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Greetings from the 2014 Congress held in Blumenau Brazil: 
 

Many thanks to Caio Cordova and the local 
organizing committee for giving the delegates 

an authentic Brazilian experience 
 

Many thanks to Pascal Sirand-Pugnet and the 
Scientific Committee for putting together an 

exciting programme 
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MESSAGE FROM THE IOM CHAIR 

 
Dear Friends and Colleagues, 

I am honoured to be Chair of the IOM Board of Directors for the 2014-2016 biennium and 
grateful to those that entrusted me with the responsibility. Firstly, I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank Dan Brown for his achievements as Chair over the past two years and look forward to 
working with him in his capacity as Past Chair. As everyone should now know, the IOM congress in 
2016 will be in Brisbane, the capital of Queensland in Australia. The Chair of the Local Organising 
Committee, Christine Knox,  Chair of the Scientific Program Committee, Glenn Browning and I are 
well into the planning phase to ensure that the meeting runs seamlessly and is both scientifically 
engaging and fun.  The conference venue is in the heart of the central business district in Brisbane 
and is well serviced with public transport, a wealth of accommodation options, and sunny weather. 
The venue site is located on the banks of the picturesque Brisbane River. We ask you all to 
embrace the spirit of the IOM and mark the meeting dates (July 3-8, 2016) in your calendar. 

The IOM Congress hosted in Blumenau, Brazil at the Carlos Gomes Theatre was an excellent 
meeting. The Local organising Committee was headed by Caio de Cordova and the Scientific 
Program Committee was chaired by Pascal Signet.  On behalf of the IOM board, I wish to take this 
opportunity to thank both Caio and Pascal and the committees they represent for their hard work 
and dedication and for helping to make the 20th IOM a resounding success. In addition, I would like 
to thank Meghan May for leading the Travel Awards Committee. Many students attend their first 
IOM meeting as a result of the availability of funds for student travel.  While there were many 
scientific highlights at the 20th IOM congress, studies showing horizontal gene transfer drives 
genome diversity is significant to understanding the biology and evolution of genome-reduced 
species. In addition, significant advances continue to be made in the study of the phytoplasmas. 

Keynote addresses by Helio Sader, Dennis Kasper and Takema Fukatsu were well received. 
Our IOM scientific award recipients Assunta Bertaccini (Emily Klieneberger-Nobel Award) and 
Cecile Bebear (Peter Hannan Award Lecture) delivered enthralling seminar presentations. Ing-Ming 
Lee was the recipient of the Robert Whitcomb Award (not presenting) and Carole Lartigue was the 
recipient of the Derrick Edward Award (not presenting).  The Harry Morton and Louis Dienes 
awardees for 2014 were Zigmunds Orlovskis and Ruben Rosales. The challenge for the IOM is 
attract and retain the brightest scientists as active and long term members. We wish the recipients 
of the Harry Morton and Louis Denes Awards productive and rewarding careers in the field of 
Mycoplasmology.  

IOM Treasurer, Gail Gasparich has indicated that the IOM 
budget broke even after hosting the 20th IOM. It is important that 
we maintain and grow our IOM membership. I ask all research 
leaders to ensure they are up-to-date with membership dues and 
to encourage their students to become members of the IOM. The 
sustained health of the IOM relies on early-career scientists taking 
an active role. 

Finally, we welcome Mitchell Balish as our new Information 
Officer. I take this opportunity to warmly thank Chris Minion for 
many years of dedicated service to the IOM. 

 

 

 

Steven Djordjevic 

 
Sydney, Australia 
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        20
TH 

IOM CONGRESS, 1
ST 

TO 6
TH 

JUNE 2014 – BLUMENAU, BRAZIL 
 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
My impressions of the 2014 IOM meeting:  
My first aim of bidding Blumenau to host the 2014 IOM meeting was simple: to offer you the opportunity 
to enjoy at least a bit of the beauty of our unique country, its culture, its nature, and its people.  This idea 
remained for years in my mind. And as a professor of the University of Blumenau, I was also provoked by 
the Blumenau Conventions & Visitors Bureau to place the bid, when I just thought: why not? Well, I must 
confess that for brief instants afterwards, a tiny bit of myself thought again: I think I was crazy when I 
accepted that! But then I thought again, this time for you, the amazing mycoplasmologists from all over 
the world, and about the experiences I wanted you to taste, and my motivation raised again. Of course all 
of this would not be possible without the support of the great team from the Local Organizing 
Committee, from the Scientific Committee, and the IOM Board. Pascal Sirand-Pugnet was perfect, and 
Dan Brown was a great partner. I would like to express my special thanks to my wife, Simone, who not 
only supported me during the sometimes stressful moments of planning and executing, but actually 
engaged together with our staff and was responsible for many of the good things that you could see (and 
taste!). The quality of the social program, and many other things, are due to her efforts. I would also like 
to express my special thanks to my students and everyone else that worked during the week as our staff.  
As an innovation, at this meeting we have organized an International Student and Post-doc Mixer, 
sponsored by the IOM and hosted by Maria Lluch-Senar (Spain), Maristela V. Cardoso (Brazil) and Lucas 
M. Marques (Brazil). This was an amazing opportunity for interaction of the future of the IOM. The 
Cultural Night was intended as a light break between the intense social and scientific program. I hope 
that the Brazilian Night could have left a taste of the Brazilian flavor in your souls, with some typical 
finger food, caipirinhas, and samba, of course!  We had begun with music at the reception cocktail, and 
closed with music as well at the banquet diner, what I sincerely hope has pleased your hearts.  
I hope you had the opportunity to see that Brazil is a young beautiful country, with incredible differences 
from north to south and east to west. We have our problems for sure, but the kindness, will and 
resilience of our people are the unique characteristics that make this country move forward and grow, 
despite all difficulties, including in science, without losing its grace and tenderness.  
In summary, I really wish that you keep wonderful memories of this great people and this beautiful 
country, for many years to come. And maybe come back for another visit! For those who couldn’t come, 
maybe in a future opportunity, you will not regret the choice. 
With the feeling of an accomplished job, sincerely, 
 

Caio M. M. de Cordova 

 

Chair of the Local Organizing Committee of the 20
th 

IOM congress. 
 

                    p.s.: hope to see you all in Australia in 2016!  
                               Pictures from IOM2014 are available at http://iom2014.org/certificates-and-photos/ 

http://iom2014.org/certificates-and-photos/
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THE 2016 IOM AWARDS 

 
These awards honour the highest achievers in our field and are initiated through specific 
nomination by IOM members. 

 
Emmy Klieneberger-Nobel Award -- for outstanding research in mycoplasmology 

 
2014 Recipient: Assunta Bertaccini 

 
Peter Hannan Award -- for outstanding research in applied clinical mycoplasmology. 

 

2014 Recipient: Cécile Bébéar 

 
Robert Whitcomb Award -- for outstanding research in plant mycoplasmology. 

 

2014 Recipient: Ing-Ming Lee (unable to attend the 2014 IOM Congress) 

 
Derrick Edward Award -- for outstanding research in mycoplasmology by a young researcher. 

 

2014 Recipient: Carole Lartigue (unable to attend the 2014 IOM Congress) 

 
Louis Dienes Poster Award -- is given to recognize an outstanding poster in mycoplasmology by 

an author who is a postdoctoral fellow. 
 

2014 Recipient: Ruben S. Rosales 

 
Harry  Morton  Poster  Award -- is  given  in  recognition  of  an  outstanding  poster  presentation  

in mycoplasmology by a graduate student. 
 

