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MESSAGE FROM THE IOM CHAIR 
Dear Colleagues,  
IOM2016 is just around the corner. The past few months have been extremely busy for the local organising 
committee, the Scientific Programme Committee and the IOM Awards Committee.  IOM members are also in 
the process of voting to decide the makeup of key positions within the Organisation going forward. Voting is 
currently open and I urge all members to cast their votes before the April 29, 2016 deadline.  
The Scientific Program Committee, Chaired by Prof. Glenn Browning, is finalising abstracts to be considered for 
platform presentations and the selected candidates are expected to be notified by the end of April.  The 
Scientific Program Committee will soon finalize the program for the 2016 meeting in Brisbane. Three keynote 
speakers have been secured for the 2016 IOM in Brisbane: Professor Marc Eloit from the Laboratory of 
Pathogen Discovery at the Institute Pasteur, France; Professor Mark Walker, Director of Australian Infectious 
Diseases Research Centre at the University of Queenland, Australia and Associate Professor Cynthia Whitchurch 
from the ithree institute at the University of Technology Sydney and Australia. 
I am also pleased to announce that the Local Organising Committee (LOC) has managed to raise almost $30,000 
for Travel Awards to support students and early career researchers to attend the meeting. Associate Professor 
Christine Knox, the Chair of the Local Organising Committee, has worked tirelessly to secure the bulk of this 
money from the Queensland University of Technology (QUT) and I personally congratulate her for all the efforts. 
The ithree institute at the University of Technology Sydney (UTS) also contributed a small allocation of $2500 
towards Travel for Australian participants to attend the IOM. I encourage you all to visit the Congress website 
(IOM2016) for information regarding travel to Brisbane and the various social events that are planned. 
I wish to take this opportunity to congratulate the awardees for their sustained scientific contributions to the 
IOM and to Mycoplasmology more broadly.  Professor Ken Waites (USA) is the recipient of Emmy Klieneberger-
Nobel Award for outstanding research in mycoplasmology; Dr. Sabine Pereyre (France) is the recipient of the 
Peter Hannan Award for outstanding research in applied clinical mycoplasmology and Dr Maria Lluch Senar 
(Spain) is the recipient of the Derrick Edward Award for outstanding research in mycoplasmology by a young 
investigator.  I look forward to their presentations in Brisbane.  I personally would like to congratulate hard 
working members of the IOM.  Specifically, I wish thank the members of Awards Committee, particularly the 
Chair, Dr Li Xiao, for sustained and timely efforts over the past 12 months. I am also very grateful for the 
sustained diligence and prompt actions of our outgoing Treasurer, Dr Gail Gasparich, who unfortunately will not 
be attending IOM2016. Professor Gasparich has done an outstanding job providing timely and accurate updates 
of the IOM finances. I would also like to thank Associate Professor Dan Brown for input into matters arising 
over the past two years and for his breath of knowledge in matters pertaining to IOM governance. These people 
have helped to make my time as IOM Chair both rewarding and engaging.  
I also wish to warmly welcome the following At Large members to the IOM; Dr Cheryl Jenkins (NSW Department 
of Primary Industries, Elizabeth Macarthur Agricultural Institute, Menangle,  Australia), Dr Steven Szczepanek 
(The University of Connecticut, Department of Pathobiology and Veterinary Science, Center of Excellence for 
Vaccine Research, Connecticut, USA), Dr Joerg Jores (International Livestock Research Institute, Kenya, Africa ), 
Dr Li Xiao (University of Alabama at Birmingham, USA), and Dr Paola Pilo (Institute of Veterinary Bacteriology, 
Bern, Switerland). Thank you for making yourselves available to serve the IOM going forward. 
My discussions with Associate Professor Meghan May indicate that plans are progressing well for the 2018 
meeting. The venue is still being finalised but the current favoured option is a brand new public community 
auditorium in the town of York, Maine. Many of the hotels in close proximity to the venue are in close proximity 
to wonderful beaches, in walking distance to restaurants, pubs, surf shops, and everything fun for summertime 
in the US. The venue is readily serviced by four airports (Boston, Manchester, Portland, and Portsmouth), 
making possibility for transportation more varied. On the positive side comparatively little cost will be 
associated with hiring the venue for the meeting, however transportation will have to be arranged to shuttle 
delegates between hotels and the venue.  
Finally, the IOM is a wonderful community and I look forward to seeing many of you again in Brisbane in July. I 
urge you to promote the IOM, to raise its profile and encourage new membership.   
 
Sincerely 
 
Steven Djordjevic 
IOM Chair 2014-2016. 

 

https://research.pasteur.fr/en/member/marc-eloit/
http://staff.scmb.uq.edu.au/staff/mark-walker
http://www.uts.edu.au/staff/cynthia.whitchurch
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        21
st 

IOM CONGRESS, 3rd 
TO 8th 

JULY 2016 – BRISBANE, AUSTRALIA 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Hi Everyone,  
  
Early bird registration  
Thank you to everyone who accepted their abstracts and registered for the congress.   This is an exciting 
milestone and we will be so pleased to welcome you all to Brisbane in July.  
  
Travel awards 
The Queensland University of Technology, including the Faculty of Health, The Institute of Health and 
Biomedical Innovation and The School of Biomedical Sciences have proudly sponsored the international 
travel awards and 26 travel awards were offered to students worldwide.  The iThree Institute, University 
of Technology Sydney have sponsored national travel scholarships and 5 awards were made to students 
studying in Australia.  Congratulations to all those offered these scholarships.  
  
Program 
Glenn Browning is currently finalising the scientific program. The scientific committee is aiming for an 
increase in the number of oral presentations but at the same time maintaining a single track 
meeting.  Very soon you will be notified of your presentation and you will also receive 
templates/instructions for your presentation type.   
  
