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MESSAGE FROM THE IOM CHAIR 
 

Hello again friends and colleagues, 
 
Since the last Newsletter was published the Board of Directors has been working on a 
number of issues important to the IOM. Most exciting for me has been the successful 
recovery of The Mollicutes Collection of Cultures and Antisera which was a priority the Board 
established during our 2012 meetings. The collection consists of three parts: 1) Joe Tully's 
original collection from the U.S. National Institutes of Health that includes almost all genera 
of mollicutes except hemoplasmas, phytoplasmas, anaeroplasmas and asteroleplasma, 2) 
unconjugated and FITC-conjugated antisera against some of the organisms, and 3) Bob 
Whitcomb's collection limited to plant and insect isolates (except phytoplasmas) from the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture. Tully's collection holds about 4,000 vials of lyophilized 
culture material now precisely counted and identified to Mycoplasma species, strain and 
passage level; about 100 vials of M. capricolum or M. mycoides that were segregated from 
the main collection pending PCR-based exclusion from the U.S. Select Agent category; 
about 300 vials with strain identifiers assigned to Mycoplasma genus level only; about 1,200 
vials with strain identifiers assigned to Spiroplasma genus level only; and about 80 vials with 
no identification whatsoever, for a total of about 6,000 now precisely inventoried vials. The 
vials identified to species level have been organized alphabetically, and the others 
categorically, for storage and retrieval at the University of Florida. We have very little 
historical information on the Whitcomb collection, which consists of about another 6,000 vials 
of lyophilized culture material. Some of the spiroplasma specimens are labeled to genus, 
species and strain level, but the overwhelming majority of the labels or documentation 
available to us provide no basis for assignment even to species. Edward Clark, a 
microbiologist from the U.S. Department of Agriculture, will help us to document some of 
these specimens. We are about two-thirds of the way through inventorying the approximately 
18,000 vials of antisera, thus there are about 30,000 items altogether in the Mollicutes 
Collection. 
 
At the request of the Board, an ad hoc committee chaired by Dave Williamson and including 
David Taylor-Robinson, Josy Bové and Joel Baseman has formulated a recommendation 
regarding the best way to commemorate the lifetime achievements in mycoplasmology of 
Joe Tully. This will be an action item for the Board during the 2014 meetings. 
 
When the present Board first convened, Article VII, Section 6 of the IOM Constitution 
stipulated that IOM finances are to be reviewed annually by an internal review board 
composed of at-large IOM Board members. Section 7 of this Article required an external 
"compilation report" of the finances at the end of each Treasurer's term. However, the 
Certified Public Accountant who performed a preliminary review of our accounts 
recommended that the expense of the report ($3,000 - $4,000) would be excessive 
considering how simple and transparent our accounts are. In essence we would be paying 
someone to put our records into a spreadsheet. This is costly and unnecessary given the 
oversight provided in Article VII,  Section 6 as well as the quarterly reports already generated 
by the IOM Treasurer. Therefore the Board recently voted to amend Article VII of the IOM 
Constitution, which now reads: "The IOM treasurer must report on the financial transactions 
of that organization. This report should be made quarterly (or at the request of the Executive 
Board).  The purpose of financial reporting is to make sure that any decisions that need to be 
made can take into consideration accurate and up-to-date financial data”, along with a 
definition of what constitutes the financial records. The complete text of the revised IOM 
Constitution is available on the IOM-online.org website under the ”Governance” link. My 
personal thanks go to past Treasurer Mitch Balish and current Treasurer Gail Gasparich for 
helping to accomplish this recurring cost savings to the IOM. 
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The 20th International Congress of the IOM, IOM2014 in Blumenau SC, Brazil, is on the 
immediate horizon! I’ll emphasize again that in keeping with the IOM’s global reach and 
traditions of exploration and discovery, 2014 will mark the first time the Congress is held 
anywhere in South America. Submission of abstracts to be considered for platform 
presentations is now closed, and the Scientific Program Committee chaired by Pascal 
Sirand-Pugnet will soon finalize the program. Watch the Congress website IOM2014.org for 
updates and contact Caio De Cordova, the chairman of the Local Organizing Committee, 
with any concerns regarding travel to Brazil or social events planned. And a little bit beyond 
the horizon, the Local Organizing Comittee for IOM2016, which will be held in Brisbane, 
Australia, has already begun to hold planning meetings. The chairperson is Dr. Christine 
Knox of Queensland University of Technology. 
 