2014 Recipient: Zigmunds Orlovskis 

 
 

The Board of Directors Award did not receive any nominations this year, however, recipients will be 
considered for the 2016 Congress.
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Zigmunds Orlovskis is the 2014 recipient of the Harry Morton award and I asked him for a student’s 
perspective of an IOM Congress: 
 

STUDENT VIEWPOINT: 20
th

  CONGRESS BLUMENAU, JUNE 1-6, 2014 
 
Attending the 20th IOM Congress Blumenau was a great opportunity to visit a beautiful part the Santa 
Catarina state in Brazil. The historic city of Blumenau delighted with a nice river scenery, Bavarian-style 
architecture and calm spirit, and created a warm and welcoming atmosphere. The Local Organization 
Committee did an excellent job at organising an entertaining cultural programme. There was a mix of 
traditional and contemporary Brazilian rhythms in several great nights of instrumental music. The 
performance by the jazz band of the University of Blumenau was particularly enjoyable. And, not to 
forget, Brazilian cuisine was excellent and surprised with its diversity from lunch time throughout to the 
final gala dinner.   
And all the above was a compliment to an outstanding scientific programme containing of a range of 
talks from from clinical and medicinial microbiology to ecology of plant-microbe-insect interactions. It was 
an excellent opportunity to hear about the most recent advances in detection of phytoplasmas, 
comparative genomics of spiroplasmas, synthetic biology of mycoplasmas, resistance mechanisms to 
ureaplasma and many other topics. The congress was a great platform to exchange ideas and engage in 
discussions between animal and plant scientists. Genome sequencing, functional genomics and 
elucidation of cellular and molecular mechanisms of host-pathogen interactions are powerful tools to 
better understand the ecology and evolution of the Mollicutes, and are, therefore, key to develop 
methods to preclude plant and animal diseases. As a student, I highly appreciated the educating and 
entertaining talks from the keynote speakers Helio Sader, Dennis Kasper and Takema Fukatsu. They not 
only demonstrated high-profile science but were inspirational and highlighted the yet unanswered 
questions and niches for future research in the fields of gut microbiology, development of antimicrobial 
treatments and plant-insect-microbe interactions.  
For students, the IOM congress was an outstanding occasion to present their own research to a wider 
scientific community in the form of posters and talks, and receive feedback from more senior scientists in 
the field. Students had the opportunity to meet and network in a more informal atmosphere after 
scientific sessions. The conference stimulated generation of novel ideas and allowed to establish new 
research links with scientists from other countries. 
I thank the Local and Scientific Organization Committee for the scientific and cultural experience in this 
IOM meeting and I am looking forward to the next IOM congress in Brisbane, Australia. 
 
Zigmunds Orlovskis 
PhD student  
John Innes Centre, UK 
 
 

 
Zigmunds’ photos   
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21
st 

IOM CONGRESS 
 

 
 
The 21st IOM Congress will be held in Brisbane, Queensland, Australia from 3rd till the 8th July, 
2016.  
 
This will be winter in Australia and whilst the nights will be cold, this year we had beautiful clear, 
crisp, sunny days. These images, taken on the 7th July, show Southbank, a family friendly venue, 
just across the river (via a pedestrian bridge) from QUT, the Congress venue (Lower LHS 
image).  
 
The Local Organising Committee is currently preparing the website. We have chosen a new 
format that is currently under development and we will send everyone an announcement when 
the site comes online.  The three most important links will be the congress website, the direct 
email contact should you have any enquiries and the ‘Relax’ website so you can plan your stay 
in Brisbane and Australia.   
 
Congress Website: http://www.iom2016.com/    
Contact: iom2016@qut.edu.au  
Relax: www.visitbrisbane.com.au 
 
We have a hard act to follow, thank you Caio for the wonderful conference in Brazil and also for 
the colour coordinated hats.  We will be delighted to welcome you all to Brisbane.  
 
 
Christine Knox 
Chair of Local Organising Committee 

 
22

ND 
CONGRESS 2018 

 
The IOM board accepted a proposal from Meghan May to organize the 2018 IOM Congress, in 
the absence of any other expressions of interest.  More details will emerge in the near future.  
However, the 22nd Congress is likely to be held in New Hampshire, USA between the dates 
July 9-14, 2018. 

 

If you would like to participate in the local organizing committee or would like more 
information about hosting future Congresses please contact Brad Spiller to direct your 
enquiries appropriately.  

http://www.iom2016.com/
mailto:iom2016@qut.edu.au
file:///C:/Users/knox/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/W1XCODUA/www.visitbrisbane.com.au
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SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIPS 
The IOM introduced sustaining memberships for companies to support the IOM. If 

you know of other companies who would be interested in supporting the IOM by 
becoming sustaining members, please let the treasurer know. It is a good way for 
them to raise their profiles on the IOM website and at the biannual congresses. We 
thank the following companies for their support: 

 

         
 

   

 

FORTHCOMING CONFERENCES - 

 
European Mycoplasma Conference Pendik Veterinary Control Institute, Turkey June 3

rd
 to 5

th
 2015 

Contacts: Robin.Nicholas@ahvla.gsi.gov.uk; Roger.Ayling@ahvla.gsi.gov.uk;  and Umit Ozdemir 
(uozdemir@outlook.com). 

This is an early alert to let you know we are planning a mycoplasma meeting at the Pendik 

Veterinary Control Institute, within easy reach of Istanbul, between 3rd and 5th June 2015. 
The institute is well situated overlooking the Bosphorus and served by two airports, one of 

which is close by and to which EasyJet and other cheaper airlines fly. There is some 
accommodation in the institute and there are hotels within walking distance.  

We are in the early stages of planning but the meeting will cover both human and animal 

mycoplasmas and will be similar in style to those great meetings held in Gran Canaria, 
Weybridge and Dubrovnik over the last few years. 

So please save the days and let us know whether you are likely to attend so we can get an 

idea of numbers. We will send out a more information shortly. 

 
25

th
 ECCMID (European Congress of Clinical Microbiology and Infectious Diseases). Copenhagen, 

Denmark, 25
th

 to 28
th

 April 2015. 
 
The ECCMID study group on Mycoplasma Infections (ESGMI) will be giving a 2-hour educational 

workshop entitled “Mycoplasma pneumoniae: epidemiology, diagnosis and treatment” with talks 

given by Ran Nir-Paz, Vicki Chalker, Margareta Ieven, and Cécile Bébéar. Contact Cécile Bébéar for 
further information. 

 
 

ASM 2013, 115
th 

General Meeting, May 30
th
 to June 2

nd
 
 
2015, in New Orleans, Louisiana, USA. 

The platform will feature two Division G (Mycoplasmology)-supported symposia: "Polymicrobial 
Communities During Infections" and "Population Forecasting", featuring IOM members as 
speakers.  There is a mycoplasmology poster session, a division meeting/social featuring student and 
post doc presentations by mycoplasmology trainees, and a division dinner at a local restaurant.  Travel 
support is available for students on a competitive basis.  Important dates to consider are as follows: 
 

ASM Premium Member Registration Opens: Nov. 13, 2014 

Registration Opens to All and Abstract submission opens: Nov. 20, 2014 

Abstract Submission Closes: Jan. 27 

Travel Grant Deadline: Jan. 27 

 Please see: http://gm.asm.org/ for more details! 
  

mailto:Robin.Nicholas@ahvla.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:Roger.Ayling@ahvla.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:uozdemir@outlook.com
http://gm.asm.org/
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REPORTS FROM IOM ASSOCIATED CONFERENCES - 
 
The 6th Meeting of the Asian Organization for Mycoplasmology (AOM) and the 7th Meeting of the 
Chinese Society for Mycoplasmology (CSM) on August 22-25, 2014 was successfully held in 
Zhangjiajie, Hunan province, China.  
This meeting was co-sponsored by the Asian Organization for Mycoplasmology and Committee of 
Microbiology & Immunology of Chinese Medical Association, and co-organized by the University of 
South China and Capital Institute of Pediatrics of China. 
In the opening ceremony, the Chair of AOM-Chung-Nan Weng (Animal Technology Institute of Taiwan), 
the president of Capital Institute of Pediatrics-Yi Luo and the vice president of University of South China-
Yimou Wu showed their great welcome to all the attendees and made a wonderful speech about the 
recent glorious course of AOM development. Professor In-Jen Pan (Nihon University of Japan), Professor 
Kinichi Izumikama (Izumikawa Hospital of Japan) and Professor Jiwen Zhao (Southeast University of 
China) were honored with Lifetime Achievement Award for their great contribution in Asia Mycoplasmology 
development. 
A total of 130 researchers from Universities and Research institutions of mainland China and Taiwan, 
Japan, the United States and India attended this conference. Thirty-three attendees gave oral 
presentations. The content of this conference covered a wide variety of Mycoplasmas affecting humans, 
animals, plants, and insects, including: M.pneumoniae, Ureaplasma, M.genitalium, M.hyopneumoniae, 
M.ovipneumoniae, M.hyorhinis, Spiroplasma and Candidatus phytoplasma asterias etc. The topics of 
presentations included the pathogenesis and molecular epidemiology of M.pneumoniae, Ureaplasma 
pathogenicity and bacteria-host interactions, vaccine research of M.hyopneumoniae, draft genome 
sequence of Candidatus phytoplasma asterias, development of Bovine Mastitis Mycoplasma diagnostic kit, 
and the non-coding RNA of Spiroplasma eriocheiris. This conference offered a platform for scholars and 
experts from Asia to communicate with each other and also provided an opportunity for like-minded 
researchers to look for future cooperation. The latest news will be uploaded in the AOM website 
(www.aom-asia.com). 
This meeting was also supported by The International Organization for Mycoplasmology (IOM). 
Professor Li Xiao (University of Alabama at Birmingham, USA) and Professor Xiaotian Zheng (Ann & 
Robert H. Lurie Children’s Hospital of Chicago, Northwestern University) were invited to the conference 
and their wonderful talks were well received. 
At the closing ceremony, Professor Chung-Nan Weng passed the AOM seal to the next Chair of AOM-
Shigeru Kamiya who was also the president of the Japanese Society for Mycoplasmology, he affirmed 
the success of this conference and announced the 7th AOM conference will be held in Japan or South 
Korea in 2017. 
 
