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MESSAGE FROM THE IOM CHAIR 

 
Dear Friends and Colleagues, 

 
Just a quick update to inform you all of the progress being made for IOM2016. 

1. Glenn Browning, Chair of the Scientific Programme Committee has informed me that the 

composition of the committee for the meeting has now been finalised.  

IOM Scientific Program Committee. 
Glenn Browning (Australia) 
Carole Lartigue (France) 
Ruben Rosales (United Kingdom) 
Michael Kube (Germany) 
Christine Knox (Australia) 
Saskia Hugenout (The Netherlands) 
Meghan May (USA) 
Birgit Henrich (Germany) 
Paola Pilo (Switzerland) 
Mitch Balish (USA) 
Christine Citti (France) 
Michael Szostak (Austria) 
Sabine Pereyre (France) 
Sasaki Yuko (Japan) 
Makoto Miyata (Japan) 
The plan now is to secure keynote speakers.  

 
2. Christine Knox, Chair of the Local Organising Committee (LOC,) has been working hard with 

colleagues at QUT getting the IOM conference website up and running.  

3. Update from the IOM Treasurer Dr Gail Gasparich: 

It is my policy to keep members updated with our current financial position of the IOM. The IOM has a 
healthy balance of $122,159 at the end of 2014. While the trend has been down from 2012 ($158,711), 
we anticipate strong support for the meeting in Brisbane and the meeting in 2018 that is expected to be 
held in the USA. 
IOM account balances for 2010-2014. 
2010 $145,705 
2012 $158,711 
2013 $125,272 
2014 $122,159 

Finally, it is important that we strive to ensure IOM memberships are up 
to date and that all members of your group are registered. Sincere thanks 
also to our sustaining members. The Organisation is dependent on the 
continued support of its current members and we should all be 
encouraging new membership in the IOM.  

 

 

Steven Djordjevic 

 
Sydney, Australia 
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        21
st 

IOM CONGRESS, 3rd 
TO 8th 

JULY 2016 – BRISBANE, AUSTRALIA 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The 21st IOM Congress, Brisbane, Queensland, 3rd-8th July, 2016. 
 
These past few weeks we have been searching for dinner venues for the congress. Views of the 
river, local seafood and produce, and transportation by City Cat are key selection criteria.  At the 
same time we are generating a list of restaurants and cafes for delegates. We hope that you will 
all find time to explore the best of Brisbane. A tough job but someone has to do it.  
 
At QUT our renovated Health building, which includes the new eLearning health science laboratory 
for 150 students, was commissioned 2 weeks ago, just one week into our academic year. The aim 
is to have paperless delivery of all practical classes by 2016.  You are all most welcome to visit 
during the congress in 2016.  
 
Hope to see you all in Brisbane.  
 
Christine Knox 
Chair of Local Organising Committee 
 
Contact: iom2016@qut.edu.au  
Relax: www.visitbrisbane.com.au 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:iom2016@qut.edu.au
file:///C:/Users/knox/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/W1XCODUA/www.visitbrisbane.com.au
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CULTURE COLLECTION UPDATE 

 
The standards of operation of The Mollicutes Collection of Cultures and Antisera (TMC) were 

reviewed in November 2014 by the Executive Board of the World Federation for Culture 

Collections, and our affiliate membership in WFCC was formally renewed through 2016. TMC 

also joined the United States Culture Collection Network (www.usccn.org), and participated in 

their September 2014 meeting, “Exploring Synergy between Microbial Genome/Metagenome 

Research and US Living Microbe Culture Collections” held in Davis, California.  

A searchable detailed inventory of TMC [WFCC 858], including accession history and passage 

number, is available on-line through the Global Catalogue of Microorganisms at 

http://gcm.wfcc.info/   

During the past year TMC fulfilled requests for specimens from US labs in Alabama, Iowa, 

Georgia, Louisiana, Maryland, Massachusetts, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, New York, 

Ohio, Pennsylvania, Texas and Washington, and overseas labs in Australia, Austria, Bosnia-

Herzegovina, Canada, Germany, Hungary, Israel, Spain, Taiwan ROC, Turkey and the UK. 

Requests for specimens should be emailed to [drbrown@ufl.edu].  

