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MESSAGE FROM THE IOM CHAIR 

Dear Mycoplasmologists 
 
Much work has been going on within the IOM with the preparations for the IOM Congress in 
Toulouse, France in July 2012 well advanced. Preparations for the IOM Congress in 
Blumenau, Brazil in 2014 are also progressing.  
 
Members have also been busy preparing and submitting abstracts and making plans on how 
to get to Toulouse. We now also need member involvement by casting your vote in the IOM 
elections.  These elections are important in selecting the right candidates for Chair-Elect, 
Treasurer and Secretary-General of the IOM for the next two to four years. 
 
This newsletter gives the details of the prestigious IOM award winners and we offer our 
congratulations to them and look forward to hearing their presentations in Toulouse. 
 
I wish all IOM members a good summer and I hope as many as possible of you will be able to 
meet in Toulouse, to enjoy the excellent science and the social atmosphere that is always 
associated with the IOM Congresses.   
 
Yours 
 
Joachim Frey 
 

THE IOM ELECTIONS 

The IOM Governance states that ”regular elections will call for nomination and election of a 
Chair-Elect, and a Secretary General once every two year interval, depending upon the 
occurrence of international conferences of the IOM.”  ”A Membership-Secretary and a 
Treasurer will be elected every four years.”  
 
Note that the Membership-Secretary (Anja Persson) was elected in 2010 is is not scheduled 
for election until 2014. The Chair-Elect will normally succeed to the office of Chair of IOM. 
 
 
The candidates are:  
 

 Chair Elect: 
Mick Calcutt 
Steve Djordjevic 

 Secretary General: 
Christine Knox 
Roger Ayling  

 Treasurer:  
Laura Regassa  
Gail Gasparich   

 
More detail of the candidates are given on the following pages. 
 
 
Please vote for your preferred candidates through the IOM website. www.the-iom.org 
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CANDIDATES FOR CHAIR-ELECT 

Mick Calcutt 
Michael J. Calcutt, Ph.D is an Associate Professor in the Department of Veterinary 
Pathobiology at the University of Missouri. He received an undergraduate degree in 
Microbiology from the University of Sheffield, UK and conducted graduate research 
on the biochemical mechanisms and molecular genetic bases of antibiotic 
resistance at the University of Leicester, UK. He became a Mycoplasmologist upon 
joining Dr. Kim Wise’s group at the University of Missouri, USA as a Research 
Assistant Professor. While a member of Dr. Wise’s Mycoplasma group his research 
focused on mobile genetic elements and antigenic variation of surface proteins in 
Mycoplasma fermentans. More recently, the major research focus of the Calcutt 
laboratory has been on applying genomic approaches to better understand genetic 
variation and surface protein repertoire/function in ruminant and swine pathogens. 

In collaboration with colleagues at the University of Missouri, J.C. Venter Institute and the Animal Health 
Veterinary Laboratory Agency, genome sequences for six Mycoplasma species have been deposited in 
the public databases. His research has been published in BMC Genomics, Molecular Microbiology, 
Infection and Immunity, Journal of Bacteriology and FEMS Microbiology Letters with funding support 
from the Institutes of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIH), MidWest Regional Center of Excellence for 
Biodefense (NIH) and the Program for Prevention of Animal Infectious Diseases (USDA-ARS). Dr. 
Calcutt joined the IOM in 1996 and has had the opportunity to participate in program planning (Scientific 
Organizing Committees for two Congresses), the Mycoplasma techniques workshop (2008) and both 
the IOM awards and IOM student travel grants for two meetings. He has also served as the Chair and 
Division Advisor for the Mycoplasmology Division of the American Society for Microbiology, participating 
in the planning for the Mycoplasmology sessions at the Annual General Meetings of the ASM for 2006-
2008. He was a member of the Mycoplasma bovis group of the European Commission Directorate-
General for Research and has served on the Editorial Board of the Journal of Microbiological Methods 
and Applied and Environmental Microbiology. 
 