Secretary-General of the conference 
Hongmei Sun  E-mail: s.hongmei@263.net 
 
 
 

http://www.aom-asia.com/
mailto:s.hongmei@263.net
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THE IOM BOARD 2012 – 2014 MEETING MINUTES 

 
 
 
 
 

2012-2014 IOM BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
20th IOM CONGRESS  

Sunday June 1st 2014, 15.30 in the Noble Room, Carlos Gomes Theater 
 

Present: Daniel Brown, Roger Ayling, Glenn Browning, Caio Cordova, Steve Djordjevic, Gail 

Gasparich, Christine Knox, Meghan May, Pascal Sirand-Pugnet, Brad Spiller, 

 

Apologies from: Joachim Frey, Shigetou Namba, Anja Persson, Chris Minion, Ken Waites, Mick 

Calcutt, Laura Regassa. 

 

1. Opening, welcome and introduction (Daniel Brown) 
 

Reported on activities, which included the following issues: 
Voting on selection of future conferences. He clarified that if a member of board is involved with a 
proposal for a future IOM congress, they do have right to vote on the proposal, although this is a 
decision for the individual to make. Previously an IOM board member did not vote when they were 
associated with the congress bid. He suggested that in future whenever a member of a board has a 
personal interest then the person should refuse to vote, but they cannot be forced not to vote, as their 
vote is entirely legitimate. Item going forward to new IOM board, possible constitution revision in this 
respect. 
He also commented, that independent of that, including the IOM Congress in Toulouse, International 
members are not always well served by the IOM Congress location, with particularly reference to the 
USA membership. He had therefore tasked a committee led by Mick Calcutt to investigate this issue 
and to make recommendations, possibly with a view to rotate where future congresses are held, the 
committee has not reported yet. 
The IOM has been very lucky to have members volunteer to host IOM Congresses. He went on to say 
that the IOM does not have to have a bid based selection for congresses, but this would need to be 
declared to the membership, as this approach would make the IOM financially liable. 
This was a possible approach in future, but it would still need a local organizing committee. As yet we 
have no bids for the IOM Congress in 2018. It may be possible to get a consortium together, but it 
needn’t be held in the town of the local organiser. Passed to new IOM Board. 

 
2. Officer and Committee reports  

  Roger Ayling (Secretary-General). See attached report.  
 

 Thanked by Daniel, excellent successor with Brad, Roger commented that Dan has been an 
active chair and it has been good working with him. See attached report. 

 

 Gail Gasparich (Treasurer). See attached report. 
 

INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATION 

FOR MYCOPLASMOLOGY 

Chair, DR. DANIEL BROWN (USA) 
Chair-Elect, DR. STEVEN DJORDJEVIC (Australia)   
Past Chair, DR. JOACHIM FREY (Switzerland) 
Secretary-General, DR. ROGER AYLING (UK) 
Treasurer, DR. GAIL GASPARICH (USA) 
Membership-Secretary, DR. ANJA PERSSON (Sweden) 
Information Officer, DR. CHRIS MINION (USA) 
IRPCM Chair, DR. GLENN BROWNING (Australia) 
At-Large Members, DR. MICHAEL CALCUTT (USA), DR. CAIO CORDOVA (Brazil), DR. CHRISTINE KNOX 
(Australia), DR. LAURA REGASSA (USA), DR. BRAD SPILLER (UK) 
 

http://iom-online.org 
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Membership dues are the IOM’s main source of income, so we need to chase membership. Daniel 
acknowledged how Mitchel and Gail had managed the transition of funds between the past and new 
treasurer and that the IOM Board had agreed constitutional changes so that in future there would be 
no need to audit each time treasurers changed.  
Daniel also gave an update on the membership process. He also said that the sustaining 
memberships had not been followed up until recently, BioLabs, Mycoplasma Experience, had 
renewed, however Myco safe had not renewed yet, and AHVLA had declined to continue sustaining 
membership, but should be approached regularly. No response from Lonza (MycoElert product). The 
website should be kept updated so that only current sustaining memberships are on the website and 
included in the congress programme – The New IOM Board Chair to monitor. 
 

Anja Persson (Membership Secretary) – See attached report 
 
Chris Minion (Information Officer) – See attached report. 
Chris has been dependent on his son to maintain the IOM website, so the website has not been fully 
updated, and Chris has announced that he will conclude his position as information officer, but will 
help with the transition. Daniel lobbied to hand the IOM website to a professional service. Currently we 
need a guidebook for the website, however, in future it could be a fresh and new website. Interim fix 
was facebook page, which may reach a different audience. This was passed to the new IOM Board. 
Recommendation to look at professional hosting, rather than maintain information officer role. 
Important that membership and abstract submission is considered. Any new website would probably 
start with existing content, and then update. This may be a role for Secretary General to update 
information on website. 
 

Glenn Browning (IRPCM) – see attached report 
The IRPCM teams will focus more on collaboration rather than report on publications. A few gaps have 
been filled and some succession has been difficult to manage, especially the cell culture 
contamination team. Glenn has done 4 years as chair of the IRPCM but he is prepared to carry on for 
2 years as Cecile (previous chair elect) has taken other positions. Some names had been suggested 
to take on this role and those people will be approached. The IRPCM also need at large members. 
Daniel recommended that the IOM Board accept Glenn as chair of IRPCM. The relationship between 
the IRPCM and IOM is to be discussed by the new IOM Board. 
  
Daniel Brown (Taxonomy) 

The Mollicutes Collection (Daniel Brown). Report attached 
 
Culture collection rescued and ready to move forward. Funding of the collection is to be discussed with 
the new IOM Board. 
 

Lynn Duffy / Ken Waites (Archivist Report). Report attached 
 
 

Shigetou Namba (Awards Committee). Report attached 
 

Meghan May (Student Travel Awards Report) 
28 travel awards made, 24 were funded by the IOM and 4 funded by NIH (which can only be given to 
US citizens). Amounts awarded varied by geography of the applicants and the distance/cost of travel. 
The NIH didn’t grant the money until April and the amount was not known, unfortunately there were 
not many US applicants so we are in the position where some money may have to be returned to the 
NIH. Other funding sources will be needed in future. 
It was suggested that the Louis Dienes and Derrick Edward awardees should be on the next travel 
awards committee. A social event for students and post docs will take place on Wednesday evening. 
Daniel said it was remarkable how the IOM have always supported travel awardees. 
 

Pascal Sirand-Pugnet (20
th

 IOM Congress Scientific Program Overview). See attached report 
 
Some new committee members. Keynote speakers, 2 speakers cancelled, replacements found. He 
thanked the scientific committee members, Chris Minion, Caio Cordova and the past Scientific 
programme committee chairs for support and advice. 

 
3. IOM Website  
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 For the new IOM Board. 
 

4. Report on 20
th

 Congress by Local Organizing Committee (Caio Cordova).  

 
 Low numbers of registration 138, the amount put into the contingency reserve saved the meeting from 

financial loss. No money was obtained from private sponsorship. Caio suggested that Gates may fund 
student travel awards for the next meeting. He was also not aware that the tickets for the key note 
speakers had to be business class. Apparently invitation letters stated business class. 

 31 delegates from Brazil, not many others from South America 
 His report contains an interesting map of hits for the IOM congress website.  
 He thanked Pascal. Daniel commented that he had heard that delegates had found it more of a barrier 

to get a VISA than anticipated. Recommended that the Australia congress get VISA information out as 
soon as possible. Some USA delegates were not allowed to travel due to a recent directive made by 
the US government.   

 
5. Nominations for New Honorary IOM members 
  None 

6. Update on  21st  IOM 2016 meeting in Brisbane, Australia (Christine Knox) 

 3-7 July 2016,  
 New science and engineering precinct. 
 QUT is helping with organizing the congress. 
 The Welcome Reception will be in the 360° Room. 
 Level 3 food court, gym and pool available for delegates. 
 Level 5 main venue for congress. 
 Main lecture theatre for congress Kindler theatre for 220, other theaters are available for larger 

numbers.  
 The Cube, is an interactive underwater area with screens. The reverse side of The Cube can take  

single posters with electronic display. The meeting will be mid semester so students may also see the 
posters and it will be an opportunity to showcase the IOM work. Computers will be available for 
delegates. 