 

Costs are $50 USD per specimen for IOM members and $100 USD for non-members plus 

FedEx shipping. Invoices for payment are sent by IOM after the exact shipping costs are 

determined. Payment by credit card through the PayPal link on the IOM website [www.IOM-

Online.org] is preferred, although checks or bank transfers can be accepted.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Daniel R. Brown 

2 Feb 2015 

.

http://www.usccn.org/
http://gcm.wfcc.info/
http://www.iom-online.org/
http://www.iom-online.org/
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WEBSITE UPDATE – Mitchell Balish 
 
Having been elected to succeed Chris Minion as IOM Information Officer, I have been working 

with Chris to transition control of the IOM website and its associated functions to me. This is a 

somewhat slow process and I have a lot to learn about it, so the completion of the transfer may 

take quite some time, although I anticipate that by the end of 2015 I should be able to handle 

whatever comes my way. Like all service to the IOM, this demanding task is carried out on an 

uncompensated basis, and like you, I get paid to do other things!  So I ask for your patience and 

understanding while the transition is being made, and I thank Chris Minion for his help during this 

time in addition to his many years of service as Information Officer. 

 

 
 
 
 
The International Organization for Mycoplasmology 
Dedicated to the study of the Mollicutes 
 
 
 

 

RETIREMENT of Konrad Sachse 
 

Dear colleagues, 
 
Time is running fast and my professional career at Friedrich-Loeffler-Institut is coming to an end. 
March 31 will be my last day at work before I officially go into retirement. My successor as head of 
the chlamydia and mycoplasma group at FLI will be Dr. Christiane Schnee 
(christiane.schnee@fli.bund.de). I can recommend her as a competent and reliable partner for 
your future collaborations. 
 
Working with you and being part of the wonderful mycoplasma community has been a great 
experience to me. The years of the European COST Action led by Joachim Frey, the great IOM 
meetings and the fruitful collaborations with many of you will always be nice things to remember. I 
thank you all for sharing a great time. 
 
People who know me well will not be surprised to learn that my step into retirement will be merely 
a formal act. I intend to continue as a consultant outside my institute and participate in one or two 
projects. You may also see me at certain meetings. All in all, I look forward to entering a new 
stage in my life and enjoying a new kind of freedom.  
Please, note that this e-mail account will be closed on April 1st. I will be available on my private 
account konrad.sachse@gmx.net 
 
With my best wishes, 
Konrad Sachse 

  

http://www.iom-online.org/
http://www.iom-online.org/
mailto:christiane.schnee@fli.bund.de
mailto:konrad.sachse@gmx.net
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TREASURER’S REPORT – Gail Gasparich 
International Organization for Mycoplasmology 

Treasurer’s Report 
1/1/2014-12/31/2014  (Year summary for 2014) 

 
Cash Balance at the Beginning of the Period:  $2,573.98-$2,568.98 (Checking Account) + $5.00 (Savings)  
 
Income Received During the Period Covered:  $39,640.41 
Income includes:  
$6,648.81 final transfer from Mitchell Balish to close out his IOM account  
$9,601.50 membership dues paid through PayPal, in cash at 2014 meeting or through wire transfer 
$10,000 transferred from the Vanguard Short-Term Federal Fund Admiral Shares to cover the costs of     the 
IOM 2014 meeting.  
$6,000 from the NIH grant to the University of Florida for US student travel to 2014 IOM Meeting $3,975 
($2,000 sponsorship from Bioproperties, Ltd. and Minerva-Biolabs-$25 charge for wire transfer)     
$3,415.10 wire transfer or PayPal payment for antisera shipment from the Mycoplasmology Culture Collection 
 
Expenses Paid During the Period Covered:  $27,300.87 
Expenses include: 
$1,000 to Dr. Yang Liu who never cashed travel award check from 2012  
$30 to reimburse Dr. Yang Liu for student membership payment as he is a post doc and submitted the wrong 
payment option 
$119.40 to cover DreamHost which is the webserver for the IOM (through Chris Minion) 
$2,699.89 for several FEDEX shipments from the Mycoplasma Culture Collections 
$4,100 wire transfer to Qualidade Events Especials to cover final deposit for 2014 IOM Meeting 
$17,500 for IOM AWARDS and travel grants from the 2014 IOM meeting 
$100 for IOM Dues for membership in the International Union of Microbiology Societies 
$89.50 charge for wire transfer 
$1,000 to cover award for Dr. Ing-Ming Lee from the 2014 IOM meeting 
$425.20 for plane ticket and $236.88 to reimburse Mitchell Balish for expenses to visit Chris Minion to discuss 
the transfer of the IOM Website 
 
Cash Balance at the End of the Period Covered:  $14,913.52-$14,908.52 (Checking Account) + $5.00 (Savings) 
 
Financial Issues for 2015:    
There will be minimal costs associated with the maintenance of the website.  A majority of transactions for the 
upcoming financial year will be charges for cultures and antisera purchased from the Mycoplasma Culture 
Collection and reimbursement for FEDEX charges.   
  