Day events whilst you are in Brisbane 
Brisbane Marketing will have a booth at the congress so that you and your families may organise day 
events during the congress week.  In the coming weeks a range of popular alternatives will be placed on 
the IOM2016 website so that you may contemplate day trips and post congress tours.  
  
Please visit the http://iom2016.com/ website and look for these updates.  If you have enquiries please 
contact Claire or Rebecca at QUT Events via the website link.  
  
Best wishes 
Christine 
  
Christine Knox PhD l Associate Professor Microbiology 
School of Biomedical Sciences, Faculty of Health, Q  Block  Level 9, 2 George Street, Brisbane, 4001 
Institute of Health and Biomedical Innovation | Queensland University of Technology 
t: 61 7 3138 2301 | e: c.knox@qut.edu.au  w: http://staff.qut.edu.au/?query=knox   
CRICOS No. 00213J 
Chair of the Local Organising Committee IOM 2016:  3-7 July SEC, QUT.  

 
  
Website:  http://iom2016.com/  and  
FB:  https://www.facebook.com/IOM2016/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel#!/IOM2016/?fref=photo  
Relax and enjoy: www.visitbrisbane.com.au  
I acknowledge the traditional owners of the lands where I walk, work and live. 

http://iom2016.com/
mailto:c.knox@qut.edu.au
http://staff.qut.edu.au/?query=knox
http://iom2016.com/
https://www.facebook.com/IOM2016/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel#%21/IOM2016/?fref=photo
http://www.visitbrisbane.com.au/
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TIME to VOTE! 

 
Please remember to vote by April 29th!  If you are having trouble signing in, your 2016 

membership fees are the most likely reason for this.  Once your fees are up to date, you can 

vote by selecting the tab:  http://iom-online.org/vote  

Chair-Elect Candidates 2016 

Glenn Browning is Professor of Veterinary Microbiology in the Faculty of 
Veterinary and Agricultural Sciences at the University of Melbourne. His 
research interests are focussed on the molecular biology, pathogenesis, 
diagnosis, epidemiology and control of mollicutes that are pathogens in animals. 

He has been an IOM member since 1992 and has served as a member of the 
IOM Board (2000-2002 and 2008-2016), as Chair of the IOM Awards Committee 

(2000-2004) and as Chair of IRPCM (2008-2016). He is the Chair of the Scientific Committee for 
the upcoming IOM Congress in 2016 

Prof. Steve Geary: It is an honor to be nominated for the position of Chair-elect 
of the International Organization for Mycoplasmology (IOM), and I 
enthusiastically accept this challenge and opportunity. I have been an IOM 
member since 1980, and it has had a tremendous influence on my career track 
and allowed me to make lifelong friends and colleagues. I feel that throughout 
my career I have accrued the scientific experience necessary to understand key 

issues for current and future mycoplasmology research, and the interests and concerns of 
colleagues undertaking it. Briefly, most of my career has focused on elucidating pathogenic 
mechanisms of Mycoplasma gallisepticum. Early work centered around cytadherence, including 
identification of the primary M. gallisepticum cytadherence molecule, GapA. Subsequent work 
revealed other cytadherence related proteins, key among them CrmA, whose co-expression with 
GapA we found essential for full M. gallisepticum cytadherence and virulence in chickens. We 
characterized Hlp3 and PlpA as novel membrane proteins which bind the extracellular matrix 
protein fibronectin. Fruitful have been our comparative and functional genomic analyses of M. 
gallisepticum, enabled by early (2003) genome sequencing of strain R low and subsequent 
sequencing of phenotypically variant strains. These have enabled characterization of multiple 
genes which significantly affect M. gallisepticum virulence, including a novel metabolic 
determinant (Lpd) and a surface-exposed and immunogenic Mycoplasma-specific lipoprotein 
(MslA). Mutants of these virulence determinants have also proven effective as experimental 
vaccines, and yielded insight into parameters of effective protective immunity an 
immunopathology critical in future vaccine development. Comparative genomic analyses of a 
novel M. gallisepticum clade circulating in wild house finches highlighted the variation of the 
phase variable surface lipoprotein (VlhA) family during evolution in a novel host and ecological 
setting. Recently, our data in chickens indicate that M. gallisepticum VlhA phase variation is 
dynamic and nonrandom during the earliest stages of infection, and that vlhA gene expression 
may be regulated by previously unrecognized mechanisms 

My background also includes a number of leadership roles in which I have enjoyed serving, 
including in the IOM, the American Society for Microbiology (ASM), my university (UConn), and 
in the United States federal government. I have been a faculty member in the Department of 

http://iom-online.org/vote
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Pathobiology & Veterinary Science at UConn since 1989, and since 2009 I have served as 
Department Head. As Head, I have directed new faculty hires toward refocusing and 
strengthening the department in the area of basic research in microbial pathogenesis and 
infectious disease, and always support my colleagues to be competitive and well funded in 
pursuit of creative basic research. In pursuit of this goal, I established the multi-departmental 
Center of Excellence for Vaccine Research in 1998, and have since served as Director. Other 
positions of leadership include the following: Nominating Committee, ASM Division G, 1988; 
Alternate Councilor, ASM Division G, 1992; Councilor, ASM Division G, 1993-1996; Member, 
Avian Team of the IOM International Research Program for Comparative Mycoplasmology 
(IRPCM), 1996-present; Chair Elect, ASM Division G, 1997; Chair, ASM Division G, 1998; Member, 
IOM Scientific Program Committee, 1998; Advisor to the Chair, ASM Division G, 1999; Member, 
Molecular Genetics Team of the IOM IRPCM, 2003-present; Divisional Lecturer, ASM Division G, 
2005; Chair, IOM Awards Committee, 2006; Chair,  IOM Molecular Genetics Team IRPCM, 2006-
2014. In 2008, I was selected as a National Academies Jefferson Science Fellow.  I served from 
2008-2009 as a senior science advisor to the United States Department of State in Washington 
D.C., in the Bureau of Verification, Compliance and Implementation, Office of Biological 
Weapons Affairs and continued until 2014 as a consultant. 