 Kindler Theatre for 220 people, can show 3 images at one time. Equivalent theatre is also available on 
the floor above.  

 Open terrace for lunches/meals, possible area for less formal student presentation session.  
 Fees are reduced from initial proposed fees as the congress location has moved from the commercial 

site to this new Queensland University of Technology (QUT) site. 
 Suggested congress fees are: IOM member $750, EUR 608, 788US$ 
 The local organisers will also advertise to other institutes for day delegates, it is therefore important to 

theme the sessions to help advertise, therefore need good liaison with the Scientific committee is 
essential. 

 The budget is based on 275 delegates, includes 13 day registrations. An estimated profit will be made 
from the congress so that $19,996 should go to the IOM. 

 Congress includes: welcome reception, congress dinner, abstract book. 
 Board dinner – at a Queensland seafood restaurant. 
 Budgeted $16,000 for travel and accommodation for the keynote speakers. Brisbane marketing 

supported $12,950. 
 Requires details of major companies to send large advertising material. 
 Site inspections funded. 
 Other sponsors, QUT, director of health and biomedical innovation. This will be a high profile meeting 

for the congress centre as this is the first International Congress booked in these new facilities. 
 It was suggested that some sessions could be “Named” which may attract funding from commercial 

sponsors.  
 Post Congress tours may include: Australian Zoo, Tangalooma Island, dolphin feeding.  
 
 Presentation options to consider:  
 Oral, poster, Electronic poster, Using The Cube, computers on wheels, short poster presentation and 

questions, 3-4 minutes. Interactive and fun. 
 Skype presentation would be possible. 
 Possible student breakfast session, possibility of funding by Becton Dickinson. 
 Dame Quentin Bryce, previous governor general of Australia could present and be an inspiration to 

students.  
 New superlab at QUT which can take 120 people for wet lab or bioinformatics. May also be useful for 
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QUT students that would benefit from sessions – pre-congress lab workshop. 
 Whatif.com.au may be useful for booking accommodation as an alternative to congress venues. The 

Oaks apartments are good. 
 
7. Procedure for voting on IOM Congress proposals / site selection process - To new IOM Board 
 
8. IOM Awards – Future EKN/Joe Tully etc.   
 
 Subcommittee was established, after Joe Tully died, on how he should be remembered. This was 

chaired by Dave Williamson, with members - Joel Baseman, Shmuel Razin, David Taylor-Robinson. 
They suggested adding another lecture and combine with Emmy Kleineberger award, however the 
number of lecture awards is restricting the scientific organization of the congresses, so alternative 
suggestions should be sought.  A Joe Tully student award was suggested by Christine Knox. The 
board members were not keen to follow this up, so to refer to new IOM Board, possibility to make it a 
recurring travel award. New IOM Board to discuss options and the possibility of having an all-
embracing IOM founders award. 

 
9. Proposals for 22

nd
  IOM Congress 2018 

  None- to New IOM Board 
 
10. Travel Awards – Funding and distribution. 
 To New IOM Board 
 
11. Membership – process and active recruitment of members. 
 Membership is low and the new Membership secretary should investigate ways of pro-actively 

recruiting   members. 
 
12. Membership payment from countries not recognized by USA (Afghanistan, Belarus, Burma, China, 

Cote d'Ivoire, Cuba, Cyprus, Congo, Eritrea, Fiji, Republic of Guinea, Haiti, Iran, Iraq, Kyrgyzstan, 
Lebanon, Liberia, Libya, North Korea, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Syria, Venezuela, Vietnam and 
Zimbabwe.)  
 

 Local Organizing committee supports, awards and membership, therefore supported by other 
countries than the USA. 

 
13. Culture Collection operations 
            To New IOM Board 
 
14.  Other Items of Business  
  Thanks were again made to Roger.  
 
15. Adjournment: The Meeting closed at 17.20. 

 
 
 
These minutes have been circulated and approved by the majority of the IOM Board Members. 
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Secretary-General Report, Roger Ayling 
 

To the IOM Board, 
 

I would like to thank the IOM Board and the IOM members for their incredible support and 
friendship during the past six years while I have been honoured to have the position of 
Secretary-General for the IOM. I am confident my successor, Brad Spiller will take on this role 
with enthusiasm and vigour, ready to face the challenges facing the IOM as the world continues 
to face economic restraints. 

 

The past two years have seen four IOM Newsletters circulated to members, several e 
mails have been sent to members, and some enquiries have been responded too. A few IOM 
Board votes have taken place, which includes selection of the 2016 Congress; financial support 
to help with Visa’s for delegates for the IOM Congress in Brazil; and revisions in the IOM 
Constitution, Finances, Article 6.  

 

One of the hardest things to do, is hearing about some of our members who have died, 
and then encouraging others to write something about them. I really appreciate how difficult 
these are to write and I am extremely grateful to those who have put on record the scientific 
contributions that those people have made to Mycoplasmology. In contrast the best part of the 
IOM secretary-general role is informing the IOM award recipients, their responses clearly 
demonstrating how happy and worthy the selected recipients are. 

 

I have enjoyed working with Dan Brown, the IOM Chair during the last biennium, who has 
been very active for the IOM and has tackled many issues, including the culture collection, which 
is a great resource for everyone. I am confident the new IOM Board will work hard for the 
membership and tackle the many challenges facing this specialist scientific community.  
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
Roger Ayling,   1st June 2014.   
 
 

Archivist Report – Lynn Duffy 
 

IOM Archives Report for 2012-2014 

 

The 15 boxes of mycoplasma papers from the collection of Peter Whittlestone that were provided 
to the IOM archives by Helena and David Windsor at Mycoplasma Experience are currently 
being organized by animal/plant grouping and by mycoplasma genus and species. This has 
proven to be quite and undertaking. Once organized, they will be housed in the University of 
Alabama at Birmingham Medical Library Archives. This collection contains many mycoplasma 
papers published between 1940 and 1966. Papers after 1966 are available on PubMed.  

 

It is a recommendation that these earlier papers from Peter Whittlestone should be scanned and 
placed on the IOM website for use by IOM members. Financial assistance would be required 
from the IOM to provide this service if deemed worthy. Please advise me if the IOM Board wants 
to fund this activity. We can identify a student who can scan these documents for the website 
and I can provide a rough estimate of the cost if the Board wants to proceed. 

 

The family of Joe Tully provided a box or papers and other documents to be deposited in the 
IOM archives. Many of Joe’s papers were brought to the archives by him personally at the time 
he retired, so this is a fairly small amount of material. These latest materials were mostly things 
that he had accumulated during his retirement. These documents are currently being organized 
for placement in the IOM archives. A complete list of the contents will be provided once 
everything has been reviewed and organized. 
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IRPCM Report – Glenn Browning: 
 

 International Research Programme 

ON 

COMPARATIVE MYCOPLASMOLOGY 
OF THE 

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION 
FOR MYCOPLASMOLOGY 

 

 

Report to IOM Board – June 2014-05-29 
 

At the last IOM Congress Steven Geary and Roger Ayling were appointed as advisory members and new team 

leaders for the Chemotherapy (Inna Lysnyansky), Spiroplasmas/Mesoplasmas/Phytoplasmas/Entomoplasmas 

(Assunta Bertaccini), Molecular Genetics and Cell Biology (Meghan May), Ruminant Mycoplasmas (Ruben Rosales) 

and Porcine Mycoplasmas (Dominiek Maes) teams were appointed after the congress. 

 

It was agreed to include the haemoplasmas in the New and Emerging Species Team and there was discussion about 

combining the Pigs and Ruminants Teams, but in the end it was resolved that these teams should remain separate for 

now. 

 

Discussion continued about the report structure, which was changed to shift away from comprehensive reviews after 

the previous meeting in Italy. The decision was made that reports should include important issues for the team and 

describe collorative activity over the previous biennium and the membership of the team, but should not be overly 

onerous for team leaders to assemble. There will be further discussion at the IRPCM Board Meeting at this congress 

about report structures. 

 

It was agreed that IRPCM funds may be used for seeding team activity and to increase membership. 

 

The Board also agreed that Team Leaders must be IOM members. 

 
Some teams continue to correspond frequently and appear to be performing a useful function, while 
others are struggling. At present it is proving difficult to find a new team leader for the Mollicute 
Contamination in Cell Cultures and Bioproducts team and in the absence of a new leader to replace 
Helena Windsor, we may need to eliminate this team or combine it with another. 
 