 
 
Steve Djordjevic 

    
Steven P. Djordjevic is Professor of Infectious Diseases at the University of 
Technology, Sydney. His Mycoplasma research has broadly focussed on the 
identification and functional analyses of surface proteins for vaccine development. 
Specifically he has investigated mechanisms for delivery of subunit recombinant 
antigens including adjuvant formulation, inoculation route and live attenuated 
versus subunit vaccine antigen delivery.  More recently his research has been 
directed towards characterising protein surface topography. He pioneered studies 
investigating how surface adhesins are modified post-translationally and 
championed the concept that Mycoplasmas can regulate their surface topology by 
endoproteolytic processing. His group have shown that processing events are 
critical to the generation of functional domains that interact with host extracellular 

matrix and circulatory molecules that are important for colonisation of the host. These concepts have 
been applied to the study of a number of Mycoplasma species and extended to other important bacterial 
pathogens. More recently his group have applied methods to interrogate the protein surface topography 
using non-biased systems approaches. Results of these studies have been published in MBio, 
Molecular Microbiology, Cellular Microbiology, Journal of Biological Chemistry, Molecular & Cellular 
Proteomics, Journal of Proteome Research, Infection & Immunity, Journal of Bacteriology, Proteomics, 
Microbiology, Veterinary Microbiology, Microbial Pathogenesis and the Australian Veterinary Journal. Dr 
Djordjevic has been a member of the IOM since 1994. He is a recipient of the Iowa State University 
Veterinary Research Prize (2000). He was Team Leader for Porcine Mycoplasma Group of the 
International Research Program for Comparative Mycoplasmology; Chairman of the Awards Committee 
(2010) and is an active member of the Scientific Program Committee. 
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CANDIDATES FOR IOM TREASURER  

Gail Gasparich 
Gail E. Gasparich, Ph.D., a Professor of Biological Sciences and Associate Dean 
for the Fisher College of Science and Mathematics at Towson University, has 
been a member of IOM since 1990.  She obtained a B.S. in Biology from The 
College of William and Mary (Williamsburg, VA) and a Ph.D. in Microbiology and 
Molecular Biology from The Pennsylvania State University (State College, PA).  
Dr. Gasparich began her work with Mollicutes in the laboratory of Dr. Kevin 
Hackett as a Research Associate in the Insect Biocontrol Laboratory at the 
U.S.D.A. Agricultural Research Service.  She then moved to Towson University 
to continue her studies on the Spiroplasma genus.  Dr. Gasparich’s research 
focuses on the study of the genus Spiroplasma to explore microbial biodiversity 
through the continued characterization of novel species and use of molecular 

characteristics to derive a valid phylogeny for the species.  These data are then used to explore the 
broader issues of host-specificity, co-evolution and biogeographical distribution of the spiroplasmas. 
She has 55 peer-reviewed publications (in Journal of Bacteriology, Gene, Journal of Biological 
Chemistry, Biological Control, Plasmid, Journal of Systematic and Evolutionary Microbiology, 
Biochemical Genetics, Insect Molecular Biology, Applied and Environmental Microbiology, Journal of 
Clinical Microbiology, Frontiers in Science, Biodiversity and Conservation, and Canadian Journal of 
Microbiology); 36 invited seminars and 58 poster presentations at national/international meetings and 
has been the PI or co-PI on 21 grants (including funding from NIH, NSF, Maryland Dept. of Education, 
and the University System of Maryland).  She has supervised over 65 undergraduate student research 
projects and 7 M.S. students.  Dr. Gasparich has served as American Society for Microbiology Division 
G Chair-elect (2001-2002), Chair (2002-2003) and Past Chair (2003-2004) and has served as a 
member of the IOM Travel Award Committee since 2006 
 
 
 