I believe that I have the breadth and depth of scientific expertise and years of leadership 
experience to be an effective Chair of the International Organization for Mycoplasmology. If 
elected, I will serve the organization with pride and dedication 

 

Treasurer Candidates 2016 

Dr. Ferguson-Noel received her DVM at the University of the West Indies. She 

received her Masters of Avian Medicine and PhD in Medical Microbiology at the 

University of Georgia, College of Veterinary Medicine. She is currently an 

associate professor at the Poultry Diagnostic and Research Center (PDRC) at the 

University of Georgia. Dr. Ferguson-Noel’s area of interest is avian 

mycoplasmosis applied research and she has been working in this area for 15 

years. Her research is focused on avian mycoplasma epidemiology and 

pathogenicity, as well as developing and evaluating vaccines and the development 

and improvement of mycoplasma diagnostic testing. http://vet.uga.edu/avian/people/naola. 

Dr. Maria Pieters is an Assistant Professor at the University of Minnesota 

(USA), where she is dedicated to teaching, service, and research involving 

Mycoplasma species affecting domestic animals, with special emphasis in swine 

Mycoplasmas. 

Maria has been a member of the International Organization for Mycoplasmology 

since 2012, and has participated by attending the IOM Congress, by presenting 

abstracts, and by contributing information to the biannual reports. In an effort to increase her 

contribution to the IOM, Maria is standing for election for the Treasurer position. Maria hopes to 

play a more active role in the Organization and sees the Treasurer position as a privilege to 

support the IOM. DVM, PhD.  

Contact details: Maria Pieters, Assistant Professor, Veterinary Population Medicine & Veterinary 

Diagnostic Laboratory, College of Veterinary Medicine, University of Minnnesota. 

piet0094@umn.edu 

http://vet.uga.edu/avian/people/naola
mailto:piet0094@umn.edu
mailto:piet0094@umn.edu
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Secretary-General Candidates 2016 
Caio Mauricio Mendes de Cordova, PhD, is full professor of Clinical Laboratory 
Science at the Department of Pharmaceutical Sciences of the University of 
Blumenau, Brazil. He was introduced to mycoplasmology in 1996 during his 
Master degree studies at the University of São Paulo (USP), investigating the 
role of mollicutes in STDs and HIV infection. Part of his PhD thesis was 
developed at Dr. Alain Blanchard’s laboratory in Bordeaux, constructing self-
replicating vectors for mollicute transformation and gene disruption. He joined   

the IOM in 1998 when he attended his first congress in Sydney, Australia. 

His main research focuses include association of mollicutes with human diseases, antibiotic 
resistance, and more recently, the use of the mollicutes model in the development of potential 
new antimicrobial drugs. Previous administrative positions and roles during his carrier included 
Department Head, undergraduate course coordinator, representative on the University Council, 
Director of the University Clinical Laboratory, and Director of a private molecular diagnosis 
clinical laboratory.  Prof. Caio Cordova is also member of the Brazilian Society of Clinical Analysis 
and the Brazilian Society of Microbiology. He was the chair of a regional congress of Clinical 
Analysis, member of the Brazilian Society of Clinical Analysis Certification Board, and was the 
chair of the Local Organizing Committee of the 2014 IOM Congress, in Blumenau, Brazil. Prof. 
Caio is pleased to be nominated for Secretary General for the opportunity to continue to serve 
the IOM, and believes that his experience can contribute to the continuous improvement and 
growth of the Organization 

Dr. Brad Spiller: I am seeking re-election for a further 2 years as Secretary-
General.  I have enjoyed my role in serving the IOM for the last 2 years 
and it has probably taken that long to properly understand the needs of 
the Organisation.  I have enjoyed the fellowship of the membership and 
enjoyed highlighting the important events, from meeting reports and 
announcing acceptance of interesting publications to distributing the 
remembrances of founding members of the society.  I will continue to 
endeavour to meet all of the needs of the IOM and continue to support 
the IOM board to the fullest of my abilities 

I continue to feel that the Secretary-General has a critical role for the overall functioning of the 
IOM which include: Making sure that members are kept up to date with ongoing international 
endeavours (for example, the continued archiving of the legacy Mollicutes Culture Collection 
from Drs. Tully and Whitcomb).  Ensuring detailed and early notification of the major biennial 
meeting as well as smaller sub-group Mollicute-related meetings.  Collating and distributing 
regular newsletters to highlight research group activities that promote collaboration and 
continue the long-standing support and encouragement for new IOM members.  I therefore I 
request that you help me to continue to guide and support the organisation, using what I have 
learned in the job over the last 2 years. 
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Membership Secretary Candidates 2016 
Sabine Pereyre is a PharmD-PhD, associate professor in the "Mycoplasmal and 
Chlamydial infections in humans" unit research of the University of Bordeaux-
INRA and hospital practitioner in the Bacteriology department of the 
Bordeaux University Hospital. 

As a hospital practitioner, she is responsible for the mycoplasmal infection 
diagnostic in the Bordeaux University Hospital. She is involved in epidemiology 
of human mycoplasmas, detection of mycoplasmas by culture, serology and 
molecular biology, as well as antimicrobial susceptibility testing and 

therapeutic aspects of mycoplasmal infections. 

Her research field is focused on resistance to macrolides and related antibiotics of human 
mycoplasmas, M. pneumoniae, M. genitalium, M. hominis and ureaplasmas. She is also strongly 
involved in molecular typing of M. pneumoniae by Multi-Locus Variable-number tandem-repeat 
Analysis (MLVA) or SNP-based typing methods and is the administrator of the M. pneumoniae 
MLVA bank (http://mlva.u-psud.fr/mlvav4/genotyping/). She conducted the genome sequencing 
and comparative analysis project of the human urogenital species, Mycoplasma hominis. Current 
researches also address the interaction of M. hominis with human dendritic cells studying both 
the mycoplasma lipoproteins involved in the interaction and the innate immune response of the 
cell. 