Ran Nir-Paz has recently agreed to step in to head the Clinical and Diagnostic Aspects of Human 
Mycoplasmas team. 
 
A new Vice-Chair will be needed for this biennium to replace Cecile Bebear, and at least one new 
advisory member will be needed to replace Ken Waites 
 
Some consideration needs to be given to the position of the Mycoplasma culture collection, which has 
sat under the IRPCM in the past. 
 
Glenn Browning, Chair 
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Treasurer Report- Gail Gasparich 
 

International Organization for Mycoplasmology 
Treasurer’s Report 

1/1/2013-12/31/2013 
 
Throughout this year the paperwork was completed to transition from Mitch Balish to Gail Gasparich as 
IOM Treasurer.  That transition has been completed. 
 
Cash Balance at the Beginning of the Period:  $15,100.00  

Initial $15,000 transfer from Mitch Balish and $100 person deposit to open bank account. 
 
Income Received During the Period Covered:  $3,909.60 

All Membership dues primarily through PayPal, but some direct checks and a few wire transfers. 
 
Expenses Paid During the Period Covered:  $16,440.62 
 This does not include $104.50 which is taken directly by PayPal for transactions. 

 
This includes IOM Meeting investment ($10,000), IUMS membership dues ($100), payments for 
website development ($1,526.57), IOM Condolence ($144.84), Transfer to Savings account to 
avoid service charges ($5.00), Wire transfer fees ($74.50), and Fedex charges ($4,589.71; 
$4,566.38 of this amount was to transport the Tully Culture Collection to the University of 
Florida) 

  
Cash Balance at the End of the Period Covered:  $2568.98 
 
Financial Issues for 2014-2015:    

There will be costs associated with the IOM meeting in Brazil, including travel awards and VISA 
costs for Brazil meeting for students and retired members ($100/person to be deducted from 
meeting registration fee).  Additionally, Mitch Balish just sent final payment from closing out his 
Treasurer’s account in the amount of $6,648.81 which will show up in the next report but has 
been deposited into account meaning a cash balance slightly over $9,000. 

  
Additional Investment Account Updates:  Total $116,056.38 
 Vanguard Admiral Treasury Money Market Fund $5,267.33 
 
 Vanguard Short-Term Federal Fund Admiral Shares  $80,355.71 
 
 Vanguard Short-Term Treasury Fund Investor Shares $30,433.34 
 

January 1, 2013 beginning Balance was $116,284.56 so annual change was a decrease of $228.18. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted by Gail E. Gasparich, Ph.D., IOM Treasurer 

  1/7/2014 
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International Organization for Mycoplasmology 
Treasurer’s Report 

1/1/2014-3/31/2014 
 
Cash Balance at the Beginning of the Period:  $2,573.98-$2,568.98 (Checking Account) + $5.00 (Savings 
Account)  
 
Income Received During the Period Covered:  $10,400.31 

Includes $6,648.81 final transfer from Mitch Balish to close out his IOM account and the rest is all 
membership dues paid through PayPal. 

 
Expenses Paid During the Period Covered:  $1,030.00 
 This does not include fees taken directly by PayPal for transactions. 

 
This includes $1000 to Dr. Yang Liu who never cashed travel award check from 2012 and $30 to 
reimburse Dr. Yang Liu for student membership payment as he is a post doc and submitted the 
wrong payment option. 

  
Cash Balance at the End of the Period Covered:  $11,939.29 
 
Financial Issues for 2014-2015:    

There will be costs associated with the IOM meeting in Brazil, including travel awards and VISA 
costs for Brazil meeting for students and retired members ($100/person to be deducted from 
meeting registration fee).   

  
Additional Investment Account Updates:  Total $116,391.53 
 Vanguard Admiral Treasury Money Market Fund $5,267.45 
 
 Vanguard Short-Term Federal Fund Admiral Shares  $80,648.43 
 
 Vanguard Short-Term Treasury Fund Investor Shares $30,475.65 
 

January 1, 2014 Balance was $116,056.38 so quarterly change was an increase of $335.15. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted by Gail E. Gasparich, Ph.D., IOM Treasurer 

  4/1/2014 
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International Organization for Mycoplasmology 
Treasurer’s Report 

4/1/2014-6/30/2014 
 
Cash Balance at the Beginning of the Period:  $11,944.29-$11,939.29 (Checking Account) + $5.00 
(Savings Account)  
 
Income Received During the Period Covered:  $15,750 

Includes $5,750 membership dues paid through PayPal, in cash at 2014 meeting or through wire 
transfer and $10,000 transferred from the Vanguard Short-Term Federal Fund Admiral Shares to 
cover the costs of the IOM 2014 meeting. 

 
Expenses Paid During the Period Covered:  $13,449.13 

This includes a payment of $119.40 to cover DreamHost which is the webserver for the IOM 
(through Chris Minion), $179.73 for several FEDEX shipments from the Mycoplasma Culture 
Collection, $4,100 wire transfer to Qualidade Events Especials to cover final deposit for 2014 IOM 
Meeting, and $9,050 for IOM AWARDS and travel grants.  This does not include fees taken 
directly by PayPal for transactions. 
 

Cash Balance at the End of the Period Covered:  $14,240.16 
 
Financial Issues for 2014-2015:    

There are still $8,450 in checks written for Awards and travel grants that have not been cashed 
(Ing Ming Lee is checking with the USDA to determine if he is allowed to accept the cash award).  
Additionally, a check to cover $6000 in travel grants from the NIH grant to the University of 
Florida will be included in the Q3 report.   
Sponsors:  Sent reminders to Minerva-Biolabs, Mycoplasma Experience and Bioproperties but no 
payments yet—may want to consider removing from website at some point if not payment. 

 
Additional Investment Account Updates:  Total $106,832.63 
 Vanguard Admiral Treasury Money Market Fund $5,267.57 
 
 Vanguard Short-Term Federal Fund Admiral Shares  $70,996.43 
 
 Vanguard Short-Term Treasury Fund Investor Shares $30,568.63 
 

April 1, 2014 Balance was $116,391.53 so quarterly change was a decrease of $9,558.90 ($10,000 
was transferred to the M&T account to cover expenses for the 2014 IOM Meeting) 

 
Information on current membership:  My database shows 181 current members paid through 2014 or 
beyond. 
 
Respectfully Submitted by Gail E. Gasparich, Ph.D., IOM Treasurer 

  7/3/2014 
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Membership Secretary Report- Anja Persson 
The membership status of 2014-05-31 is as follows: 
 
113 members valid through 2014  
45 members valid through 2016 
12 members valid through 2018 
16 members valid through 2050, i.e. honorary members 
23 persons without dates in the database. Among these are new members whose payment is not yet 
confirmed, and one duplicate. 
115 memberships expired in 2012 
 
Total: 186 members in good standing of whom 170 are paying members.  
 
The new database 
The new database has efficiently improved the quality of the membership data and essentially eliminated 
the workload of the membership secretary in the past biennium. Minor adjustments of the downloadable 
data could be still be useful, as I looked for statistics in the membership database for this report, I found 
it is currently not possible to view who has a student, regular, retired or sustaining membership without 
entering the edit function of each member. I will ask the web master to add a column in the excel spread 
sheet (the membership list) that can be downloaded by persons with admin rights.  
 
Sustaining members 
Minerva biolabs is a sustaining member until 2014. Mycosafe as a sustaining member has not renewed 
since 2008. Mycoplasma experience, AHVLA and Bioproperties cannot be identified as objects in the 
database. I suggest to send a request to the contact persons of previous sustaining members, if they 
prefer to renew their memberships or remove their logotypes from the IOM website. 
 
Recent members 
I also suggest to send a reminder to members of 2012 to ask if they would like to renew their 
memberships. 
 
Anja Persson 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Taxonomy Report- Daniel Brown 
 

It's been a quiet period for the ICSP subcommittee on taxonomy of mollicutes. Minutes of our meeting in 
Toulouse were published in IJSEM. For various reasons the ICSP executive board and judicial committee 

have not convened since their meeting during the IUMS conference in Turkey a number of years ago, but 
they plan to meet this summer in Canada at the IUMS conference. I will not attend because I will rotate 

off the executive board as an at-large member at that point, but I may be elected to a different office 

such as secretary for subcommittees. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Daniel R. Brown 
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Current Status of The Mollicutes Collection of Cultures and Antisera- Daniel Brown 
 

The Mollicutes Collection of Cultures and Antisera 

World Federation of Culture Collections (WFCC) acronym: TMC 

World Data Centre for Microorganisms (WDCM) Collection Number: 858 

 

The purpose of this collection is to conserve lyophilized cultures of organisms referrable to the Class 

Mollicutes, redistribute these upon request on a non-profit basis, replenish selected strains as necessary, 

and serve as a repository for new specimens of mollicutes and specific antisera against them that may be 

contributed opportunistically by independent investigators. The collection encompasses all Biosafety Level 

2 organisms referrable to the Class, with the exception that U.S. Select Agent organisms have been, and 

will be, specifically excluded from the collection. 