Additional Investment Account Updates:  Total $107,246.40 
 Vanguard Admiral Treasury Money Market Fund $5,267.81 
 Vanguard Short-Term Federal Fund Admiral Shares $71,327.86 
 Vanguard Short-Term Treasury Fund Investor Shares $30,650.73 

January 1, 2014 Balance was $116,056.38 so annual change was a decrease of $8,810.33. 
 
Information on current membership:  My database shows 187 current members paid through 2014 or 
beyond. 
 
Respectfully Submitted by Gail E. Gasparich, Ph.D., IOM Treasurer 

  1/4/2015 
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International Organization for Mycoplasmology 
Treasurer’s Report 

10/1/2014-12/31/2014  (Fourth Quarter of 2014) 
 
Cash Balance at the Beginning of the Period:  $14,804.75-$14,799.75 (Checking Account) + $5.00 
(Savings Account)  
 
Income Received During the Period Covered:  $3,415.10 

All income was wire transfer or PayPal payment for antisera shipment from the Mycoplasmology 
Culture Collection 
 

Expenses Paid During the Period Covered:  $3,306.33 
This includes a payment of $1,000 to cover award for Dr. Ing-Ming Lee from the 2014 IOM 
meeting; $1613.25 for several FEDEX shipments from the Mycoplasma Culture Collection 
(reimbursement for most of these charges has been invoiced through PayPal); $31.00 charges for 
wire transfers; $425.20 for plane ticket and $236.88 to reimburse Mitch Balish for expenses to 
visit Chris Minion to discuss the transfer of the IOM Website.  This does not include fees taken 
directly by PayPal for transactions. 
 

Cash Balance at the End of the Period Covered:  $14,913.52-$14,908.52 (Checking Account) + $5.00 
(Savings Account) 
 
Financial Issues for 2014-2015:    

We are waiting for the invoice for the IOM membership in the World Federation of Culture 
Collections (~$300).  There are a few outstanding requests for payment ($455) for shipments 
from the Mycoplasma Culture Collection but people tend to pay in a timely manner upon receipt 
of an invoice.   
 
Sponsors:  Mycoplasma Experience has not paid for sponsorship—may want to consider 
removing from website at some point. 

 
Additional Investment Account Updates:  Total $107,246.40 
 Vanguard Admiral Treasury Money Market Fund $5,267.81 
 
 Vanguard Short-Term Federal Fund Admiral Shares $71,327.86 
 
 Vanguard Short-Term Treasury Fund Investor Shares $30,650.73 
 

October 1, 2014 Balance was $106,995.84 so quarterly change was an increase of $250.56  
 
Information on current membership:  My database shows 187 current members paid through 2014 or 
beyond. 
 
Respectfully Submitted by Gail E. Gasparich, Ph.D., IOM Treasurer 

  1/4/2015 
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International Organization for Mycoplasmology 
Treasurer’s Report 

1/1/2015-3/27/2015 
 
Cash Balance at the Beginning of the Period:  $14,913.52-$14,908.52 (Checking Account) + $5.00 
(Savings Account) 
 
Income Received During the Period Covered:  $190.77 

Income from student membership ($30) and payment for antisera shipment from the 
Mycoplasmology Culture Collection ($160.77) 
 

Expenses Paid During the Period Covered:  $591.44 
This includes a payment of $375 to cover membership fee for World Federation of Culture 
Collections; $169.44 for two FEDEX shipments from the Mycoplasma Culture Collection 
(reimbursement for most of these charges has been invoiced through PayPal); and $47.00 
charges for wire transfers 
 

Cash Balance at the End of the Period Covered:  $14,512.85-$14,507.85 (Checking Account) + $5.00 
(Savings Account) 
 
Financial Issues for 2015-2016:    

There are a few outstanding requests for payment for shipments from the Mycoplasma Culture 
Collection but people tend to pay in a timely manner upon receipt of an invoice.   
 