Finally, I’ll take this opportunity to personally congratulate the recipients of the 2014 IOM 
Scientific Awards. Chairman Shigetou Namba and the other members of the selection 
committee had an impressive slate of nominations to consider, and the recipients selected 
are all highly deserving of recognition: the 2014 Emmy Klieneberger-Nobel Award for 
outstanding research in mycoplasmology, to Assunta Bertaccini; the 2014 Derrick Edward 
Award for outstanding research in mycoplasmology by young investigator, to Carole 
Lartigue; the 2014 Peter Hannan Award for outstanding research in applied clinical 
mycoplasmology, to Cécile Bébéar; and the 2014 Robert F. Whitcomb Award for outstanding 
research achievements in the field of plant and insect mycoplasmology, to Ing-Ming Lee. 
 
Best wishes to everyone for an attractive and successful Congress in Blumenau, be sure to 
register by May 15th, and I look forward to seeing many of you there soon! 
 
Dan Brown 
Gainesville, Florida USA 
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IOM BOARD ELECTIONS 

 
International Organization for Mycoplasmology (IOM) 

Elections for IOM Board Positions 2014 
 

The IOM Board of Directors consists of the Chair, who shall serve as presiding officer of this 
council, the Immediate Past-Chair, the Chair-Elect, the Secretary-General, the Membership 
Secretary, the Treasurer, and five (5) appointed At-Large members. The Chair of the 
International Research Program on Comparative Mycoplasmology; and the Information 
Officer who is an ex-officio member of the Board.  

This biennium we need to elect: 
• A Chair-Elect for 2014 -2016, who will normally go on to be the Chair (2016-2018) and Past-

Chair (2018-2020). 
• The Secretary-General who normally serves a 2 year term (2014 – 2016) 
• A Membership Secretary who normally serves a 4 year term (2014 – 2018) 

  
The candidates are: 
 

 
For Chair-Elect: 
 

Assunta Bertaccini Cécile Bébéar, 

For Secretary-General: Brad Spiller Paola Pilo 

For Membership Secretary: Laura Regassa Caio Mauricio Mendes de Cordova 

 
The closing date for voting is Friday 21st March 2014. 

 
Voting is secret and is carried out through the IOM Website: 

http://www.iom-online.org 
 

You will need to log on as an IOM member to be able to vote. 
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IOM AWARDS 

Emmy Klieneberger-Nobel Award – for outstanding research in mycoplasmology 
 
2014 Recipient: Dr. Assunta Bertaccini  

 
Dr. Assunta Bertaccini has made prominent and sustained research contributions to the 

field of mycoplasmology throughout her highly distinguished career. Among these are her 
outstanding contribution in classifying phytoplasmas by developing a DNA bar-coding 
system for ’Candidatus Phytoplasma’ species; taking the initiative in establishing a culture 
collection accessible to all plant mycoplasmologists; and enhancing the awareness of plant 
mycoplasmas importance in agriculture in both advanced and developing countries through 
collaborations with scientists worldwide.  

She received her Master’s degree in Biology in 1977 and a Ph.D. in Plant Pathology in 
1979, both from the University of Bologna, Italy, where she is now an Associate Professor. 
After that for several years she worked on Molecular Plant Pathology at USDA (USA) as a 
Visiting Scientist. She organized the first laboratory only dedicated to phytoplasma research 
in Italy, where she initiated research in collaboration with colleagues worldwide; which was 
mainly focused on the epidemiological and practical aspects of phytoplasma-associated 
diseases, using many scientific approaches starting with electron microscopy and extending 
to molecular techniques.  