 

This assemblage of type and non-type strains of Mycoplasma spp. and closely related organisms originated 

at the U.S. National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases under the direction of Joseph G. Tully 

around 1980. The collection was transferred initially to the University of Florida (UF) in 1999, and later 

moved to Purdue University. A second large collection limited to plant and insect isolates that originated at 

the U.S. Department of Agriculture under the direction of Robert F. Whitcomb was subsequently added to 

it. A third component of the assemblage is unconjugated and FITC-conjugated antisera against many of the 

organisms. 

 

The curators eventually relinquished all authority and vested control of the collection to the IOM. In 2012 

the Board of Directors of the IOM elected to have the collection returned to UF. Relocation took several 

months longer than expected in order to negotiate compliance with April, 2013, changes to the U.S. 

Federal Select Agent Program regulations pertaining to “Mycoplasma mycoides subsp. mycoides small 

colony”  and “Mycoplasma capricolum subsp. capripneumoniae”. While the collection was not known or 

suspected to include any Select Agent, it took some time to work with the institutions involved to reach 

mutual agreement on how to verify that each specimen of other subspecies of Mycoplasma mycoides and 

Mycoplasma capricolum in the collection was excluded from the Select Agent category. 

 

The material returned to UF on 19 November 2013. Initial efforts focused on organizing the Tully 

collection. About 4,000 vials of lyophilized culture material were precisely counted and identified to 

species, strain and passage level. About 100 vials of M. capricolum or M. mycoides were segregated from 

the main collection pending PCR-based subspecies verification; all were subsequently excluded from the 

U.S. Select Agent category. About 300 vials had strain identifiers assigned to mycoplasma genus level 

only; about 1,200 vials had strain identifiers assigned to spiroplasma genus level only; and about 80 vials 

had no genus assignment whatsoever, for a total of about 6,000 vials inventoried. 

 

The Tully collection includes specimens of at least the type strain of all species of Acholeplasma, 

Entomoplasma and Mesoplasma listed in Bergey's Manual; at least the type strain of all species of 

Mycoplasma (excluding the hemoplasmas) except M. amphoriforme, M. mucosicanis, M. sphenisci, M. 

vulturis and M. zalophi; Ureaplasma urealyticum and U. parvum but none of the other ureaplasmas; and 

32 of the 37 species of Spiroplasma listed in Bergey's Manual, plus many non-type strains of S. 

melliferum, but not S. atrichopogonis BAA-520, S. chrysopicola DF-1, S. leucomae BAA-521 or S. penaei 

CAIM1252. The vials identified to species level have been organized alphabetically, and the others 

categorically, for storage and retrieval. 

 

At the time of relocation there was very little historical information available regarding the Whitcomb 

collection, which consists of about another 6,000 vials of lyophilized culture material. Some of the 

spiroplasma specimens are labeled to genus, species and strain level, but the vast majority of the labels or 

documentation originally available provided no basis for assignment to species or even serogroup. 

 

Sorting and inventory of the lyophilized antisera received has also been completed. There are about 18,000 

vials of polyclonal antiserum. It will be inconvenient, and seems unnecessary, to preserve the very large 

quantities of antiserum included for species such as A. laidlawii, S. citri, S. mirum and certain others. It is 

proposed to discard all irregular-size (10 ml, 25 ml, 30 ml) vials, and to retain only a sample (maybe 12 to 

15 of the 2-ml and 5-ml vials) for each strain. This inventory reduction would take place after a general 
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notice to the IOM membership of what is available and a call for requests from any IOM members who 

would like to have what will otherwise be discarded after about a month's time. 

 

The World Federation of Culture Collections and the World Data Centre for Microorganisms have been 

notified of the relocation. The Global Catalogue of Microorganisms now includes a searchable inventory 

of the more than 200 species and 1500 strains in The Mollicutes Collection at http://gcm.wfcc.info/. 

 

The contributions of the following persons toward acomplishing the relocation are gratefully 

acknowledged: Mitch Balish and students (Miami University); Ana Marcia Guimarães, Joanne Messick, 

Tracy H. Vemulapalli, Ramesh Vemulapalli, Jane Kovach and Lanie S. Hazlewood (Purdue University); 

Karen D. Gillis, Sharon Judge and Dina Michaels (University of Florida); Lucía Manso-Silván and 

François Thiaucourt (Centre de Coopération Internationale en Recherche Agronomique pour le 

Développement); Frank French and Laura Regassa (Georgia Southern University); Edward Clark and 

Kevin Hackett (U.S. Department of Agriculture); Juncai Ma (World Data Centre for Microorganisms). 

 

Guidelines for future operations of the Collection will require input from the Board regarding 1) a source 

and management of financial support for expenses such as licensing, PCR testing, packaging materials, 

transportation costs, invoicing, culture expansions, etc.; 2) fees to be charged for cultures and antisera; 3) 

methods of fee payment (check, PayPal, etc.); and other matters likely to arise. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Daniel R. Brown 

5 May 2014 

 

Follow-up notes from the Secretary-General: 

In September Daniel Brown will be giving an invited platform presentation at the U.S. Culture 
Collection Network meeting in Davis, California on, "The Mollicutes Collection of Cultures and 
Antisera". Meghan May will also have a poster there describing the IRPCM's Pan-Class 
Mollicutes genome sequencing initiative.

http://gcm.wfcc.info/
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Awards Committee Report - Report of the 2014 IOM Scientific Awards Committee 
Submitted by Shigetou Namba, Chairman 

May 29, 2014 
 
1. Membership 
  The following 9 members served on the Committee for the 2012-2014 biennium. 
  Holdover members    Kevin Dybvig (USA), Shigetou Namba (Japan), Jorgen Skov Jensen 
(Denmark) – Acting Chair at the Congress, Patricia Totten (USA) 
  New members    Robert E. Davis (USA), John I. Glass (USA), Saskia Hogenhout (UK),  Kenro 
Oshima (Japan), Li Xiao (USA) 
 *One of the holdover members, Dr. Cecil Bebear (France), resigned voluntarily due to her 
nomination for the Peter Hannan Award.  
 *Three of the new members were appointed following the guideline shown by the IOM Chair, Dr. 
Daniel Brown, to include the most recent recipients of the major IOM awards. 
 *Under the unfortunate circumstances that 6 out of 9 members are unable to attend the 
congress, the following 6 ad hoc members were appointed, with the suggestion and approval of 
the IOM Chair, as the replacements for the poster awards evaluation at the congress.  
   Ad hoc members:    Assunta Bertaccini (Italy), Alain Blanchard (France), Ryo Harasawa 
(Japan), Christine Knox (Australia), Yuko Sasaki (Japan), Jorge Timenetsky (Brazil)      
 
2. Evaluation of nominees and selection of the recipients of the 2014 Emmy Klieneberger-Nobel 
(EK), Derrick Edward (DE), and Peter Hannan (PH) Awards 
   The first call for nominations was distributed electronically to the IOM membership by the IOM 
Secretary-General, Dr. Roger Ayling, on September 19, 2013, with a deadline for receipt by the 
chair of December 15, 2013.  

   Six nomination packages were received by the deadline. Those were assembled by the chair and 
distributed to the committee members on December 16, 2013, for their evaluation according to the 
published criteria for each award.  
   After deliberation, members completed ballots listing all nominees (with abstention offered for 
any members with conflicts) and returned their votes by Jan. 12, 2014, concurrently to the Chair 
and to Dr. Roger Ayling for verification.  
   The recipient of each award was decided by clear majority votes, and was reported immediately to 
the IOM Chair, Dr. Daniel Brown, and the Secretary-General on Jan. 13, 2014, for a formal invitation 
to be made. The Committee Report including a condensed biographical sketch and a summation of 
the scientific work of each recipient was prepared by the Committee Chair and sent to the Secretary-
General on Feb. 6, 2014, for the first public announcement to be made in the IOM Newsletter, which 
was uploaded in February, 2014. The recipients selected were: 
 
Emmy Klieneberger-Nobel Award – for outstanding research in mycoplasmology 
Dr. Assunta Bertaccini 
Professor in Plant Pathology, Dept. of Agricultural Sciences 
University of Bologna, 
Bologna, ITALY 
 
Selected for her prominent and sustained research contributions to the field of mycoplasmology 
throughout her highly distinguished career. Of note are her outstanding contributions in classifying 
phytoplasmas by developing a DNA barcoding system for Candidatus Phytoplasma species;  in 
taking the initiative in establishing a culture collection accessible to all plant mycoplasmologists;  
and in enhancing the awareness of plant Mycoplasmas importance in agriculture through the 
collaboration with scientists worldwide. 
 