Sponsors:  Mycoplasma Experience has not paid for sponsorship—may want to consider 
removing from website at some point. 

 
Additional Investment Account Updates:  Total $107,634.44 
 Vanguard Admiral Treasury Money Market Fund $5,267.89 
 
 Vanguard Short-Term Federal Fund Admiral Shares $71,627.86 
 
 Vanguard Short-Term Treasury Fund Investor Shares $30,738.69 
 

January 1, 2015 Balance was $107,246.40 so quarterly change was an increase of $388.04  
 
Information on current membership:  My database shows 188 current members paid through 2014 or 
beyond.   
 
Respectfully Submitted by Gail E. Gasparich, Ph.D., IOM Treasurer 

  3/27/2015 
 

.
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REPORT FROM THE 3rd IPWG MEETING 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The third International Phytoplasmologist Working Group (IPWG) Meeting was held at the 
Intercontinental Hotel Mauritius Resort, Balaclava Fort from January 14 – 17, 2015. The 
Meeting was attended by 60 participants from 25 Countries (Brazil, Canada, Chile, Côte 
d'Ivoire, France, Germany, Ghana, India, Iran, Israel, Italy, Kenya, Mauritius, Mexico, 
Mozambique, Pakistan, Poland, Saudi Arabia, Slovenia, South Africa, Spain, Switzerland, 
Taiwan, Turkey and USA). 
The scientific program comprised poster and oral presentations. The introductory lecture 
entitled “Phytoplasma research between past and future: which directions?” was given by Prof. 
Assunta Bertaccini. The 7 topics treated in the meeting were presented in 9 sessions as oral 
presentations: 
I. Phytoplasma genomic. II. Phytoplasma detection and characterisation. III. Insect vectors of 

phytoplasmas and phytoplasmas‐vector interaction. IV. Phytoplasma diseases worldwide. V. 
New phytoplasma diseases. VI. Mixed infection of phytoplasma and other pathogens and VII. 

Phytoplasma‐plant interaction and control of phytoplasma diseases. 
Two round table discussiongs were also carried out on the following specific topics relevant to 
the phytoplasmology field: “Phytoplasma quarantine and taxonomy: moving forward?” and 
“Fighting emerging palm diseases in Africa and the Americas”. All the presented works are 
published as extended abstract in a Supplement issue of Phytopathogenic Mollicutes (Vol. 5 

1‐Supplement, January 2015; print ISSN: 2249‐4669, online ISSN: 2249‐4677) now freely 
available on-line at the web page: http://www.ipwgnet.org/researchnews. 
The issue is dedicated to the Prof. Karl Maramorosch who on January 16th celebrated his 
100th Birthday and who is the scientific inspirer of the working group. 
 
Besides the scientific presentations that updated the worldwide research in the field of 
phytoplasmology, participants had the opportunity to discuss important matters such as 
international collaboration opportunities and possibility of shared collaborative research on 
phytoplasmas. Particular focus was put on possible methodology of phytoplasma isolation in 
order to be able to better perform biologic and resistance study that could help farmers and 
growers to reduce worldwide spread of phytoplasma disease. 

.  

http://www.ipwgnet.org/researchnews
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SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIPS 
The IOM introduced sustaining memberships for companies to support the IOM. If 

you know of other companies who would be interested in supporting the IOM by 
becoming sustaining members, please let the treasurer know. It is a good way for them 
to raise their profiles on the IOM website and at the biannual congresses. We thank the 
following companies for their support: 

 

         
 

   

 

FORTHCOMING CONFERENCES - 

 
European Mycoplasma Conference Pendik Veterinary Control Institute, Turkey June 3rd to 5th 2015 

Contacts: robin.nicholas@fsmail.net; Roger.Ayling@ahvla.gsi.gov.uk;  and Umit Ozdemir 
(uozdemir@outlook.com). 

The organisers are pleased to announce a three day meeting on human and animal 

mycoplasmas to be held at the Greenpark Hotel & Convention Center in Pendik, near 

Istanbul, between 3-5th June, 2015.   Meeting topics to include: Mycoplasma evolution, 

Update on taxonomy/bioinformatics, Whole genome sequencing, Molecular genetics & 

diagnosis, Mycoplasma vaccines-the next generation, New and emerging human 

mycoplasmas, Human Ureaplasmas, Anti-microbial resistance in human mycoplasmas, Avian 

mycoplasmosis and Ruminant mycoplasmosis.  Abstracts accepted until April 30th, which is 

also the deadline for early rates for registration and accommodation.  Find more at: 

http://www.mycoplasma2015.org/  

 
25th ECCMID (European Congress of Clinical Microbiology and Infectious Diseases). Copenhagen, 
Denmark, 25th to 28th April 2015. 
 