Laura Regassa 

Laura B. Regassa received her Ph.D. and postdoctoral training from the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison, with a specialization in bacterial pathogenesis.  
She is a Professor of Molecular Biology and Director of the Molecular Biology 
Initiative (MBI) Program at Georgia Southern University.  The MBI Program 
provides intensive molecular biology and professional training for graduate 
students, as well as educational outreach.  Laura began working in 
Mycoplasmology in 2002 via collaborations and joined IOM in 2004; she 
manages a small Spiroplasma research group with a focus on systematics and 
biodiversity.  The team has described 14 new Spiroplasma serogroups from 
strains isolated in Costa Rica and Australia; and demonstrated a lack of host 
specificity for a common vector, tabanid flies.  Laura has served as the current or 

prior PI for funding from several divisions of the National Science Foundation, with research outcomes 
published in a variety of journals including Biodiversity and Conservation, Canadian Journal of 
Microbiology, Journal of Experimental Marine Biology and Ecology, Frontiers in Bioscience, and 
Microbial Pathogenesis.  In addition, she was a co-author of the Spiroplasmataceae chapter in Bergey's 
Manual of Systematic Bacteriology (Division Tenericutes [Mollicutes], 2nd ed., Vol. 4).  Laura is a former 
Division Chair of the American Society for Microbiology (ASM) Division G [Mycoplasmology], the ASM 
Division G Advisor, a member of the ASM Council, a former President and Advisor of the ASM 
Southeastern Branch, a former member of the Scientific Program Committee for the 2010 IOM 
Congress, and a member of the International Committee on Systematics of Prokaryotes Subcommittee 
on the Taxonomy of Mollicutes.   
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CANDIDATES FOR SECRETARY-GENERAL 
 
Roger Ayling 

Roger D. Ayling is a senior scientist at the Animal Health and Veterinary 
Laboratories Agency (Weybridge), UK and is now head of the Mycoplasma 
Group. He has been working with mycoplasmas for more than 16 years but 
before that gained much experience working with other bacteria. He obtained a 
PhD from King’s College London in 2002 with work on bovine mycoplasmas. His 
work includes both diagnosis and research on all mycoplasmas and related 
organisms that occur in veterinary hosts which has resulted in more than 100 
publications which includes being co-author of the book “Mycoplasma Diseases 
of Ruminants” that was published in 2008. His first IOM Congress was the 
Sydney meeting in 1998 and he has participated in every IOM congress since. 
He has been chair of the chemotherapy IRPCM committee since 2006. He was 

the treasurer and a local organiser for the IOM Congress held in Cambridge in 2006 and was on the 
IOM scientific programme committee from 2004 to 2008. He was elected as the Secretary-General for 
2008-2010, and was re-elected for the 2010-2012 biennium. He says he is delighted to be asked to 
stand again for election to Secretary-General for the IOM. He sees this as a very responsible position 
within the organization and has gained useful experience in this role to be able to deliver the 
organizations requirements. However, he says he is aware that improvements need to be made and 
more interaction and involvement of the wider membership would be beneficial to all IOM members to 
ensure the future success of the IOM. 
 
 
 
Christine L. Knox 

Christine Knox is a senior lecturer in microbiology at the Queensland University 
of Technology (QUT), Brisbane, Queensland, and a member of the Infectious 
Diseases Program at the QUT Institute of Health and Biomedical Innovation 
(IHBI). She completed her PhD as a mature age student in 1998, and attended 
her first IOM conference that same year in Sydney. She now leads a group at 
IHBI that investigates the role of Ureaplasma species and other bacteria in 
adverse pregnancy outcomes, both naturally conceived and IVF pregnancies. 
After sequencing the upstream region of the multiple banded antigen gene 
(mba) of ureaplasma clinical isolates she identified species/serovar specific 
polymorphisms and developed four PCR assays that selectively detect and 