Derrick Edward Award – for outstanding research in mycoplasmology by young investigator with less 
than15 years work experience 
Dr. Carole Lartigue 
Researcher, 
French National Institute for Agricultural Research (INRA), 



23  

Bordeaux, France 
 
Selected or her major research accomplishments in mycoplasmology and synthetic biology. This 
includes creating genomes from bacteria and genome transplantation in bacteria;  and the 
development of a puromycin selectable marker and new oriC plasmids for mycoplasmas;  as well as 
the discovery of new restriction enzyme systems in mycoplasmas. 
 
Peter Hannan Award – for outstanding research in applied clinical mycoplasmology 
Dr. Cecile Bebear 
Chair, Dept. of Bacteriology, 
The National Reference Center for Chlamydia, 
The Bordeaux Segalen University and the Bordeaux University Hospital, 
Bordeaux, France 
 
Selected for her significant research contributions to the understanding and control of human 
mycoplasma diseases. This award recognizes her major research advances in applied 
clinical mycoplasmology through her investigations of mechanisms, detection methods, and 
epidemiology of antimicrobial resistance of mollicutes in man. 
 
Robert F. Whitcomb Award – for outstanding research in plant and insect mycoplasmology 

Dr. Ing-Ming Lee 
Research Plant Pathologist,  
Agricultural Research Service (ARS), U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA),  
Beltsville, MD, U.S.A. 
 
Selected for his work resulting in major research advances in the epidemiology and classification of 
spiroplasmas and the establishment of a classification scheme for phytoplasmas based on RFLP 
analysis. 
 
3. Evaluation of nominees and selection of the recipients of the 2014 Louis Dienes and Harry 
Morton Awards 
   Contestants for these awards were self-nominated at the time of abstract submission for the 
2014 Congress. At the deadline for submission, there were 10 nominations for the Louis Dienes 
award for an outstanding poster by a postdoctoral fellow and 19 nominations for the Harry 
Morton award for an outstanding poster presentation by a graduate student.  
   The committee members were contacted and requested by the chair at the beginning of April 
to start a primary evaluation of those abstracts that were made accessible to the members online 
by the IOM Information Officer, Dr. Chris Minion. (At the same time, each member’s attendance 
to the congress was defined to ensure enough number of judges at the congress, and 6 people 
were later appointed as ad hoc members of the committee as above-mentioned.)  
   Based on the initial review of abstracts to evaluate research quality and impact, the original 
committee members submitted a top tier of abstracts to the Chair by the end of April. These were 
compiled into a “short list” ranking in the order of votes with their first tracking numbers, and re-
distributed to the members along with the confirmed names of the ad hoc members on May 2, 
2014.  
   On May 5, a final list of posters for LD and HM awards (initial tracking numbers, final abstract 
numbers, first author names and poster session assignments) was sent by the Chair of the 
Organizing Committee, Dr. Pascal Sirand-Pugnet, to the Chair of the Awards Committee, and the 
new short list with those information (and without the ranking) was distributed to the committee 
members who attend the congress as a critical roadmap for the process of judging posters at the 
Congress.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Shigetou Namba 
2014 IOM Scientific Awards Committee Chairman 
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Report of the Chair of the Scientific Programme Committee 2012-2014 
 

 
SCIENTIFIC PROGRAMME COMMITTEE  

FOR THE 20TH INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF THE IOM 
 

 
Pascal SIRAND-PUGNET (Chair)  France 
Marc MARENDA    Australia 
Maristela VASCONCELLOS CARDOSO Brazil 
Jorgen S. JENSEN     Denmark 
Sabine PEREYRE    France 
Michael KUBE     Germany 
Ran NIR-PAZ     Israel 
Yuko SASAKI     Japan 
Jorg JORES     Kenya 
Maria LLUCH SENAR    Spain 
Anja PERSSON    Sweden 
Saskia HOGENHOUT    UK 
Kevin DYBVIG     USA 
Meghan MAY     USA 
Sanjay VASHEE    USA 
Duncan KRAUSE    USA 

 
The Scientific Programme Committee (SPC), together with the local organizers, first met in 
Toulouse (France) during the 19th International Congress of the IOM. The Scientific Programme 
Committee started to work in September 2012.  
 
Keynote speakers 
Proposals for keynote lectures were made by members of the Scientific Programme Committee 
and discussed from october 2012 to november 2012. Three selected keynote speakers were 
formally invited by December 2012, 1rst. These were Nancy Moran, Marc Lipsitsch and Helio 
Sader. In addition, an invitation was sent to Howard Ochman (husband of N. Moran) to give a 
seminar. Dan Brown proposed that Howard Ochman could be offered the Congress registration. 
Marc Lipsitsch declined. Pascale Cossart was asked and she accepted giving a keynote lecture. 
Pascale Cossart finally canceled her venue on july 2013, 1st. Dennis Kasper was asked and 
accepted to give keynote lecture on august 2013, 29th. Nancy Moran and Howard Ochman 
canceled their venue on February 2014, 16th. Takema Fukatsu was asked and accepted to give 
keynote lecture on February 2014, 22nd. 
 
Abstract submission 
The website for abstract submission was opened from December 2013 to January 2014, 17th. 
Only 12 abstracts were submitted by January 8th. The deadline was further extended to the 15th 
of February. 192 abstracts were submitted on the website. Because NIH financial support for US 
students was remaining, a possibility to submit last breaking abstracts was offered from April, 
22th to May, 7th. One single supplementary abstract was submitted during this period. 
 
Selection of abstracts for oral presentations  
SPC started to work on abstracts by February 2014, 11st.  
Each abstract was reviewed by at least three members of the SPC. Abstracts were first 
evaluated for acceptance / rejection. In few cases, authors were asked for re-writing or merging 
abstracts. Two supplementary abstracts were added after deadline. Finally, 183 abstracts were 
accepted, 7 were deleted (loaded two times on the website or merged abstracts), 6 were 
rejected. From the 183 accepted abstracts, 8 were later withdrawn from the abstract book 
because authors could not attend the meeting. 
 
Based on categories, abstracts were ranked and further selected for symposium, seminars and 
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short talks. Based on the number of abstracts, and on their distribution in the different categories, 
the scientific programme committee and the local organisers agreed on three symposia, seven 
seminars and two short talk and poster sessions. It was decided to have no concurrent sessions 
during the meeting. 
Corresponding authors of abstracts selected for symposium, seminars and short talks were 
individually contacted to ensure their participation. This was also done for authors of abstracts 
selected for posters. All authors were notified by April 2014, 20th. Authors of abstracts selected 
for short talks were also asked to prepare a related poster. 
 
Selection of abstracts for poster presentations  
Abstracts that were not selected for oral presentations were divided in two poster sessions linked 
with short talk sessions entitled “Mollicute diseases worldwide” and “Molecular approaches for 
understanding and controlling mollicutes”.  
 
The program includes a total of 178 presentations (oral or poster) 
3  keynote lectures 
2 award lectures (EKN and PH) 
2 awards (DE and RFW) appear as a citation, as the awardees were unable to attend. 
44  oral presentations (symposium, seminars, short talks). 
129  posters  
 
Conveners were asked by May 2014, 6th. 
The complete programme was sent to the local organisers on May 2014 9th.  
 
Deadline for registration  
Deadline for registration was May 2014, 16th. 
 
Correspondence sent by the Chair of the Scientific Programme Committee includes 

 Formal invitation letters to the keynote speakers (by email) 

 Formal letter of abstract acceptance upon request (by email, organised by Local 
Committee) 

 Regular email correspondence with Chris Minion (Information Officer), members of SPC, 
and the local organisers 

 Sending acceptance email and information to corresponding authors of submitted 
abstracts 

 Sending instructions to authors for oral and/or poster presentations  

 Sending instructions to poster award candidates  

 Contacting authors for particular requests or information 

 Responses by email to particular requests related to the Scientific Programme 
 

Expenses 
 None 
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2014-2016 IOM BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
20th IOM CONGRESS  

Wednesday June 4st 2014, 18:00 in the Noble Room, Carlos Gomes Theater 
 

Present: Daniel Brown, Glenn Browning, Caio Cordova, Steve Djordjevic, Gail Gasparich, Christine Knox, 

Meghan May, Brad Spiller, Cecile Bebear, Mitchell Balish, Jorge Timenetsky 

 

Not in attendance: Ana Ramirez, Laura Regassa, Dominiek Maes 

 

1. Opening, welcome and introduction (Steve Djordjevic).  

2. Items passed on from Old Board (Daniel Brown): 

i. Culture collection: 

a. Dan Brown gave a brief summary of the current status of the Tully Mollicute collection and how it 

should proceed for future access and distribution.  Motion was raised to continue Mollicute 

collection access through World Data Center: MOTION CARRIED. 