The ECCMID study group on Mycoplasma Infections (ESGMI) will be giving a 2-hour educational workshop 

entitled “Mycoplasma pneumoniae: epidemiology, diagnosis and treatment” with talks given by Ran 

Nir-Paz, Vicki Chalker, Margareta Ieven, and Cécile Bébéar. 8:30-10:30 on April 25th 2015. There will also 
be a study group business meeting on Sunday 26 April 18:15-19:15, room BV2.  Please join the IOM 
members there if you are attending ECCMID this year. Contact Vicki.chalker@phe.gov.uk for further 
information. 

 
 

ASM 2015, 115
th 

General Meeting, May 30th to June 2nd 
 
2015, in New Orleans, Louisiana, USA. 

The platform will feature two Division G (Mycoplasmology)-supported symposia: "Polymicrobial 
Communities During Infections" and "Population Forecasting", featuring IOM members as speakers. 
Meghan May will be speaking on (067.) Evolutionary Forecasting and Infectious Disease: A New Hammer 
in the Epidemiological Toolbox in the session between 2:00 PM - 4:30 PM, Sunday May 31, 2015 in 
meeting room 227.  There will likely be a business meeting/mixer event where students and postdocs can 
meet up with IOM senior investigators, and a divisional dinner one night as well.  Please contact Meghan 
May (MMay3@une.edu) or the local organizer Chris McGowin (cmcgow@lsuhsc.edu) for more 
information. 
 

  

mailto:robin.nicholas@fsmail.net
mailto:Roger.Ayling@ahvla.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:uozdemir@outlook.com
http://www.mycoplasma2015.org/
mailto:Vicki.chalker@phe.gov.uk
mailto:MMay3@une.edu
mailto:cmcgow@lsuhsc.edu
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NEW JOURNAL FOR PHYTOPLASMOLOGISTS-Jose Bové - 
 
Below is an abstract from a paper in press in the first issue of the new “Journal of Citrus Pathology”, 

which replaces the proceedings of the International Organization of Citrus Virologists (IOCV). It might 

however take some time for the first issue to be ready.  We include the abstract as preview and perhaps 

anyone interested in participating with development of this journal could contact Josy Bové at 

joseph.bove@wanadoo.fr for more information..  

 

 
 

Sunn hemp, a major source-plant of the phytoplasma associated with 

huanglongbing symptoms of sweet orange in São Paulo State, Brazil. 

Wulff, N.A.1 Teixeira, D.C.1 Martins, E.C.1 Toloy, R.S.1 Bianco, L.F.1 Colletti, D.A.B.1 Kitajima, 

E.W.2 Bové, J.M.3 

Abstract  

In São Paulo State (SPS), sweet orange (Citrus sinensis) trees with huanglongbing (HLB) 

symptoms are infected with Candidatus (Ca.) Liberibacter (L.) asiaticus (Las) or Ca. L. americanus 

(Lam). However, in 2007, three years after HLB was first reported in SPS, some trees with 

characteristic HLB symptoms were found free of liberibacters, but infected with a phytoplasma of 

16Sr group IX. This phytoplasma was further characterized by PCR amplification of ribosomal 

protein genes rpsC-rplV-rpsS and amplicon sequencing. A qPCR test to detect the phytoplasma in 

plants and insects was also developed on the basis of the ribosomal protein genes. The phytoplasma 

was transmitted from citrus to citrus by grafting. The 16Sr group IX phytoplasma associated with 

HLB symptoms in sweet orange in SPS and characterized by the above techniques was named 