serotype the U. parvum serovars. She has established national and international collaborations with 
Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center (current NIH study), Maastricht University, University of 
Western Australia, Wesley Monash IVF, The Mater Mothers Hospital Brisbane and Monash University 
Melbourne. Working with animal models of infection she now investigates the in vivo variation of the 
multiple banded antigen (MBA)/ mba of low passage serovar 3 and serovar 6 clinical isolates, the most 
prevalent serovars in men and women. She is also investigating the prevalence of ureaplasma serovars 
and other bacteria in the placentas of women who deliver late preterm at 32 – 36 weeks gestation (NIH 
study). Dr Knox is a member of the Australian Society of Microbiology, Queensland Branch secretary for 
the Perinatal Society of Australia and New Zealand, a member of IOM and in 2010 she was asked to 
join the ICSP Subcommittee on the Taxonomy of Mollicutes as the ureaplasma representative. Dr Knox 
is pleased to be nominated for Secretary-General and to continue to work with IOM as we try to improve 
our understanding of the pathogenesis of diseases associated with Mollicutes. 
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19TH IOM CONGRESS, 15TH TO 20TH JULY 2012 – TOULOUSE, FRANCE  
 
For more congress information check the 19th IOM Congress website at http://iom2012.org/ 
 
Watch the congress website for more updates in March: 
Online registration will be opened from the 7th of March and information on registration fees, 
hotel booking, and post-congress tours is on the congress website.  

Registration fees 

  Registration before 
15 April 2012 

Registration after 
15 April 2012 

Regular  555 € TTC  655 € TTC  
IOM Student member 355 € TTC  455 € TTC  
IOM Regular member 455 € TTC 555 € TTC 
Visit Albi or Carcassonne (You 
can register for only one visit) 65 € 

 
Students must provide a copy of their student card. IOM members must be in good standing at 
the time of registration. To check if your membership has expired please go to the 
membership section at www.the-iom.org 

The registration fees include: 

• Meeting material 
• Attendance to all scientific sessions 
• Coffee breaks and lunches during the meeting 
• Welcome reception 
• City Hall reception 
• Gala dinner 

Accompanying persons can not attend the scientific sessions. 
Accompanying persons are invited to the welcome reception and to the City Hall reception, but 
they will have to pay to attend the gala dinner (70€) and participate in a tour (65€) 
Accompanying person will be directly registered through your participant home page on the 
congress web site. 
 
Hotel booking 
Accommodation is not included in the registration fees.  
A block of rooms have been secured and online hotel booking will be from the 7th of March.  
Room prices will range from 80 to 150 Euros 
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Post-congress tour 
On Friday, one-day tours are proposed. Booking will be provided online with the registration 
from the 7th of March (see registration). Each includes the transport, the visit and the lunch.  
   
Tour 1: Visit of Albi  
 
In the morning, you will discover the old city of Albi, with its impressive cathedral St. Cecilia's 
extraordinary painted and sculpted. In the Berbie (Bishops) Palace, the museum dedicated to 
the painter, Toulouse Lautrec, offers the most remarkable work of this artist.  
For more information on Albi:  http://www.albi-tourisme.fr/us/ 
 
After the lunch in Albi, you will have a guided tour of “Cordes sur Ciel”. a medieval town, 
founded in 1222 and recognized as one of the Most Beautiful Villages of France. 
For more information on Cordes sur ciel:  http://www.cordessurciel.fr/en 
 
Tour 2: Visit of Carcassonne  
 
In the morning, you will visit the City of Carcassonne that is set on a hillside. Carcassonne is 
well-known for its medieval ramparts, the Count's castle and the basilica of Saint Nazaire, 
Romanesque and gothic church with astonishing stained glass windows. For more information 
on Carcassonne: http://www.carcassonne.org/carcassonne_en.nsf/vuetitre/docpgeintrovisiter 
 
Lunch in Carcassonne is included.  
 
In the afternoon, you will discover the “Canal du Midi”, UNESCO World Heritage: stop in the 
pool of Castelnaudary and its multiple locks, you follow up to the feed tank of the canal, in St. 
Férreol. For more information on the canal du midi   http://www.midicanal.fr/ 
 
If you need further assistance, please contact me at iom2012@envt.fr 
 

 

Christine Citti,  

Chair of the Local Organizing Committee 
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THE 2012 IOM AWARDS 

These awards honour the highest achievers in our field and are initiated through specific 
nomination by IOM members.  
 