She has been member of the International Organization for Mycoplasmology (IOM) since 2004, 
and of three International Research Programme on Comparative Mycoplasmology (IRPCM) 
teams. She was member of the scientific program committee for IOM congresses in 2008, 2014 
and for the coming 2016 congress in Brisbane. She has also been member of the ESCMID study 
group on Mycoplasma infections (ESGMI) since 2013. 

She is the author of 48 international publications and two book chapters. 

Ana S. Ramírez is an associate professor at Veterinary Faculty, Las Palmas de 
Gran Canaria University, Spain. In 1994 she graduated from the Faculty of 
Pharmacy of the Complutense University of Madrid, Spain. In 1995 she 
received a research and teaching appointment at the University of Las Palmas 
de Gran Canaria, under the direction of José B. Poveda. Since then her 
research has focused on mycoplasmas. She made a predoctoral research stay 
in the SVA, Uppsala, Sweden, invited by Karl-Eric Johansson. Before she 
finished her PhD, she obtained the teaching certificate, finished a master's 

degree in Public Health and worked as a pharmacist for two years. In 2000 she received her 
doctorate in mycoplasmology, winning an award for it. After that she held several different 
positions at Las Palmas de Gran Canaria University: research assistant, teaching assistant, 
assistant professor, until 2001 when she obtained her present position. She has had 
postdoctoral research stays at King's College London and the School of Veterinary Science 
University of Liverpool (UK), invited by Roger Miles and Janet Bradbury, respectively. Since 2002 
Ana has been collaborating with Janet, and as a product of this symbiosis was appointed as an 
"Honorary Research Fellow" by University of Liverpool. Ana’s scientific production can be 
summarized in 35 articles in journals with impact factors, 11 more in other journals, four book 
chapters, and multiple contributions to congresses. She has participated in a European project 
(COST ACTION 826/94) and in nine national projects, seven regional, in three teaching 
innovation projects and in 11 research agreements with private companies. Ana has directed / 
co-directed five doctoral theses on mycoplasma related topics and one on Q fever epidemiology. 
She has organized two mycoplasma conferences in Gran Canaria (2000 and 2009). Her first IOM 

http://mlva.u-psud.fr/mlvav4/genotyping/
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meeting was in Vienna in 2002. Although she could not attend the next two meetings due to 
maternity leave, since 2008 she has attended all the IOM meetings.  She has been involved with 
several IRPCM teams, but particularly the New and Emerging Mycoplasmas team, which she 
currently leads. During the biennium 2014-2016 she has been an IOM Board member-at-large. 

Ana has experience in the isolation and culture of mycoplasmas, the study of their biochemical 
and enzymatic profiles and serological techniques. She has collaborated in the development of a 
non-commercial indirect ELISA for detecting Mycoplasma agalactiae and M. mycoides mycoides 
capri (LC) in goats and in the production of inactivated mycoplasmas vaccines. She also has 
experience in porcine and avian mycoplasmology and in molecular biology of the mollicutes: 
PCR, real time PCR, sequencing, typing, phylogenetic analysis, all with particular emphasis on 
diagnostic methods. In collaboration with commercial companies extracts from plants and algae 
have been tested for their antimycoplasma activity. She was involved in the description of a new 
Mycoplasma species, Mycoplasma nephronis, isolated from a subspecies of Egyptian vulture. 
Ana currently leads research on marine animal mycoplasmas among other things, and has 
succeeded in isolating mycoplasmas from squid and octopus and spiroplasmas from jellyfish 

 

 

MYCOPLASMA TEXT BOOK (in Portuguese) – Caio M. M. de Cordova 

[Molecular Biology of Mycoplasmas] 

A book has been recently published in Portuguese in Brazil about 

the ‘Molecular Biology of Mycoplasmas’, by Prof. Caio M. M. de 

Cordova (University of Blumenau). It is destined to offer to the 

local audience easy to read information about the classical and 

recent developments in the field, compiled and historically 

contextualized in a single source. The literature available on the 

subject is dispersed in journal articles, in foreign languages, and 

books covering the theme are not easily available locally.  

It is hoped that it may serve as an initial reference in the subject, especially for those just 

entering in the field, and contribute to the propagation of Mycoplasmology and the IOM.  

The book can be found at the following website searching for the title [Biologia Molecular dos 

Micoplasmas]: http://migre.me/tjWq4 (shortened safe link). 

 

.
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MEETING REPORTS – Progress in Human and Animal Mycoplasmology– Robin Nicholas 
 
Apologies for missing this report in the last newsletter, is had been received (Ed.) 

3-5th June Pendik/ Istanbul/ Turkey 
 
This packed two and half day meeting, attended by over 100 delegates, was held by the sea of 
Marmaris, close to the Pendik Veterinary Control Institute who were the generous and 
hospitable hosts. The ESCMID Study Group for Mycoplasma Infections and Society for Applied 
Microbiology provided travel grants for delegates to attend. Just over 40 talks and 25 posters 
were presented over the course of the meeting which opened with presentations from the 
Turkish hosts who outlined the important work performed by the Pendik Institute over the last 
few decades in the area of ruminant mycoplasmology.  The Mycoplasma Experience sponsored 
lecture was given by Jose Perez- Casal from VIDO-InterVac (Canada) which summarised the 
progress on the Canadian funded project to develop a sub unit vaccine for CBPP for Africa. 
Several presentations and posters were also given by members of this project based in Kenya 
and included the award winning poster by Isabel Nkando and colleagues entitled: Evaluation of 
immunogenicity and protective potential of subunit Mmm proteins against CBPP. Highlight of the 
social programme was the cruise and dinner through the Bosporus. Food throughout the 
conference was uniformily excellent. The booklet of abstracts is available through Umit Ozdemir 
(uozdemir@outlook.com) or an electronic version from Robin Nicholas 
(robin.nicholas@btinternet.com)  
 