“HLB-phytoplasma”. Although the HLB-phytoplasma is widely distributed in many municipalities 

of central, northern and northwestern SPS, the number of HLB-phytoplasma-infected trees in each 

municipality is very small. Experiments have been undertaken to identify the origin of the HLB-

phytoplasma and the source of inoculum on which a putative insect vector could become infected 

with the HLB-phytoplasma. In SPS, sunn hemp (Crotalaria juncea L.) is a major, widely 

distributed cover crop. A 16Sr group IX phytoplasma was detected in sunn hemp plants with 

witches’ broom and virescence symptoms, and was shown to have 16Sr DNA sequences and 

ribosomal protein gene sequences with 100% identity to the corresponding sequences of the sweet 

orange HLB-phytoplasma. Transmission electron microscopy revealed the presence of 

phytoplasma cells in the phloem sieve tubes of infected C. juncea stalks. These results were taken 

as evidence that the sunn hemp phytoplasma and the sweet orange HLB-phytoplasma were 

identical. Scaphytopius marginelineatus, a leafhopper frequently found in sweet orange orchards, 

was shown to acquire the HLB-phytoplasma efficiently from affected sunn hemp plants, but 

acquisition from, and transmission rates to sweet orange were very low. On the whole, these data 

suggest that (i) sunn hemp is a major source of inoculum of the HLB-phytoplasma, (ii) S. 

marginelineatus becomes infected on sunn hemp and transmits the phytoplasma to sweet orange, 

and (iii) transmission from sweet orange to sweet range occurs only rarely, if at all. 16Sr group IX 

phytoplasmas, very closely related to the SPS HLB-phytoplasma, have also been detected in citrus 

in Minas Gerais and Bahia states (Brazil) and Mexico. 
 
 

mailto:joseph.bove@wanadoo.fr
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EMPLOYMENT CORNER 
 
Dr. Osama Abdul-Wahab is looking for opportunities as a research associate or post-doc and 

has contacted me requesting that that I circulate his most recent publication to inspire interest in 

employing him.  He has published manuscripts for both M. hominis and M. pneumoniae and 

would like to continue working research or diagnostics.  More information is available on his 

ResearchGate profile (https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Osama_Abdul-Wahab4), where you 

can contact him directly. 

 
The full article is available through open-access at: 
http://www.sapub.org/journal/archive.aspx?journalid=1079&issueid=2218  
Here is the abstract: 
 

 

Mycoplasma pneumoniae Infection with Bronchial Asthma in Children  

Osama M. S. Abdul-Wahab1,*, Ali M. Alsuheel2, Amer A. Alshehri3, Ashish Kumar1, 

Fateha H. Benahmed4  

1 Department of Microbiology, Faculty of Medicine, King Khalid University, Abha, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia  

2 Department of Child Health, Faculty of Medicine, King Khalid University, Abha, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia  

3 Department of Pediatric, Asser Central Hospital, Ministry of Health, Abha, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia  

4 Department of Laboratory, Asser Central Hospital, Ministry of Health, Abha, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia  

Abstract  

 

The role of Mycoplasma pneumoniae in bronchial asthma has become an active area of 

investigation, however, the causes of initial onset of asthma will remain unclear and the 

causes and pathogenesis of this syndrome are not yet completely understood. The aim at this 

prospective study is to investigate the role of M. pneumonia infection and its relationship of 

bronchial asthma in children. This study is designed as a case-control study in which in 

which 45 patients of case group with mean age of 6.71±3.350 attending hospital with 

diagnosis of respiratory tract infections and bronchial asthma were included. 45 normal 

healthy patients who had no history of respiratory tract infections with mean age of 

5.47±3.14 were also included as control group. Both groups of either sex, were age and sex 

matched. Presence of IgM antibodies to Mycoplasma pneumoniae was assessed by an 

ELISA technique in both groups. In the case group, 4 (9%) cases of 45 children were positive 

about anti-mycoplasma antibodies and all patients in control groups were negative. All case 

group patients had symptoms of acute pneumonia with bronchial asthma (100%) including 

all the four cases diagnosed with Mycoplasma pneumoniae infection. The Relative Risk 

(RR) for the occurrence of mycoplasma infection was estimated to be 9 with a p value of 

0.1366. On applying to tests of significance of isolation from Mycolplasma pneumoniae 

among cases and controls groups, the result was found not to be statistically significant. 

From the present study, it can be concluded that infection with M pneumoniae does not have 

a direct role in the pathogenicity of bronchial asthma in most children. Despite of this, 

further studies are required to evaluate the risk of the coinfection with other pathogens and 

to establishes a correlation between Mycoplasma pneumoniae and the onset of asthma 

among children. 
 

https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Osama_Abdul-Wahab4
http://www.sapub.org/journal/archive.aspx?journalid=1079&issueid=2218

