECCMID 2019 
 
29th ECCMID (European Congress of Clinical Microbiology and Infectious Diseases). Amsterdam, 
Netherlands, from 13 - 16 April 2019. 
 
Proposals for workshops from the ECCMID study group on Mycoplasma Infections (ESGMI) were 

combined with other proposals and Cecile Bebear will be speaking during the conference, although the 

programme has not be finalised yet.  There will also be a general meeting (date and time to be announced) 

where Mycoplasmologists will meet to discuss ongoing international collaborations on Mycoplasma 

pneumoniae and other human pathogens. Contact Ran Nir-Paz or Roger Dumke for further information. 

 
 

USA 
 

The group now known as the United States Organization for Mycoplasmology (USOM) will hold its 5th 

biennial conference in July, 2019 (date yet to be confirmed) at the J. Craig Venter Institute in La Jolla, 

California, USA. For more information contact Mitchell Balish or John Glass for further details. 

  

The USOM is a recently approved Local Branch of the IOM and announcements for membership in the 

USOM will also be dealt with in the near future. Please visit the USOM website 

(http://www.usomycoplasmology.org/) and Facebook page 

(https://www.facebook.com/USMycoplasma/) for information about the organization and, as the 

conference draws nearer, this event. 

 

https://www.mycoplasma2019.website/
http://www.usomycoplasmology.org/
https://www.facebook.com/USMycoplasma/
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TREASURER’S REPORT – Gail Gasparich 
International Organization for Mycoplasmology 

Treasurer’s Report 
4/1/2018-6/28/2018 

 
Cash Balance at the Beginning of the Period:  $47,004.22-$46,999.22 (Checking Account) + $5.00 
(Savings Account) 
 
Income Received During the Period Covered:  $75,000 transfer from PayPal Account (PayPal 
Registrations); $10,000 Roche Sponsorship; $7,420 Check Deposits for Meeting Registration; $10,425 
Wire Transfers for Meeting Registration 
 
Expenses Paid During the Period Covered: $1,870 for Bus Service to Congress Dinner; $7,838.89 for 
Staples (Congress Programs); $172 Service Charge for Wire Transfers; $6,878 for CustomInk (Congress 
bags, shirts and lanyards); $119.40 Dreamhost reimbursement for Chris Minion 

 
Cash Balance at the End of the Period Covered:  $137,965.93-$132,965.93 (Checking Account) + $5.00 
(Savings Account) 
 
Financial Issues:   

Transition to new Treasurer-Dr. Maria Pieters 
 
IOM Sponsors:  Mycoplasma Experience and SpeeDx 

 
Additional Investment Account Updates:  Total $109,665.18 
 Vanguard Admiral Treasury Money Market Fund $5,356.63 
 
 Vanguard Short-Term Federal Fund Admiral Shares  $73,170.06 
 
 Vanguard Short-Term Treasury Fund Investor Shares $31,128.49 
 

December 31, 2017 Balance was $109,445.97 so quarterly change was an increase of $219.21.  
 
Information on current membership:  My database shows 196 current members paid through 2018 or 
beyond. 153 paid registration for the 2018 IOM Congress. 
 
Respectfully Submitted by Gail E. Gasparich, Ph.D. 

  6/28/2018 
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International Organization for Mycoplasmology 
Treasurer’s Report 

7/1/2018-10/1/2018 
 
Cash Balance at the Beginning of the Period:  $137,965.93-$132,965.93 (Checking Account) + $5.00 
(Savings Account) 
 
Income Received During the Period Covered:  $10,000 transfer from PayPal Account (PayPal 
Registrations); $5,935 Wire Transfers for Meeting Registration; $781.13 Cash/checks from IOM Meeting; 
$496.50 reimbursement from Granite Whale Watching Trip for overpayment; $6,458.96 payment from 
State of Florida for prior IOM meeting 
 