 
 

  

mailto:uozdemir@outlook.com
mailto:robin.nicholas@btinternet.com
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PASSING OF PREVIOUS MEMBERS – Mike Barile Sr. and Harold Morowitz 

Following the announcement of his death, there was a huge spontaneous outpouring of 

remembrance for Prof. Mike Barile Sr., the cumulative result of which has been appended to 

the end of this newsletter as well as available on the IOM website.  It will be printed and 

forwarded on to his family, including his wife Grace and three grown children.  In particular, I 

hope you take the time to read the first entry by Shlomo Rottem, who spent a considerable effort 

to write a detailed account of Mike’s life, in collaboration with his family.  However, many of our 

current day leaders in Mycoplasmology including Alain Blanchard and Jorge Timenetsky studied 

in Mike’s lab in their early years.  Mike appeared to have influenced and guided many of our 

current IOM membership directly, but continues to do so through the legacy of the characterised 

strains and sera still utilised by students today (please see Jorge Timenetsky’s entry).   

Unfortunately, only a few months later, Harold Morowitz also died, which was reported in the 

New York Times, science section (“Harold Morowitz, 88, Biophysicist, Dies; Tackled Enigmas Big 

and Small” Click title to redirect to NYTimes page).  Prof Morowitz approached the studies of 

Mycoplasmas through biophysics and utilised hard core scientific methods to address the critical 

questions of genome size, chemical composition and membrane dynamics.  In his own words: 'It 

is happily no longer axiomatic that a biophysicist is a physiologist who can fix his own amplifier. 

Fortunately, physicists are still drifting into biology and bringing new ideas. Please dear 

colleagues, do take the time to learn biochemistry.' More is likely to follow regarding the passing 

of Prof. Morowitz.   

The organisers of the 2016 Congress are already in discussion with the hope of dedicating a 

session to the memory of Mike Barile Sr., and perhaps more. I will keep you posted.  It is hard to 

imagine the scale of difficulty that had to be overcome by these founders of Mycoplasmology.  

There was no sequencing at the start, whole genome, Sanger or otherwise; these scientists and 

their contemporaries were the individuals that determined the constituents for medium that would 

allow consistent selective growth of unknown fastidious organisms. These were the dedicated 

individuals that unravelled the mysteries of filterable infectious agents from the 1940’s thought to 

be viruses, because they were not quite “bacteria”. Their achievements and their contribution to 

current day are truly awe inspiring.  

http://www.nytimes.com/2016/04/02/science/harold-morowitz-biophysicist-who-tackled-enigmas-big-and-small-dies-at-88.html?hpw&rref=obituaries&action=click&pgtype=Homepage&module=well-region&region=bottom-well&WT.nav=bottom-well&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/04/02/science/harold-morowitz-biophysicist-who-tackled-enigmas-big-and-small-dies-at-88.html?hpw&rref=obituaries&action=click&pgtype=Homepage&module=well-region&region=bottom-well&WT.nav=bottom-well&_r=0
http://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1478-3975/11/5/053001/meta;jsessionid=7575730231D83958723D807238BF3423.c2
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IRPCM REPORTS – Ran Nir-Paz 

While some of you may know me from past in conferences, some of you might not know me or 

the IOM and IRPCM, and hopefully some remember our mailings from 2014…I am currently 

chairing the human mycoplasma group of the IRPCM (http://iom-online.org/node/17 ): The 

IRPCM was initially (more than 40 years ago) founded to promote collaboration and research of 

mycoplasmas. Generally, the IRPCM groups are getting together during the IOM conferences, 

but you do not need to be an IOM member to take part. 

Since the IOM is approaching very fast, (see http://iom2016.com/ and hopefully we will see you 

all there!)  I would like to prepare a report on the work done by group members in the last 2 

years.  I would like mainly to concentrate on joint projects done by group members like those 

promoted by the ESGMI ( https://www.escmid.org/index.php?id=1275 ) or joint projects like the 

frontiers mycoplasma topics  ( http://journal.frontiersin.org/researchtopic/3925/mycoplasma-

pneumoniae-clinical-manifestations-microbiology-and-immunology )  

So please disseminate to those who might be interested to either attend or contribute and send 

me reports in the next month or so.  

 

IRPCM– Kazuhiro Matsuda 

Re: IRPCM human Mycoplasma group - preparation for the coming IOM and IRPCM meetings 

Dr. Matsuda has put together a proposal, including an extended background, relating to the need 

for improved diagnostics for Mycoplasma infections in human disease (click here) and would like 

to form a Medical Network for Mycoplasma Infectious Diseases.  The proposal covers the short 

comings of current serology for M. pneumoniae, combined with the emerging importance of extra 

pulmonary infections and complications, but leading to the need to develop better therapeutics, 

especially vaccines.  Dr. Matsuda also included a publication (K. Matsuda, A novel therapeutic 

strategy for mycoplasma infectious diseases. Personalized Medicine Universe 4: 32-39 (2015)) 

to further emphasise the importance of this area (abstract given below).  Further information 

available directly from Dr. Matsuda at matsuda-k@mbiotech.org  

Abstract: Mycoplasma Infectious Diseases (MID) are systemic illnesses that cause vasculitis and neuritis. 
MID not only includes pneumonia but also diseases such as asthma, arthritis, nephritis, meningitis, 
encephalitis, dermatitis, pancreatitis, hepatitis, and hematologic illnesses. The broader concept of MID 
encompasses acute to chronic phases with diverse symptoms. Therefore, it is often confusing and 
difficult to identify Mycoplasma-infected patients among those with incurable diseases, such as 
autoimmune diseases, rheumatic diseases, nervous system disorders, and hematological disorders. 
Regrettably, conventional diagnosis has only been available for pneumonia, although it is critical to 
identify MID at early stages for effective medical treatment. A cutting-edge technology has made it 
possible to measure the amount of specific antibodies to species-specific mycoplasma glycolipid-
antigens. This new technology provides a reliable marker to follow the state of MID by monitoring 
antibody titer fluctuations. A novel therapeutic strategy based on new serological diagnostics is 
introduced in this review. 