Emmy Klieneberger-Nobel Award -- for outstanding research in mycoplasmology  
 
2012 Recipient: Dr. Robert E. Davis  
Dr. Robert E. Davis has made prominent and sustained research contributions to the field of 
mycoplasmology throughout his highly distinguished career. Among these are the discovery and 
definition of major lineages within the Mollicutes, including organisms comprising the genus 
Spiroplasma and many within Candidatus Phytoplasma; the identification of these agents as critical 
pathogens of plants that include important crops; and the concept that mobile genetic elements may 
have driven both the early evolution of these obligate parasites and their adaptation to plant hosts and 
insect vectors. With undergraduate training in Botany at the University of Rhode Island and a Ph.D. 
degree in Plant Pathology from Cornell University, he has since been affiliated with the US Department 
of Agriculture - Agricultural Research Service (ARS) Molecular Plant Pathology Laboratory at the 
Beltsville Agricultural Research Center (USA) where he continues to serve as Research Leader. 
Possibly most significant among many key findings by Dr. Davis and his research team is his initial 
recognition of a new spiral, wall-less life form, showing motility and causation of severe corn disease, 
whose name “spiroplasma” was eventually accepted as the formal genus name of a broad clade of 
mollicutes. Cited by the American Phytopathological Society (APS) to be among the top Millennial 
Milestones in Plant Pathology, this finding opened an entire field of research studying a class of 
organisms of great biological interest and economic importance. He also pioneered the characterization 
of phage- and plasmid-based sequences in spiroplasmas and their role in genomic restructuring and 
host adaptation. He has led the effort to generate the genome sequence of Spiroplasma kunkelii, and 
his team has developed several of the current serological and molecular genetic tools used to identify 
and classify spiroplasmal subgroups. Additional efforts toward defining and classifying the non-helical 
mycoplasma-like plant pathogens, now termed phytoplasmas, are similarly impressive. His team 
proposed lineage-specific pathways of pseudogene formation within this clade and phage-based 
mechanisms propelling its early evolution; devised the framework for phylogenetic classification of 
phytoplasmas; and has identified several new phytoplasmal pathogens. Dr. Davis has interacted with 
many international collaborators and has promoted major research initiatives targeting plant pathogens, 
such as that in Lithuania, for which he was awarded national recognition. His scientific accomplishments 
reach far beyond the arena of mycoplasmology, as evidenced by his receipt of prestigious awards and 
citations. He is a member of the US National Academy of Sciences, the USDA-ARS Science Hall of 
Fame, a Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science, and of the APS, where he 
received the Ruth Allen Award for outstanding contributions to the science of plant pathology. 
 
Derrick Edward Award -- for outstanding research in mycoplasmology by a young 
investigator 
 