In the field of Epidemiology she was the first to apply dot and Southern non-radioactive 
hybridization methods, and later developed the first microarray tests for phytoplasma 
detection in naturally infected plant material. She was the first to demonstrate the presence 
of aster yellows transovarial transmission; discovered the presence of phytoplasma strains 
associated with ”flavescence doree” disease of grapevine and verified their differential 
geographic distribution and virulence. 

She initiated the first micropropagated phytoplasma infected shoot collection, which now 
contains more than 150 strains from the world, as a repository and reference which provides 
strains to mycoplasmologists for research purposes. 

Her research activity has also been devoted to improving the taxonomic identification of 
phytoplasmas. Initially she reached a consensus agreement on the ribosomal group system, 
and then contributed to the development and implementation of the ’Candidatus’ system. 
More recently she developed a DNA bar-coding system for the universal identification of 
’Candidatus Phytoplasmas’. She also applied and developed phytoplasma multigenic typing 
systems for strain characterization to be able to differentiate the various phytoplasma-
associated diseases.  

Her life long research has resulted in a large number of publications providing new 
insights into the diagnosis and approaches for the most economical management of 
phytoplasma-associated diseases. 
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Derrick Edward Award – for outstanding research in mycoplasmology by a young 
investigator 
 
2014 Recipient: Dr. Carole Lartigue 

 
Dr. Carole Lartigue has made major research accomplishments in mycoplasmology and 

synthetic biology. This includes creating genomes from bacteria and genome transplantation 
in bacteria; the development of a puromycin selectable marker and new oriC plasmids for 
mycoplasma research; as well as the discovery of new restriction enzyme systems in 
mycoplasmas. 

Following undergraduate and graduate training in Biology and Microbiology at the Vitctor 
Segalen Bordeaux 2 University (France), she entered a Ph.D. program at INRA-Bordeaux, 
where she studied the molecular mechanisms of Mycoplasma pathogenicity and played a 
key role in the development of the first stable oriC plasmid vectors for several Mollicutes 
species.  

After receiving her degree in 2003, she stayed and participated in comparative genomics 
work, until she moved to the USA in 2004 to join the J. Craig Venter Institute’s Synthetic 
Biology Group as a Post-doctoral Fellow. During that time, she published two especially 
groundbreaking papers in Science as the first author: one on her development of the 
lynchpin technology of bacterial genome transplantation describing the process of isolating 
whole genomes from M. mycoides and then booting up those genomes by transplanting into 
M. capricolum cells; the other on another key technology to produce bacterial strains from M. 
mycoides genomes that have been cloned and engineered in yeast. These technologies 
directly led the creation of the world’s first synthetic bacterial cell. She was appointed 
Assistant Professor of JCVI before she left to return to France in 2009.  

Since September 2010, she has been working as a Research Fellow at the French 
National Institute for Agricultural Research (INRA) in Bordeaux to extend her genome 
transplantation technology to other mycoplasma species. Working with international 
collaborators one aim of the work is to develop new vaccines against M. mycoides subsp. 
mycoides. � �
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Peter Hannan Award – for outstanding research in applied clinical mycoplasmology 
	
2014 Recipient: Dr. Cécile Bébéar 

 
Dr. Cécile Bébéar has made significant research contributions to the understanding and 

control of human mycoplasmal disease through her investigations of the molecular 
mechanisms, detection methods, and epidemiology of antimicrobial resistance in mollicutes 
of human origins.  

She received her Master of Biological and Medical Science degree from the Victor 
Segalen Bordeaux 2 University in 1991. She followed this with her Postgraduate Diploma 
with research on the characterization of viral sequences in chromosomal DNA of 
Spiroplasma citri; and then gained an Inter-University Diploma in Methods and Markers in 
Microbiological Epidemiology, and a Bacteriology Diploma from the Pasteur Institute. She 
qualified as an MD completing her speciality residency in Medical Biology at the Bordeaux 
University Hospital in 1995 and obtained a Ph.D. degree from the same University and INRA 
in 1998, with research on the characterization and genomic mechanisms of fluorquinolone 
resistance mutations in M. hominis. 