Expenses Paid During the Period Covered: $1,200 for Bus Service Shuttle to hotels; $1,076.10 Granite 
State Whale Watch; $106 Service Charge for Wire Transfers; $85,944.95 Sheraton for IOM Meeting; 
$15,148 for Travel Awards and Keynote Speaker Honorarium and Travel; $1587 Board Dinner; $220 
Reimbursements for Side Trips; $22,057 for Abenaqui Country Club for Banquet; $190 Maria Pieters for 
opening account and mailing treasurer materials; $1279.72 Nancy Wells Reimbursement for IOM 
Meeting expenses; $365.65 Meghan May Reimbursement for Meeting expenses; $3,485 Dame Associate 
for poster board rental; $924 Coe-Truman Int. for Abstract Processing (overage)  

 
Cash Balance at the End of the Period Covered:  $23,059.10-$23,054.10 (Checking Account) + $5.00 
(Savings Account) 
 
 
Financial Issues:   

Transition to new Treasurer-Dr. Maria Pieters:  I am working to close out meeting expenses—
awaiting two checks to clear (have sent a reminder) and awaiting one wire transfer in for support 
of students from a grant to Dan Brown (University of Florida).  Once those are completed I can 
send a final report about the expenses of the meeting and close the accounts and transfer all to 
Maria.  She has already opened an account and is ready to go.  I will also work on a guide to assist 
in the transfer and will be available to assist Maria as she begins her service as Treasurer. 

 
Additional Investment Account Updates:  Total $110,007.72 
 Vanguard Admiral Treasury Money Market Fund  $5,390.52 
 
 Vanguard Short-Term Federal Fund Admiral Shares   $73,406.69 
 
 Vanguard Short-Term Treasury Fund Investor Shares (IRPCM) $31,210.51 

 
June 30, 2018 Balance was $109,665.18 so quarterly change was an increase of $342.54.  

 
Information on current membership:  My database shows 197 current members paid through 2018 or 
beyond.  
 
Respectfully Submitted by Gail E. Gasparich, Ph.D. 

  10/10/2018 
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MYCOPLASMA BOVIS in NEW ZEALAND - Glenn Browning 
 

Some members will be aware that New Zealand is currently in the middle of a campaign to eradicate 
Mycoplasma bovis. Those interested in following the progress of this campaign can find regular updates 
at 
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/protection-and-response/mycoplasma-bovis/ 
  

JOINT AOM/JSOM MEETING REPORT- Shigeru Kamiya and Tsuyoshi Kenri 
 

The Joint Congress of the 7th Meeting of the Asian Organization for Mycoplasmology (AOM) and 
the 45th Meeting of the Japanese Society of Mycoplasmology (JSM) 
 
The Joint Congress of AOM and JSM was successfully held at National Institute of Infectious 
Diseases in Tokyo from May 18 to May 20 in 2018. There were total 128 participants in this 3 
days congress, including 82 participants from Japan, 34 from China, 6 from Taiwan, 1 from Hong 
Kong, India, Israel, Korea, the Netherlands and Nigeria. The scientific program of the congress 
contained 2 special lectures, 2 educational lectures, 5 symposia focused on clinical and basic 
researches of mycoplasmas, 3 general oral sessions and a poster session. There were total 22 
symposium talks, 15 oral presentations and 34 poster presentations. The board meetings of 
AOM and JSM were also held during the congress. In addition, congress dinner and a social 
program (excursion to traditional areas of Tokyo) provided good opportunities for friendship 
development between mycoplasmologists of Asian area. In the congress, Dr. Ran Nir-Paz also 
gave a brief presentation for an advertisement of the 23rd Congress of the IOM that will be held 
in Tel Aviv in 2020. Dr. Hiroshi Tanaka was elected for the president of the next JSM meeting 
(46th meeting) that will be held in Sapporo in 2019. Dr. Guoquig Shao took over the AOM chair 
from Dr. Shigeru Kamiya and organizes the next AOM congress that will be held in Nanjing. 
 
President, 7 th AOM 
Shigeru Kamiya 
Faculty of Health Science, Kyorin University   
 
President, 45th JSM 
Tsuyoshi Kenri 
National Institute of Infectious Diseases 
 

 

https://www.mpi.govt.nz/protection-and-response/mycoplasma-bovis/