2012 Recipient: Saskia A. Hogenhout 
 
Dr. Saskia A. Hogenhout has made major research advances in deciphering the intimate conversation 
among plants, microbes and insect vectors at the molecular level. These interactions are the basis for 
the pathogenesis and transmission of diverse plant viruses 
and bacterial pathogens, including species of Spiroplasma and Candidatus Phytoplasma. As an 
undergraduate and graduate student at Wageningen University and Research Centre (The 
Netherlands), her first research focused on virus pathogens, pursuing doctoral studies characterizing 
the proteins mediating the binding and persistence of luteovirus in aphids. After receiving her Ph.D. in 
1999, she was appointed Assistant Professor at The Ohio State University (USA) where she initiated an 
independent program on leafhopper and planthopper transmission of phytoplasmas and rhabdoviruses. 
During the ensuing period, in which she was promoted to tenured Associate Professor, a major portion 
of her research efforts addressed phytoplasmas and their relatives, and included genome sequencing 
and analysis, cell biology and the identification of new phytoplasmas. In 2007, she accepted a Project 
Leader position at The John Innes Centre (UK), where she has built an expanded research team 
addressing functional phytoplasma genomics, and virus-insect interactions. She enjoys widespread 
collaborations throughout the international community. Her research publications represent significant 
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contributions in understanding phytoplasma biology and host interactions and her recent reviews on 
phytoplasmas and effectors of plant-associated organisms are widely recognized to be thorough and 
illuminating. The most significant contributions to mycoplasmology, within her broader research 
program, include several top tier publications describing the complete sequence of the genome of Aster 
Yellows phytoplasma strain Witches’ Broom (AY-WB); the identification of several phytoplasma effector 
proteins encoded in repeated chromosomal regions, and the finding that some regions are mobilized 
into extrachromosomal configurations; the differential upregulation of different sets of these effectors in 
plants versus insect vectors; the induction by one effector (SAP54) of plant phenotypes resembling 
those infected with AY-WB; and the complex induction by another effector (SAP11) of witches’ broom 
properties in the model plant system Arabidopsis thaliana, through destabilization of conserved plant 
transcription factors that also confer advantage to insect vector reproduction through altered plant 
defense. Her application of powerful genomic tools in model systems is reshaping concepts and 
experimental approaches in phytoplasma pathobiology. Dr. Hogenhout is actively contributing to 
international efforts in this area and is highly regarded in the scientific community, as evidenced by her 
current roles as a contributing member of the Faculty of 1000, a member of the Editorial Board for 
Molecular Plant Pathology, and Coordinator of a working group for EU COST Action FA0807.  
 
Peter Hannan Award -- for outstanding research in applied clinical mycoplasmology.  
 
2012 Recipient: Li Xiao 
 
Dr. Li Xiao has made significant research contributions to the understanding and control of human 
mycoplasmal disease, particularly through her molecular and genomic analyses of serovar variation in 
Ureaplasma and through studies identifying molecular genetic determinants for antibiotic resistance. 
Both areas are critical for developing effective clinical assessment and treatment strategies. Following 
undergraduate and graduate training in biochemistry and molecular biology, respectively, at Shandon 
University and the Institute of Biophysics, Chinese Academy of Science (China), she entered a PhD 
program at the University of Alabama at Birmingham (USA) studying the role and inhibition of 
mammalian cell chaperones in the evolution of anti-cancer drug resistance. After receiving her degree 
in 2006 she remained at this institution, and first entered the field of mycoplasmology as a Postdoctoral 
Scholar in the Department of Pathology then, in 2011, was appointed Research Associate in the 
Department of Medicine where she continues her studies. Several publications over this period reflect 
significant advances. She has applied real-time PCR and other molecular genetic approaches to 
identify, classify and determine genotypic traits and serotype correlates of ureaplasmas. Additionally her 
recent comparative genomic analysis of large sets of clinical isolates has revealed rampant gene 
transfer and combinational mosaic structures in genes that encode serovar-determining surface 
proteins. This latter finding substantially challenges the ongoing paradigm that serovar-specific clinical 
manifestations may be found, or should be expected, in ureaplasmas. More generally, this concept may 
apply to other mollicutes in which genotypic instability and diversity occur in loci determining serotypes. 
In parallel to these important studies, she has examined accumulating genome sequence data from 
clinical isolates to identify specific mutations conferring antibiotic resistance. She has recently identified 
mutations in ribosomal proteins and rRNA correlating with macrolide resistance of ureaplasmas and is 
assessing other chromosomal mutations associated with resistance to fluoroquinolone antibiotics. She 
has developed specific genetic assays to identify antibiotic resistance in other human mycoplasmas 
including M. pneumoniae, as well as rapid tests for detection and classification of key human mollicutes. 
She continues active collaborations with researchers in genomics and informatics and applies these 
contemporary tools to the challenges of human clinical mycoplasmology. She currently has expanded 
research initiatives addressing ureaplasma interactions with the human innate immune system. 
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THE SCIENTIFIC PROGRAM COMMITTEE FOR THE 19
TH 

IOM CONGRESS  

Chairman Inna Lysnyansky (Israel) 
 