  

http://iom-online.org/node/17
https://www.escmid.org/index.php?id=1275
http://journal.frontiersin.org/researchtopic/3925/mycoplasma-pneumoniae-clinical-manifestations-microbiology-and-immunology
http://journal.frontiersin.org/researchtopic/3925/mycoplasma-pneumoniae-clinical-manifestations-microbiology-and-immunology
http://iom-online.org/sites/all/files/misc/Matsuda_IRPCM.docx
http://ac.els-cdn.com/S2186495015000164/1-s2.0-S2186495015000164-main.pdf?_tid=ad859a54-0bae-11e6-9213-00000aab0f02&acdnat=1461675734_053dba3436559bacf0ee895ffe6d2a4c
mailto:matsuda-k@mbiotech.org
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TREASURER’S REPORT – Gail Gasparich 
International Organization for Mycoplasmology 

Treasurer’s Report 
1/1/2016-3/31/2016 

 
Cash Balance at the Beginning of the Period:  $14,348.60-$14,343.60 (Checking Account) + $5.00 
(Savings Account) 
 
Income Received During the Period Covered:  $3000.00 

Income from IOM Membership fee wire transfer ($200) and transfer of membership fees from 
PayPal ($2,800). 
 

Expenses Paid During the Period Covered:  $85.51 
This includes a payment of $54.51 to Chris Minion to reimburse for Website domain and $31 in 
service fees for wire transfer. 
 

Cash Balance at the End of the Period Covered:  $17,263.09-$17,258.09 (Checking Account) + $5.00 
(Savings Account) 
 
Financial Issues for 2016-2017:    

There are a few outstanding requests for payment for shipments from the Mycoplasma Culture 
Collection but people tend to pay in a timely manner upon receipt of an invoice.   
 
Sponsors:  Are there any sponsors lined up that need to be invoiced for the 2016 meeting? 

 
Additional Investment Account Updates:  Total $109,196.63 
 Vanguard Admiral Treasury Money Market Fund $5,271.75 
 
 Vanguard Short-Term Federal Fund Admiral Shares  $72,784.58 
 
 Vanguard Short-Term Treasury Fund Investor Shares $31,140.30 
 

December 31, 2015 Balance was $107,977.33 so quarterly change was a increase of $1,219.30  
 
Information on current membership:  My database shows 172 current members paid through 2016 or 
beyond  
 
Respectfully Submitted by Gail E. Gasparich, Ph.D., IOM Treasurer 

  4/13/2016 
 
.
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RESULTS FOR THE 2016 IOM AWARDS  
 
 
 

 
 
 

The International Organization for Mycoplasmology 
Dedicated to the study of the Mollicutes 

 
 

 
The awards committee Chaired by Dr. Li Xiao (University of Alabama at Birmingham, USA) 

have determined the winners for the nominated candidates for the IOM 2016 Congress 

awards. 

 The Peter Hannan Award was awarded to Dr. Sabine Pereyre for her significant 

contributions in understanding of human mycoplasmal diseases, especially on the molecular 

mechanisms of antimicrobial resistance in Mollicutes of human origins, the molecular typing of 

Mycoplasma pneumoniae; and the Mycoplasma hominis genomics. 

The Derrick Edward Award was awarded to Dr. Maria Lluch-Senar for her significant 

scientific accomplishment towards a comprehensive understanding the minimal cell concept 

and the pathogenicity of Mycoplasma pneumoniae, particularly in the aspect of 

transcriptomics, epigenetics and whole cell metabolism modelling. 

The Emmy Klieneberger-Nobel Award was awarded to Dr. Ken Waites for his prominent 

and sustained scientific contributions in a wide range of mycoplasmology research, particularly 

on Ureaplasma pathogenicity, epidemiology, antibiotic susceptibility and resistance, and on 

diagnostic assessments of mycoplasmas and ureaplasmas by standardization of susceptibility 

testing of human mollicutes and comparative studies of antimicrobial reagents. 

 

Congratulations Sabine, Maria and Ken for your well-earned recognition in pushing back the 

frontiers of Mycoplasmology research.  We look forward to hearing your talks at Brisbane 

2016! 

  

http://www.iom-online.org/
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THE IOM HONOURS THE MEMORY OF PROF. MICHAEL BARILE Sr. 

 

 

 