 

b. Dan then raised the issue of cost for people to access sera and isolates currently included in the 

collection. Motion was raised to allow requests for isolates and serum to be shipped for $100 USD 

for non-IOM members and $50 for IOM members (no change to previous charges for the collection).  

MOTION CARRIED.  

ACTION: Gail Gasparich to set up paypal account and wire transfer account for payment of invoices. 

ACTION: Daniel Brown to submit format of invoice for board approval. 

 

c. The costs and labour for managing the Mollicute collection are currently met by Dan’s laboratory 

and setting up and maintaining the collection through World data center will require support from 

the IOM. Request for $5,000 from IRPCM accounts to facilitate set-up and functioning (including 

permits and packaging for shipping) of Mollicute collection under the direction of Dan Brown. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

 

d. The board raised the issue of future deposits to the collection and Dan indicated that he would 

accept new deposits as long as they did not require frozen storage and culture/characterisation in 

the current set-up.  A Vote to allow new deposition of isolates into the Mollicute collection 
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(restricted to 8-10 vials of freeze-dried lyophylised vials, collection will not grow and process unless 

pre-arranged for greater fee) for $100 USD was raised. MOTION CARRIED, unanimous vote. 

 
e. Dan raised the issue of antiserum volume in the Mollicute collection.  Reduction of the inventory 

volume of some of the specific antisera needs to be addressed.  ACTION: Dan Brown to forward e-

mail to membership to offer distribution of excess antiserum (untested and no guarantee) prior to 

destruction of excess inventory.  

ii. Board to decide, based on Robert’s Rules of Order, to amend constitution to give future guidelines for 

board members to vote on issues that they have a vested interest in: Unresolved. 

 

iii. Venue selection for Biennial Congress:  

a. Vote to accept Meghan May’s preliminary proposal to coordinate the 2018 Congress in U.S.  

MOTION CARRIED, unanimous vote (provisional to no objection sent in writing to the board within 

1 month of publication of these minutes in the newsletter, at which time the Board will convene to 

consider objection).    

b. Motion to accept that only proposals from Western Europe will be considered to host the 2020 

Congress. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

iv. Motion to chase up Sustaining Memberships and only allow advertising on website and abstract books 

for those in good standing.  New sustaining memberships to be sought. MOTION CARRIED. 

a. ACTION-Brad Spiller to contact Membership secretary (Laura Regassa, absent) to determine if 

working party required to complete this action. 

 

v. Vote to accept Mitchell Balish as lead for Information Officer, and to recruit help for transfer of the 

website to commercial vendor as he requires.  MOTION CARRIED, unanimous vote.  Board 

recommended Caio Cordova be approached as advisor. 

 

vi. Motion to amend IOM constitution to include IRPCM as standing committee within the current IOM 

constitution (i.e. to resolve IRPCM having a separate constitution). MOTION CARRIED 

a. ACTION-Glenn Browning to work with Daniel Brown to submit amendments for IOM constitution to 

board to incorporate IRPCM as a standing committee within the structure of the IOM, to be put to 

membership vote in accordance with procedure for alterations to IOM constitution. 

b. ACTION-Glen Browning appointed for extension of 2 years as chair of IRPCM boards. Christine Citti 

accepted by board as new vice-chair and Amir Noormohammadi as IRPCM board member-at-large 

 

vii. Motion that 2014 Louis Dienes Award (Zigmunds Orlovskis) and Harry Morton Award (Ruben S. Rosales) 

recipients be invited to join the Travel Awards Committee for 2016. MOTION CARRIED 

 

viii. Motion for the IOM Board Award (unawarded in 2014) to be renamed the FOUNDER’S AWARD.  

MOTION CARRIED.  Candidate for 2016 Founder’s Award identified and the award will be dedicated to 

the memory of Joe Tully.  Motion that the Founder’s award will always be dedicated to the memory of a 

founder in future years, but appropriate dedication will be determined by the IOM Board.  MOTION 

CARRIED. 

 
3. Nominations of committee: 

Scientific Awards committee members nominated: Held over from 2012:  K Oshima, R. E. Davis, S. J. 
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Geary, J. Glass, S. Hogenhout, Li Xiao. Nominated from 2014-2016: A. Bertaccini, P. Pilo, P. Kuhnert 

and Sabine Pereyre  

4. Update on IOM 2016 Brisbane Plans: Brief update, see minutes of 2012-2014 Board for greater detail. 

a. Christine Knox proposed the creation of a linked teaching/training day to teach ‘Wet Lab’ methods 

linked to the 2016 Congress using available facilities at the meeting venue.  ACTION- Christine Knox 

to submit formal proposal with budget and focus of teaching sessions to be forwarded to the board 

when complete for further consideration. 

b. Board asked to consider electronic abstract books instead of printed abstract books.  Committee felt 

that printed books were still valuable for the meeting. 

c. Christine also indicated that submitted abstracts should consider presentations in the formats of 

oral and printed poster, but also electronic poster (both projected on the CUBE walls and mobile 

computer screens “COWS”).  Decisions deferred to the Scientific Programme Committee. 

d. Christine indicated an interest in the format of Brisbane 2016 Congress to include parallel sessions 

to allow greater oral presentations. Decision deferred to the Scientific Programme Committee. 

e. Christine proposed a session directed specifically for junior researchers to promote interaction and 

exchange between students and post-docs in a less formal setting.  Decision deferred to the 

Scientific Programme Committee. 

f. Proposal to record the Awards lectures and provide them as on-line access, potentially as an 

alternative form of fund raising (fee for access?).  Decision deferred to Scientific Programme 

Committee. 

5. Chair for the Scientific Board of IOM 2016 Brisbane identified as Glenn Browning, who formally accepted 

the role.  Glenn to identify his Congress Scientific Committee shortly. 

6. Other Items of Business:  

a. Meghan May proposed the formation of a local branch group (United States Mycoplasma Consortium).   

-ACTION: Meghan May to submit formal request with signatures of 10 IOM members in good 

standing.  Request accepted in principle.  Branch to elect officers and be acknowledged by the board 

through the Secretary-General’s office. 

7. Steve Djordevic adjourned the meeting. 

 
Meeting closed at 19.20 
 
 
 
These minutes have been circulated and approved by the majority of the IOM Board Members. 
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VIDEO ARCHIVES AND 3D PRINTER SUPPORT FOR MYCOPLASMOLOGISTS, 

PROVIDED FROM JAPAN 
 
"Harmonized supramolecular motility machinery and its diversity (Motility Machinery for short)" is 
a project of MEXT, a division of Japanese government, directed by Makoto MIYATA at Osaka 
City University. 
http://bunshi5.bio.nagoya-u.ac.jp/~mycmobile/english/project/index.html  
http://bunshi5.bio.nagoya-u.ac.jp/~mycmobile/english/index.php  
 
This project provides two activities useful for mycoplasmologists:.   
 
Online video archives (currently only in Japanese): 
An invitation to submit and view videos of mycoplasma and motility can be found at: 
 
http://bunshi5.bio.nagoya-u.ac.jp/~mycmobile/english/video/ 
 
There are apps for both iPhones and Android platforms: 
 
https://itunes.apple.com/jp/app/yun-dong-chao-fen-zimashinariga/id887720049?mt=8  
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.MotilityMachinery.videogallery&hl=ja  
 
Currently the viewers are available only in Japanese, but English versions will be released soon.   
 
Biological use of personal 3D printer 
For those of you who would like to create a tactile version of Mycoplasma or complex molecules 
for use in teaching and have a 3D printer available: 
 
Trials and tips to get nice molecular and mycoplasma models are currently being updated daily 
at: 
https://www.facebook.com/motility.machinery  
 
Useful computer files to make 3D models can be downloaded.  A model of Mycoplasma mobile, 
as highlighted as a cover illustration of Journal of Bacteriology. 
http://jb.asm.org/content/196/10.cover-expansion  
 
Information provided by  
Makoto MIYATA at Osaka City University, Japan. 
miyata@sci.osaka-cu.ac.jp 
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