Members 
 

Laure Beven (France  Cristina Marzachi (Italy) 
Rohini Chopra-Dewasthaly (Austria)  Laura McAuliffe (UK) 
Steven P. Djordjevic (Australia)   Ran Nir-Paz (Israel)  
Steven J. Geary (USA)  Jaume Piñol (Spain) 
Robert D. Hardy (USA)  Takeshi Shimizu (Japan) 
Ludwig E. Hoelzle (Switzerland)   Pascal Sirand-Pugnet (France) 
Enno Jacobs (Germany)  Jonas M. Winchell (USA) 

 
The Scientific Program Committee is pleased to announce that the keynote speakers for the 
2012 IOM Congress, to be held 15-20 July, 2012, in Toulouse, France, will be: 
 

Symposium I:  Mollicutes and associated-diseases: from clinical 
cases to control strategies. 

 Keynote lecturer:  
 

 Ada Yonath  
Weizmann Institute, Rehovot, Israel (Laureate of Nobel 
Prize for Chemistry, 2009). 

 Title:   From basic research to improved antibiotics. 

Symposium II:  
 

 Mollicutes and the host: interactions, dialogues and 
responses. 

 Keynote lecturer:  Olivier Neyrolles  
Institute of Pharmacology & Structural Biology, CNRS - 
University of Toulouse, France 

 Title:  Tales from Another Myco: Host-Pathogen Interactions in 
Tuberculosis. 

Symposium III:  Mollicutes and the era of Omics: past, present and 
post-genomic studies. 

 Keynote lecturer: 
 

 Luis Serrano  

EMBL/CRG Systems Biology Research Unit, Centre for 
Genomic Regulation (CRG) and UPF, Barcelona, Spain. 

 Title:  A quantitative systems biology study on a model 
bacterium.  

 
The online abstract submission through the IOM website was opened in December and 

the final deadline for receipt was 18th March 2012. Final decisions for platform presentation 
topics will be made in March 2012. Each abstract will be reviewed by at least two members of 
the scientific programme committee. Based on categories, abstracts will be ranked and further 
selected for symposiums, seminars or short (5-7-min) oral presentations. Two poster sessions 
are planned. 
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NEWS FROM YOUR INFORMATION OFFICER 

The web site is only as good as you make it through your input. I have begun working on 
the pictures from previous congresses, making them more accessible through an attractive 
interface. Its not yet visible on the site (we are still weighing options), but I am in need of 
pictures from the following congresses: 1986 in Birmingham, USA; 1988 Baden, Austria; 1996 
Orlando, USA; 1998 Sydney, Australia; and 2004 Athens, GA, USA. I have some pictures of 
other congresses contributed by various sources. If you have any pictures (prints will work), I 
can digitize them and will promptly return them to you.  

 
We now have a web page for affiliated organizations. If you are associated with one (a 

national mycoplasma society, etc.), please let me know the details. I can put up a link to your 
web site on the page.  

 
One of the activities of the Molecular Genetics IRPCM team has been the development of 

an online methods manual. Its still in its infancy, and the link is 
http://openwetware.org/wiki/IRPCM:Mycoplasma_Methods. It will only be as good as you 
make it. Please log on, set up your own account and start contributing.  

 
As you go through the site and find items that are outdated or need change, please let me 

know. The IOM site is complicated, and I need some help in keeping it up to date. 
 
My future plans for the site are these: I currently am using ModX as a content manager for 

the site. I plan to move to Drupal sometime next year (probably after the 19th congress to 
prevent any problems with that). When that happens the look and feel of the site will change. I 
am planning to keep the logo and color scheme, but the menus will change, and a few 
additional features will be added. What do YOU want to see on the site?  

 
Finally, I was asked by the IOM board in Italy to begin working on a secondary backup web 

site in case something happens to the server I have that runs the site. In addition, I should 
begin looking for someone to replace me at some point, maybe in combination. Any 
volunteers? I will warn you it's a long-term commitment, and some skills are required to make 
it all work. I will also entertain any ideas or suggestions on the secondary site. One option 
would be to rent space on a commercial site. It would have to have certain software available 
in order to provide all of the services that we currently run, but that is manageable. 