She has been a pioneer in experimental in vitro studies examining the most common 
genetic mechanisms underlying antimicrobial resistance in mollicutes infecting humans. She 
developed the real-time PCR methods for detection of M. hominis and macrolide-resistant M. 
pneumoniae, and the new molecular-based typing systems, such as multiple-locus variable-
number tandem repeat analysis and MALDI-TOF techniques for mollicutes. She performed 
in vitro evaluation of new investigational antibiotics for potential use against mollicutes in 
humans. She is a member of the CLSI Subcommittee on Antimicrobial Susceptibility Testing 
of Human Mycoplasmas and participated in the development and standardization of 
susceptibility testing methods. The resulted CLSI Guideline is now being used throughout 
the world. Her research is also involved in the investigation of mollicute pathogenesis. She 
and her colleagues described the complete genome of M. hominis and the virulence factors 
in M. hominis and M. genitalium.  

She is now the Chair of the Department of Bacteriology at the National Reference Center 
for Chlamydia in the Bordeaux Segalen University and the Bordeaux University Hospital.   
� �
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Robert F. Whitcomb Award – for outstanding research in plant and insect 
mycoplasmology 
 
2014 Recipient: Dr. Ing-Ming Lee 

 
Dr. Ing-Ming Lee has made continuous and significant contributions to the field of 

phytoplasmology throughout his highly distinguished career. Among these are the major 
research advances in the epidemiology and classification of spiroplasmas, and the 
establishment of a classification scheme for phytoplasmas based on RFLP analysis. 

His innovative research career began in 1971 as a graduate student at the University of 
California, Riverside, where he pioneered research on citrus stubborn disease. In 1973, the 
year he received a Master degree, after more than 20 years of unsuccessful searching by 
entomologists looking for the vector of the citrus stubborn disease causal agent 
(Spiroplasmα citri), his novel approach involving direct cultivation of the pathogen from 
potential insect vector(s) led to his discovery of the first known natural insect vector 
(Circuliferte nellus) of S. citri. This discovery was recognized worldwide as a major 
breakthrough for citrus stubborn disease research, and it opened the way for subsequent 
work that proved conclusively, for the first time, that a wall-less bacterium was a causal 
agent of plant disease. This was also recognized internationally as one of his important 
contributions to understanding the cell wall-less plant pathogenic bacteria of class Mollicutes 
(spiroplasmas and phytoplasmas or MLOs).  

In his early work as a postdoctoral researcher, after he obtained a Ph.D. in 1977 from the 
same University, he developed new media including the first serum-free and chemically 
defined media, for cultivation of S. citri, S. kunkelii and other spiroplasmas. In 1987, after his 
postdoctoral positions at the Rutgers University and at the University of Maryland, he joined 
the Molecular Plant Pathology Laboratory, ARS, UDDA, Beltsville, as a Research Plant 
Pathologist. In1994, he performed the first global phylogenetic analysis. This 
accomplishment placed phytoplasmas definitively among members of class Mollicutes and 
revealed that phytoplasmas form a large discrete monophyletic clade. Significantly, all 
subclades corresponded to 16S rDNA RFLP groups previously delineated by him. He 
proposed that each phylogenetic subclade represented at least one Phytoplasma species. 
This study formed the basis for delineating new genus and species level taxa, and led to the 
establishment of formal phytoplasma taxonomy in which over 20 ‘Candidatas Phytoplasma 
species' have been proposed.  
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TRAVEL AWARDS FOR IOM 2014 

With regard to travel awards 

Just a reminder that students applying for funds are required to have a recommendation 
letter submitted at the time of their abstract submission, so it would be best to prepare them 
before the Feb 15th deadline. 

Details and instructions for additional travel funds for U.S. students through the NIH will be 
forthcoming. 