Michael F Barile was born on January 9th 1924. After graduating high 
school, he was drafted to the US army and served in the “European 
Theatre” during World War 2.  He studied at Rutgers and got his 
Bachelor’s from the University of Georgia and his M.Sc. and Ph.D. 
degrees from the University of Michigan. 
Since 1955, Michael (or Mike as we knew him) was a senior scientist and 
a lab chief at the NIH/FDA, creating an environment where creativity 
was fostered and science was fun to do. Throughout his scientific 
career, Michael published over 130 papers in leading international 
journals. Subjects included cultivating the human pathogen 
Mycoplasma pneumonia and proving that the arginine dehydrolase 
pathway is the major energy source for the non-fermenting 
mycoplasmas, developing experimental models for the induction of 

pneumonia by M. pneumonia. Above all, his longtime interest in how Mycoplasma infestations 
are widespread in cell cultures, costing laboratories millions of dollars in lost research results in 
solutions that improved vigilance, helping to identify the problem and clean the cultures. 
I have had the pleasure and honor of knowing Michael for a long time since the fall of 1974. 
After we met, Mike and I quickly found ourselves to have many mutual interests, among them 
Mycoplasmology and Italian cooking. I spent several of my sabbaticals as a visiting scientist in his 
laboratory in Bethesda Maryland and wrote 15 papers together with him among them the highly 
cited “Beware of Mycoplasmas”. In the late 80’s, our scientific interest diverged somewhat but 
we stayed close friends. My wife, Ziva and I were privileged to spend time with Michael and his 
charming wife, Grace in their beautiful and warm home in Kensington, Maryland on numerous 
occasions throughout our 40 years of friendship.  
Michael was very positive and always had a good word for everyone he met. He cared deeply 
about his young Mycoplasmologists in a very personal, cheerful and energetic manner. He 
earned the trust and respect of the people in his field with his openness and fairness. Grace and 
Michael always opened their home to dinners and parties, welcoming visitors and guests in the 
area. We shall always remember the excellent barbecues, the exceptional risotto recipes and 
the good wines we had in their home. 
Among his public activities, in 1974 Michael was among the eight founders of the International 
Organization for Mycoplasmology (IOM). In 1980-82, he served as the chairman of the IOM 
board and in 1994 he was elected as an honorary member of IOM. The participation of many 
young Mycoplasmologists in the IOM meetings was due to the generous fellowships awarded 
from the fellowship fund Michael established. 
On December 14th 2015, Michael passed away. It is always sad to lose a close friend. I am sure 
that thanks to Michael’s kindness, openness and fairness many of you developed a strong sense 
of collegiality with him. For all these reasons, many of us shall miss him very much. May he rest 
in peace. 
 
 
 
 

Shlomo Rottem 

Professor Emeritus 

The Hebrew University-
Hadassah Medical School 
Jerusalem. ISRAEL 
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The memory of Mike as a beloved friend and colleague will stay with me. I 
first met Mike many years ago at the NIH and later at the FDA when I 
worked in his lab. I have learned to appreciate him not only as a fine 
scientist but also as an unusually wonderful person. It was a pleasure to 
collaborate with him in science and as a coauthor of publications, reviews 
and books.   
Mike served in the American army during the 2nd World War and was in 

the Medical unit and in this capacity was among the first Americans that 
entered the death camps of the Nazis in Germany. This event had 
influence Mike for the rest of his life when he realized   the evils human 
beings can do to fellow human beings. His kindness to other people was 
also affected by what he experienced in his service in the Far East. Mike 

helped the Japanese, past enemies, to reestablish the clinical services after the war. This point in 
Mike's life was influenced in Mike's character and generosity leading to his charm and kindness 
to everyone in his life. 
There is no doubt that Mike can be considered as a major contributor in the construction of the 
field of Mycoplasmology. Mike did it by inviting scientists to work in his lab. A great number of 
Mycoplasma young scientist started their careers in Mike's lab. Major scientific contributions of 
Mike involved various aspects of infections of cell cultures by Mycoplasmas and the discovery of 
Mycoplasma pneumonia, the human pathogenic Mycoplasma. Mike helped to establish the IOM 
by securing the funds required to establish the major facilities and organization dealing with the 
various aspects of Mycoplasma research.  Securing the funds required to establish the first 
establishment of the major facilities and organization dealing with the various fields of 
Mycoplasma. 
We shall miss him. 
My deep sympathy to Grace and the children. 
 

 I worked in Mike’s lab from September 1992 to approximately March 1993.  I 
choose Dr. Barile’s lab for a sabbatical due his importance in Mycoplasmology 
and be at NIH campus in the FDA building. It was a very interesting time, but at 
the same time a challenging time. I came to USA for one year with my wife and 
my two daughters. My wife is a virologists and worked partially at NIH with 
rotavirus that time with Dr. Kapikian.  However, due to poor health 6 months 
after my arrival Dr. Barile had to retire.  Unfortunately, the FDA administration 
would not allow me to stay for the 6 months required to finish my project. 
Fortunately, I was able to complete Dr. Barile’s project in DR. Lo’s laboratory at 
AFIP in Washington, where I stayed for another year.  
Staying with Dr. Barile in his lab just for 6 months was a great time, and it was 
upsetting that a few days after his retirement celebration, Dr. Barile’s lab was 
to be renamed.  Further upsetting was the FDA’s plan to incinerate Dr. Barile’s 
mycoplasma collection. So with his authorization, I separated some human 
and animal isolates and strains (mostly frozen) and some sera. When I 

returned to Brazil in 1994, those Mycoplasma helped to develop many projects including many 
completed by graduate students for their degrees. Dr. Barile’s Mycoplasma takes part in our current 
Mollicutes collection that I think is the largest in species (40) in Brazil. I have passed some of those 
species to other researchers that also helped the development of their projects in other governmental 
universities. Thus the legacy of the Barile Mycoplasmas was to become important reference strains in 
Brazil. 
 

Shmuel Razin 
Professor Emeritus 

The Hebrew University 
of Jerusalem. ISRAEL 

JORGE TIMENETSKY  
Associate Professor  

Universidade de São Paulo 
Brazil 
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At some early stage, key people influence and support the development of 
any research career. Mike played a genuine role in shaping mine. In the late 
1970s and early 80s, as I was discovering the world of mycoplasmas, Mike 
was among the “IOM elders” whom I turned to for scientific guidance.  I 
soon understood, and in retrospect later fully appreciated, the richness of 
Mike’s impact. Not only was there an open exchange of ideas, but he 
exuded an excitement about research that was contagious. The combined 
twinkle in the eye over new data, and his gentle voice providing context as 
he considered some new findings (I believe the formal term for this is 
“wisdom”) gave me a model to emulate.  Over the years Mike’s lab offered 
pivotal isolates and advice, enabling and inspiring some intriguing studies. 
Mike would have enjoyed knowing that some of his longitudinal human 
isolates are still being studied today by techniques unimaginable at the 
time. My last thought is simply to reflect on the warm conversations I had 

with Mike at meetings, about travels to Italy and family. God speed Michael. 
 