 
Thanks for reading and pondering on these questions.  
 
I will see you in France. 
 

 
 
Chris Minion 
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SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIPS 

We are pleased to welcome Minerva Biolabs as a new sustaining member of the IOM. 
VLA Scientific and Animal Health Veterinary Laboratories Agency have appeared in their new 
format following mergers of UK Government agencies. We are pleased that Mycosafe, 
Mycoplasma Experience and Bioproperties continue to support the IOM as sustaining 
members. 

The IOM introduced sustaining memberships for companies to support the IOM. If you 
know of other companies who would be interested in supporting the IOM by becoming 
sustaining members, please let the treasurer know. It is a good way for them to raise their 
profiles on the IOM website and at the biannual congresses.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

20TH CONGRESS 2014 

The 20th IOM Congress will be held in Blumenau, Brazil in 2014. Daniel Brown, IOM Chair-
Elect visited the venue and reports:  
 
Site visit for the 2014 IOM Congress 
 
During the last week of January, 2012, on behalf of the IOM Board I conducted a site visit to 
Blumenau (blumenau.sc.gov.br), a city of about 300,000 residents in the state of Santa 
Catarina, Brazil, which will be the site of the 2014 IOM Congress. Our host was Prof. Caio de 
Cordova of the Regional University of Blumenau (FURB) and chairman of the local organizing 
committee. 
 Travel was via the international airports in Rio de Janeiro and São Paolo, with 
connecting flights on TAM or GOL jets to the smaller regional airport in Navagantes which is 
about 30 minutes drive from Blumenau. All airports have all modern amenities. US citizens 
must obtain a visa from a Brazilian consulate in the US before entering Brazil. Other countries 
currently requiring a visa include Australia and Japan. 
 We were chaperoned by Ms. Ana Blanco, the Executive Director of the 
Blumenau Convention and Visitors Bureau (blumenau.com.br), who will be responsible for 
organizing the local facilities with assistance from Mr. Rodrigo Heron, Executive Director of 
Isoaudiovisuals, a contractor responsible for the audiovisual, internet, etc. technical 
equipment. 
 At the University of Blumenau (furb.br) we met with the Rector, Prof. João Natel, 
and Prof. David Bilsland who is head of international programs. They welcomed us graciously 
and offered the university's logistical support for the Congress. We then met with Blumenau's 
mayor, João Kleinübing ,  who also offered logistical support and to facilitate matters such as 
on-street shuttlebus parking. We inspected rooms and amenities of a number of hotels in a 
range of prices, with the Gloria, the Himmelblau, and the Plaza being among the best. The 
Congress scientific venue will be the Carlos Gomez Theater (teatrocarlosgomes.com.br) in 
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Blumenau, which is very attractive and will meet all needs for presentations, ancillary meetings 
and meals although poster space will probably be tight. We also visited alternative venues for 
the Congress banquet, which will probably be held at the Tabajara Tennis Club 
(tabajaratenisclube.com.br), and for a variety of day trips in the vicinity of Blumenau. 
 Finally, we traveled to nearby Balneário Camboriú (camboriu.com.br) to tour a 
suggested site (infinityblue.com.br) for a half-day of free time during the week of the Congress. 
There we met with the president of the State Convention Bureau Mr. Valdir Walendowsky, and 
the State Secretary of Tourism Mr. Carlos Silva, who also welcomed us very graciously. 
 The expenses of the trip were borne by contributions from the agencies 
described above. In summary,  I was very favorably impressed with the team of local 
assistance Prof. de Cordova has put together, and I am confident that good progress toward 
the groundwork is being established to ensure an attractive and successful IOM Congress in 
2014. 
 

 

21ST CONGRESS 2016 

It is never too early to think about hosting future IOM congresses! If you are interested in 
hosting the 2016 IOM Congress information about congress requirements and procedures is 
available from Roger Ayling. 