As the congress is not in Europe any applications for FEMS awards has to be made by the 
student directly to FEMS. 

FEMS offer meeting Attendance Grants to young European Scientists (under 36) to attend 
microbiology meetings that are not supported by FEMS 250 to 600 Euros 

Objective  

• FEMS provides Meeting Attendance Grants to young European scientists wishing to 
attend microbiology meetings that are not supported by a FEMS Meetings Grant.  

• The maximum amount of a Meeting Attendance Grant is EUR 600, the minimum 
EUR 250. Meeting Attendance Grants may support attendance at meetings 
worldwide but preference will be given for meetings within the European area.  

Application 

Young scientists wishing to apply for a Meetings Attendance Grant should first inform 
themselves of the regulations governing FEMS Meeting Attendance Grants. Complete 
applications should be received at FEMS Central Office by the deadline of 1st April. 
http://europeanmicrobiologycouncil.org/website/nl/page64.asp 

Society for Applied Microbiology (Sfam) offer a Scientific Meeting Attendance Grant. 
Maximum award £300.  

The purpose of the Scientific Meeting Attendance Grant is to financially assist members to 
attend an appropriate applied microbiology scientific meeting. It is also to enable members to 
‘stay in touch’ with the latest research in microbiology whilst on a period of parental leave 
(maternity/paternity/adoption leave) and when funding is not available elsewhere. A 
maximum amount of £300 is normally available, increasing to £600 where childcare costs 
are required. 
Applicants may apply for expenses to facilitate their attendance at any appropriate applied 
microbiology scientific meeting. These costs can include registration, travel, subsistence and 
where applicable childcare expenses while they are in attendance at the event. Deadline 
7th March. 
http://www.sfam.org.uk/en/grants--awards/scientific-meeting-attend-grant.cfm 

 

Society for General Microbiology (SGM) also offer travel grants. Maximum £500 for 
travel outside of Europe. 

• Eligibility: current paid-up Full, Full Concessionary or Postgraduate Student members 
who have made a minimum of two consecutive membership subscription payments (2013 
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INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH PROGRAMME FOR COMPARATIVE 
MYCOPLASMOLOGY (IRPCM)  

 
The IRPCM team meetings at the Congress this year in Blumenau will be after the sessions 
finish on each of the following days: 
 
• Monday June 2: Clinical Aspects of Human Mycoplasmas; Porcine; Avian 
• Tuesday June 3: Chemotherapy of Mycoplasma Infections; 

Spiroplasmas/Phytoplasmas/Mesoplasmas/Entomoplasmas; Ruminant  
• Wednesday June 4: Molecular Genetics and Cell Biology; General Diagnostics & Cell 

Culture; New and Emerging Mycoplasmas 
 
These team meeting will offer participants the opportunity to meet other researchers in their 
field and to develop collaborations. 
 
I would encourage everyone to participate in the team meetings and to try to ensure that at 
least one member of your group gets to each of the team meetings relevant to your area of 
mycoplasmology. 
 
The team leaders this year are: 
 
IRPCM Team Team Leader Email 
Avian Chris Morrow chris.morrow@bioproperties.com.au 

Chemotherapy Inna Lysnyanksky innal@moag.gov.il 

Mollicute  Contamination in 
Cell Cultures and 
Bioproducts 

Helena Windsor mexp@mycoplasma-exp.com 

Molecular Genetics Meghan May mmay@towson.edu 

New and Emerging 
Mycoplasmas 

Ana Ramírez aramirez@dpat.ulpgc.es 

Porcine Dominiek Maes dominiek.maes@ugent.be 

Ruminants Ruben Rosales Ruben.Rosales@ahvla.gsi.gov.uk 

Spiroplasmas/Phytoplasmas Assunta Bertaccini bertaccini_a@biblio.cib.unibo.it 

Clinical Aspects of Human 
Mycoplasmas 

Ran Nir Paz nirpaz@hadassah.org.il 

 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Glenn Browning 
IRPCM Chair 
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