In January 1970, 46 years ago, I met Mike at the NIH at the first Mycoplasmologist's luncheon club. 
During the following three years we discussed many times scientific and personal matters. Thereafter, I 
talked with Mike at many occasions mostly during Conferences of the IOM. Mike gave many excellent 
presentations, which I always followed with great interest. I admired Mike’s profound knowledge in the 
field of infectious diseases, not only Mycoplasmology, his clear and precise argumentation, his honesty 
and his sense of humour. Mike has been a mentor for me. Unfortunately, it is now impossible to thank 
him for his numerous advices, which he always provided generously.  

Dear Grace, I would like to share with you and your family my sincere feelings of sorrow about the death 
of Mike. 

With best wishes 

 

 

 

 
 

It was greatly upsetting to learn that Mike Barile had died. I first met him during a 
sabbatical period that I had at the NIH in the early sixties. I knew nothing about 
mycoplasmas; he knew a lot and his studies of the the interaction between 
mycoplasmas and tissue culture cells were helpful for a novice to understand how 
harmful mycoplasmas could be.  In the early 1980s, when I knew a good deal more 
about mycoplasmas, collaboration with Mike in studies on animals, particularly 
chimpanzees, provided the opportunity to show the pathogenic nature of 
Mycoplasma genitalium. These were happy days and visits to Mike's home to meet 
Grace and the family and to watch exciting American football and baseball while 
drinking excellent wines will always remain in the memory. Charming, polite, 

thoughtful, a gentleman in the true meaning of the word; that is how I, and I 
imagine many others, remember Mike. 
 
 
 

  

David Taylor-Robinson 
Retired Professor  

University College London 
UK 

Kim Wise 
Professor Emeritus 

University of Missouri 
USA – January 2016 

Helmut Brunner 

Professor Bergische 
Universität Wuppertal 
Germany 
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Mike Barile was a great friend to at least 2 generations of mycoplasmologists.  I 
first met him about 37 years ago when I was a graduate student and he was 
helping teach a course in mycoplasmology at the Cell Science Center at Lake 
Placid, New York.  Back then, most of the knowledge of how to grow and work 
with mycoplasmas was in the individual brains of a relatively few people who 
had slogged their way through developing methods that actually worked with 
the Mollicutes.  Along with Joe Tully and Bob Whitcomb, Mike and a small 
team of mycoplasmologists not only started the IOM, they succeeded in 
getting a lot of that knowledge into books (‘The Mycoplasmas’ I-V series) so 
the rest of us could find it and use it.  Other books followed and all that 
knowledge is still available for those who need it.   He helped me at various 
times throughout my entire career and he and his wife, Grace, became some 
of my favorite people to ‘hang out’ with at IOM and other scientific 

meetings.  I learned a great deal from him and greatly enjoyed his company.  I have the “BEWARE OF 
MYCOPLAMAS” poster he gave to us at the Cell Science Center course framed and hanging in my office, 
now.  It has been in every office I have had over my career and has generated a lot of conversations with 
many, many scientists.  Not many scientists can leave so much positive ‘energy’ as their legacy. 
 
 

I consider myself among the "great number of Mycoplasma young scientist 
(who) started their careers in Mike's lab". Indeed, I worked in his laboratory 
at FDA on the NIH campus of Bethesda in 1988-1989 as a young post-doc. At 
that time Shmuel Razin was in sabbatical in Mike's lab and together they 
helped me starting a new project on the urease of Ureaplasma urealyticum. 
It was wonderful to be in that environment. Mike was extremely helpful and 
he helped me to get in touch with many scientists in the USA; these contacts 
lead to the isolation of the urease genes of Ureaplasma urealyticum. At the 
beginning of 1989, following Mike's invitation, we had a seminar from 
scientists from Cetus Corporation who were distributing samples of a new 
polymerase for amplifying DNA fragments... Mike was pushing us to try these 
new molecular approaches because he understood that it would change the 
scientific approaches. 

As indicated by Shmuel, Mike was an extraordinary person with a unique life experience. Many years 
after my post-doc, Mike told me about his role as a young medical doctor in the liberation of death 
camps in Germany (or in Austria, I am not sure). In fact, it was at the time of the opening of the United 
States Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington.; this museum had collected interviews from those 
who were witnesses of that terrible period, and Mike had accepted to do it, which helped him to liberate 
his ability to talk about it. He recognized that he still had nightmares about that experience.  
Mike had a great culture and he loved all the good sides of life. I remember being invited by Grace and 
himself to his place and Mike asked me if I liked the white wines from Burgundy. I answered "Yes, of 
course" although my knowledge was very limited. Mike had an amazing cellar with a collection of some 
of the greatest French wines including Gevrey-Chambertin that we enjoyed that night.  
For me, Mike will remain this extraordinary, very kind person. 
 
 

Maureen K. Davidson 

Director 

Food & Drug Administration 
Center for Veterinary 
Medicine. USA 

Alain Blanchard 

Professor 

Université Bordeaux 
FRANCE 
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Pictures of Mike Barile Courtesy of Alain Blanchard and Jose Bovy 
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From the IOM Archive (courtesy of Mitchell Balish) 
 

Mike Barile at the Jerusalem meeting in 1984. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mike Barile (center) with Shlomo Rottem and Louse 
Ruhnke 

Grace and Mike Barile, with J. Labarere and 
H.E. Hopps at the 1974 Bordeaux meeting 


